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THE TABLOID 

WHY JEAN Ml 
IS STILL THE 
DRESS TO BL-V 


The Queen bows to her subject 





IHfchaef Streeter 

The Queen will today broadcast 
to the nationher grief over the . 
Joss of Diana, Princess of Whies, 
as the Royal Family bowed to 
public criticism over their be- 
haviour since Sunday's tragic 
deaths. 

Although Palace officials in- 
sisted that the derision for the 
Queen to appear on televirion 
was one of many options “un- 
der discussion" all week, it 
came just hours after a round 
of criticism from the public 
and po liticians via the media 
about their absence from the 
scenes of deep mounting at 
London palaces. 

On an extraordinary day, the 
Palace responded to the criti- 
cisms made of it one fyone, an 
apparent admission of the its 
slowness to react to the out- 
pouring of national grief. At the 
same tune, the House of Wind- 
sor showed how stung it was in 
a statement issued by the 
Queen's press secretary Geof- 
frey Crawford. He said on tele- 
vision: “The Royal Family have 
been hurt by suggestions that 
they are indifferent to the coun- 
try's sorrow at the tragic death 
of the Princess of Whies." 

The concessions came thick 
and fast. In breach with Royal 
precedent, it was announced 
that tomorrow the Union flag 
will fty from Buckmgjham Palace 
at half mast after the Queen has 
left for the funeral service at 
Wshninster Abbey. This meets 
the growing chorus of demands 
from raapy- ordinaiy people - 
who have ccarmlained that there 
has been no flag; at alL Thidf- 
tionuUy, only the Rtiyal Stan- 
dard is flown-.- and then only 
. when the Queen is resident - - 
Later, Prince Charles ap- 
peared outside Balmoral with , 
William and Harry, as they in- 
spected floral tributes left by 
public; an apparent reaction to 
allegations of aloofness aimed 
at the family. As the young 
'- princes read the messages, ■the 
Queenstood apart from the rest 

of the royal party. 

’ Meanwhile, Princes Andrew i 
and Edward flew to London yes- 
* terday and staged a walkabout : 
? among mourners, countering - 
Spompfaints that theRoyals have . ] 
^remained bunkered inside their 1 
Balmoral retreat while outside ; 
the nation grieves. 

The Queen has also aban- 
doned plans to take the Royal 
. Train overnight from Balmoral 
and will fly to London today to 
prepare her broadcast -in time 
for the evening news bulletins 
- ami then slay at Buckingham 
’ Palace. It is possible she could 
then pay heT respects at Diana’s 
coffin in the Royal Chapel and 
walk among the many mourn- 
ers queuing at St James’s fbiace 
to sign books of condolence. - 
The establishment moved 
quickly yesterday to bade the 
Thlace, an acknowledgement 
that the raw emotion of the past 
days has threatened to cause 
lasting damage to the 
monarchy. But even the choice - 
: bf Mr Blair’s phrase of Diana 
as the “people’s princess" raised 
. Jhe question in some people’s 
mina of what this said about the . 
■/status of the other Rcyals in the 
'public's affect ions. . . 

A sign of the massive grief is 
/the prediction last night by 
"Scotland Yard that up tossxmil- 


extending the day*. The . 
Palaoe, responding to RAC 
rcateftxihB.routeJobe 
extended - . 
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“ffihe.pUriJcteTjbfcmger 
Impressed tiystifr -upper 
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merffipneefc MSS' future ; - • = 
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Moore r The Independent. 
‘Asea offlowerslhe bandF 
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4 September:/^ 

‘Vbiir Pecple are Suffering^ 
Speak to Us Ma’am” The • 
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Mourners call for the Queen 
to feadoUr griH^% 
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flrst tfne, frwn 


the Princess/s - 

5pmEYaTc»sAnckevyand v 
'l fidvi^walkambrig i. 
rnoumers in The MaS after 
v«fflng jhe -coRkv in St :y-?^ 
-Jarres Raflace’ ’ 



■ * I 


Sen people wffl-qcDwtfmto cep- . 
tral London for the funeraL ’ - 
'• Tftwu’was^^smp&ean 
some qtraria^l^wWri^ofet 1 ; 
of the Royal RoSywflltakean 
< active part m/Daana’s fkqqrd- 
service at WesfrninSter Albbby; 
de tails of which were released 
yesterday.' ' -• 

The tribute will be read by 
her brother, Earl Spencer, and 
Diana’s sisters win each read po- 
ems, while the Prime Minister 
will give a-reading from the 
biWe. The choke of participants 

- which came after “discus- 
sions" between the two fanriKes 

- dearly reflects a bias towards 
Diana as a Spencer, and am- 
bassador for Britain rather than 
aroyiaL 


■ : • - • . • ' : '• v ■' * 

A copqs Eted at t emBt to ral- 
ly behind the Windsors came 
■yesterday As .^cditicaaijs nad 
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More emotion, less 


Suzanne Moore 


The part Blair played 
Why I'm not interested: 
Sara Ma Hand 


pdl^ ’critids&t.!^; 

Hague Sahi rlease, let us.aD 
come together now mid stop 
converting our grief into criti- 
cism of the Royal Family. Sat- 
urday’s funeral should be a 
dignified, united expression of 
national soitow” Tony Blair has 
already made public his support 
for Prince Charles and others in 
the family. 

- In a joint statement, the' 
Archbishops of Canterbury and 
"Xbrk said: “We believe this is a 
time for us all to come togeth- 
er-in our grief, in thanks for 
Diana’s life and In sympathy 
with those most closely affect- 
ed by this tragedy.” 

A Lambeth Palace spokes- 
woman said one of the reasons 
for the statement was that “ the 
archbishops are urging that this 
is a time for unity, as-they have 
thought that the tendency to 
criticise the Royal Family is not 
helpful for the Princes William 
and. Harry at this sad time." 

Reaction to the Royal news 
was mixed among mourners 
outside St James's Palace. Le- 
galsecretary Mavis DakJy, from 
London, said: “I feel she’s been 
pushed into makings statemenL 
John Bradley, from Devon, 
said: “It’s about time. In my 
opinion, it's a disgrace they've 
kept quiet for so long." 

Andrea Lean, from Liver- 
pool said: “Pm. glad. I just 
wonder why its taken them so 
long. They must know how 
people feel" 

A Palace spokesman denied 
any suggested of a “’knee-jerk" 
reaction by the Royal Fhmfly. • 




togi^fr*stpubflc«ppearanco since Sunday, Prime Harry; Prinde wattam, the Duto of Edbtburtfi, the Prince of Wales and the Queen inspect floral 
when tboy attended a special service- for Diana, Princess of Wales, at Crathie church, near Balmoral, yester da y afternoon Photograph: Derek Ironside 


the tabloid editors 


Paul McCann ? 

Mediatkyrespondent 

Earl Spencer, the Princess of 
Wales's brother, has taken his 
revenge on the tabloid news- 
paper he blamed for his sister's 
death by barring their editors 
from Saturday's funeral 
The editors of the tabloid 
press were originally invited 
along with the editors ofbroad- 
sbeet newspapers by the Lord 
Chancellor’s office. Once he 
learnt of the invitations^ Lord 
Spencer called the tabloid ed- 
ftons personally to.teZl them they 
were no longer weJcome. 

» Buckingham Palace refused 
to comment on the withdrawn 


invites but passed inquiries on 
to Earl Spencers home at AI- 
tboip, saying that he was in con- 
trol of who attends. ' 

La a prepared statement, a 
^kassMDman fot Lord Spencer 
said: “Lord Spencer has per- 
sonally asked the tabloid edttocs 
riot to come, because he and bis 
sisters, particularly Diana, 
would not have wished them to 
be there. They have kindly 
agreed to the request, although 
broadsheet and regional papers 
are welcome." 

Immediately he heard of his 
sister’s death, Earl Spencer ac- 
cused every editor who had 


sister of having “blood on their 


hands”. He himself has had a 
long-running battle with the 
tabloids over their intrusion 
into his privacy and moved to 
South Africa to escape their 
attention. 

He was especially angered 
when one newspaper printed 
photographs taken with a long 
lens of his then wife when she 
was being treated for an eating 
disorder in a private clinic. 

Stuart Higgins, editor of the 
Sun , said yesterday that he had 
been surprised ami honoured to 
have been invited to tbe 
funeral but was happy to re- 
spect the EarTs wishes that he I 
not attend as a “matter of re- j 
sped" to the Princess. I 


k Eight die in Jerusalem suicide bombing 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem • 

Suitide booftrers. struck in 
Jerusalem again yesterday 
idfltng thcmseKes ana five oth- 
er people, and wounding more . 

than 100 as they sat in pavement 
cafes and shopped in a.-pedes- 
: irian street in the city centre. 

' . ' Hamas, the Islamic nuhtant 

Ortanisation, claimed in a fisjo 

the French news agency AFP 
that Its mfliuuy wkg.iJw 
■dine al-Qassem brigades, had 
carried out the sOaA. lt said it - 


wanted the release of all its 
members imprisoned by Israel 
by 14 December. ; . 

Three smcidebombccs blcw . 
themselves up, one after an- 
other, near the Atara caffi in 
Ben Yehuda, a street always 
crowded at mid-afternoon. 

I was driving down King 
George Street, .v*ich passes the 
end of Bten Ybbuda; as the first 
explosions went off. Almost 
immediately the/less seriously 
hurt appeared, looking shocked. „ 
and dabbing at wounds. 

Afewmmutetlaterpofice ■ 


and soldiers carried the wound- 
ed from .the scene .‘and laid 
them on the pavement. Many 
were' half-naked, their clothes 
tom off by tbe force of theblasL 
Heavity armed paratroopers 
ripped open rubbish bins in case 
one contained a fourth bqmb. > 
. The police said the iaplosives 

used seemed to be' the same 
.troe as those used in an attack ' 
which kaDed 15 people in a food 
market 300 yards away from . 
Ben Yehuda on 30 Juhf. 

The bombs underline the 
fact that' relatiohs between 


Palestinians and Israelis are 
- more bostfle than at any time 
since the Oslo accords were 
signed in 1993. 

They also deepen the sense 
of crisis m the leackip to thrivis- 
it to Israel next week by 
Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of. State. In Wash- 
ington, President BiD Clinton 
said: “jtris dear the perpetra- 
tors of this attack intended to 
kill both innocent people and 
the peace process irseu.” • 

He said Ms Albright would 
go ahead with her planned 


■ Middle East toon He again 
called on Yasser Arafat’s Pales- 
tinian Authority to “do all it can 
to create an environment that 
leaves no doubt that terror will 
nofbe tolerated". 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli prime minister, returned 
■yesterday to Jerusalem to con- 
vene his security cabinet. He will 
be under pressure to re-emer 
the autonomous Palestinian en- 
claves to arrest Hamas mem- 
bers. ThisisKkely to be resisted 
by the . Israeli army on the 
grounds that it would cause 


heavy fighting and be unlikely 
to stop suicide bombers. 

Israel has reimposed a total 
closure on Gaza and the occu- 
pied territories. This had begun 
to be lifted this week after the 
last bombing. 

Ahmed Abdel Rahman, the 
secretary oFMr Arafat’s cabinet, 
yesterday denounced the ex- 
plosions. “Tbe Palestinianpeo- 
ple are against terrorism against 
civilians ... and we will investi- 
gate to see who is behind it," he 
said 
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Police make arrests over 
fatal Brecon blast 


A? 1 ”* 80 at a bouse in Brecon on Monday 

n;gjtt which JaUed one man and seriously injured another, made a 
number of arrests yesterday. . 

A Dyfed- Powys police spokesman said: “These arrested an have 
close associations with the Brecon area." He declined to say how 
many were being questioned at police stations in the force area. 

Forensic experts were continuing to sift through the wreckage of 
the house in Dorglas, an estate about 400 yardslrom Brecon 
Barracks, the headquarters of the Army in WhJes. On Wednesday 
police discovered a number of Soz sticks of plastic explosive in 
another house about a mile from the scene of the explosion. The 
material. PE4, is manufactured W Royal Ordnance for use by the 
armed services. Detective Qjief Superintendent Jeff Thomas, head 
of Dyfed-Powys CTD, said the explosion which wrecked the house 
in Dorglas had been caused by about lib of explosives. Tony Heath 


Dublin docklands come back to life 


The transformation of Dublin's largely dormant docklands into a 
hi-tech living and working community is envisaged in a plan aiming 
to create up to 40,000 jobs and 10,000 homes in Dublin Bay. 


The project is the largest single urban development project in 
eland since the country's independence. The draft master plan. 


Ireland since me country s independence. The draft master plan, 
which goes on public display today, amounts to a blueprint for a 
technology-driven new town on 1300 acres along the north and 
south waterfronts and their hinterlands, until recently a wasteland. 

The regeneration marks a turnaround for an area, which, like the 
London Docklands two decades ago, had long been in decline. 
Schools, adult-learning facilities and job- training programmes are 
planned; other elements include tax incentives, new transport links, 
hotels and a shopping centre. The draft p lan can be viewed on the 
Internet: httpy/www.ddaJe from 11 September. Alan Murdoch 


Music awards take a low key 


Jamiroquai and The Spice Girls 
were spearheading a strong 
British presence at this year's 
MTV Video Music Awards in 
New York last night. But the 
star-studded occasion was set 
to be overshadowed by the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. Elton John, one of the 
ceremony's presenters, is flying 
straight back to London in time 
for the Princess's funeral on 
Saturday morning. 

Jazz funk stars Jamiroquai 
are poised to clean up at the 
awards, which wfll be watched 
by millions on MTV's world 
network. The band have no mina tions in 10 categories for their 
“Virtual Reality" video, more than any other act They will perform 
during the show, as will the Spice Girls, nominated in two categories, 
and U2. Beck is among the American performers and model Cindy 
Crawford (pictured) is one of the presenters. 


Gill wins cerebral-palsy court case 


. High Court judge yesterday ordered an education authority to 
pay the £30,000-a-year school fees of a seven-year-old girl suffering 
from cerebral palsy after the LEA had refused to do so on the 


grounds it was an inefficient use of resources. 

Hereford and Worcester Council had ignored the findings of a 
Special Educational Needs Tribunal (Sent) that Karis Lane had not 
received proper attention at Chadsworth School in Bromsgrove, and, 
therefore, needed the special care provided by Ingfield Manor in 
BDlingshurst, West Sussex The LEA did not pay her school fees 
which were met for the first term by Scope, formerly the Spastics 
Society. Mr Justice Collins refused an appeal by the county council to 
refer die case back to the Sent so that another, less expensive, school 
could be found for Karis. The girl’s mother, Karen, was legally aided 
to defend the action and was represented by Cherie Booth QC 


Children laid to rest 


The funeral took place yesterday of the two children who 
accidentally hanged themselves after a game went wrong. 

Gaire Rogers, 13, and Daniel Gibbs/lO, were cremated in a 
joint ceremony attended by hundreds of relatives and friends at 
the West Hertfordshire Crematorium in Garston. The children 
were found strangled with a scarf tied around their necks in 
Gaire’s bedroom last Tuesday. Her father Stephen discovered the 
bodies at the family home in Croxley Green, Hertfordshire. 

Gaire’s funeral was held at St Oswald's church, in Croxley Green, 
and a separate service was held for Daniel at St Michael’s Church. 
Watford. Kate Watson-Smyth 


Mother calls for shipwreck inquiry 


A police decision to dispose of the scalloper Pescado, the vessel at 
the centre of a manslaughter trial after it sank with the loss of six 
crew more than six years ago, was criticised yesterday. 

The Devon and Cornwall force has spent £1,000 a month storing 
the 100-tonne craft in Devonport dockyard, Plymouth, since it was 
raised from the seabed in September 1993. as pan of a £500,000 
police inquiry into the tragedy. But Rita Capon, from Durham, 
whose 23-year-old daughter. Jo- Arm Thomas, was the cook aboard 
the vessel, said yesterday she wanted a public inquiry into the 
sinking, and that the Pcscado should be preserved as evidence. The 
crew died when the Plymouth registered vessel sank in 240 feet of 
water after sailing from Falmouth in February 1991. 


Wit to stand for Irish presidency 


Ireland's defenders of hard-line pro-Vatican social values are facing 
their ultimate challenge. The popular wit, Joyce scholar and gay 
rights campaigner Senator David Norris has agreed to be 
nominated for the country's presidency. His intervention follows 
pressure on John Hume, the SDLP leader, to stand, in a telephone 
call this week from Mary Harney, leader of the Progressive 
Democrats, the junior party in the ruling Dublin coalition. Mr 
Norris told The Independent that he had been asked to run in next 
month's poll by three Dail and Senate members from conservative 
to radical left, 'following numerous summer requests from the 
general public. He will run if the required 20 Dail and Senate 
members nominate him. Alan Murdoch 
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J eremy Irons yesterday jdtew aidl^ 

between the censorship in foeUnited States of 
bis new ran^ Lolf^ and ^ re^res^veT^'ne^! 
attitude towards freedom of acprcssjon ln ther cinemas - 
The actor spoke otrt.during a'newffcpnferenpe. at 
the Venice fikn festival, about Chinese BdK^afflmfry 
Ho ng Kong-born cfirectorWayne Wan g, ; 
stars asSiEngfistf journalist Whei a&ked bowGhf'T 
ira's ffim censorship affected -the. ability to niakefilros, 
he replied: ;Thave aTilm [Lofflapthafs being ifteKUri. 
America- censorship iscensoreffip.” . .-• \p • 


_L£ffltDepernb«; Irons threatera^^ 


for to. rrieaser it arid if if does not getohei i Will teavo 
foci rfoynttj^ •=; • ' 7 r- 

» Hi., -mm'-- Ml f=l- nuo.'. 


was describedas “the rnostctiifowa?«d3Bmwerto 


Wang had earlier said foal it was vwydifffcaltfo work; = in 1 962, bid byfoday^sfcufoards it seems ttcoy: adap- 
China because aufoorftteshold the 1 negatives of a tatidri*" r : V.. !" : CO:;. 7 1... 


irv CWna because autfrorWeshoid foonegauves of a 
fBm until they have app roved it . V ,v 

• Irons stars as Humbert Humbert %i foe' riewmovie 
version of Vladimir Nabokov's cfassft story ofamfcU 
dle-aged man's love affair with an updef-agegbi. 

The fflm indudas scenes of LoCta, played by 15-year : 
old Dominique Swain, lounging naked on abed. A body 
double was used for some scenes - . - - f : . . 

The film has drawn criticism overjhe suitability of 
its subject matter, arid its cBstribution was hekf up in 
the US by mqor Hoilywpodstudios. It is scheduled 
to open officially In Rome, later the roonto, .after show- 
ing at a film festival fri Spala 


The remakewasdfiecterfbyMr^Lyne*v^ made 
lnde<xrttPf(^Kf^and r fiialAttr^iony . . vt. . 


at Venice.2hangYffnou,tfie a ccfi m ed Chinese director, 
of fffmsincfeJdmg Red Sorghum and To Live, showed 
his latest work. Keep C dof, atVenice on Wednesday 
after Its planned premiere at. the Cannes film festival 
: in May was bfockedTry Peking. - 

ThaChthese authorities have accused Zhang of por- 
trayincra backward China, out of step with their can v 
paign for positive socialist ethics. : 

Kate Watson-Smyth 


Judy Collins in 
Bosnia to take 
up landmine cause 


Shipyard’s first 
woman worker 


Judy Collins (right), the American 
singer-songwriter, arrived in 
Bosnia yesterday to promote the 
campaign to ban landmines. Her 
three-day trip, sponsored by 
UNICEF, will include visits to ele- 
mentary schools In Sarajevo and a 
theatre festival for young people in 
the divided southern city of 
Mostar. 

The Princess of Wales spent 
three days visiting landmine vic- 
tims in Bosnia early last month on 
a tour organized by the US-based 
Landmine Survivors Network. 

“This was one of the Diana's 
last efforts,” Collins said, “i think 
that her tragic death will underline, 
highlight some of the things that 
she was most Interested in, of 
course, keeping landmines in the 
forefront" 

Millions of landmines remain 
scattered across Bosnia, following 
the three-and-a-half-year war that 
ended in (ale 1995. The mines 
maim and kill civilians almost 
everyday. 

Judy Collins has a long history 
of protest - singing and marching 
against segregation and theViet- 
nam war, but was brought back 
into the political mainstream by 
President Clinton, who asked her 
to sing at his inauguration. 

She has also suffered great per- 
sonal sadness. Five years ago her 
only child, Clark Taylor, committed 
suicide at the age of 34. 

She is widely known as the 
artist whose cover versions helped 



Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen 
to wider acceptance, and is best 
remembered in Britain for her hit 
versions of "Both Sides Now”, 
“Amazing Grace” and “Send In 
The Clowns 

Collins visited Bosnia for the 
first time in 1994, when, as a 
UNICEF representative, she volun- 
teered to help promote the book / 
Dream of Peace. 

Inspired by the writings and 
drawings of foe children of former 
Yugoslavia, she wrote a song with 
the same title, which was Included 
In her album Come Rejoice! A 
Judy Collins Christmas. 

After her starring rote at the 
President’s inaugural conceit Ms 
Collins said: “it felt strange but 
very flattering to be inside the 
White House as a guest rattier 
than outside protesting." 

David Lister 


One of Britain's most respected 
ship repair centres has broken 
with its macho traditions and taken 
its first woman on board. Claire 
Goss O'Connor, 17, Is the first fe- 
male apprentice to be taken on at 
the A&P Tyne ship repair yard on 
foe River Tyne. 

The former South Tyneside Col- 
lege student is'one of 26 appren- 
tices. She will spend four years 
training to be an electrical fitter. 

Yesterday she said she was ex- 
cited at foe prospect of working on 
foe complex electrical systems of 
some of foe world's most sophisti- 
cated vessels. "The course is ex- 
cellent - broad-based and 
comprehensive enough to give me 
a solid grounding in foe maritime 
engineering business. I'm delight- 
ed to be here and determined to 
succeed”. 

Managing director Barry John- 
son said: “It is somewhat embar- 
rassing to realise that Claire is the 
first female ship repair apprentice 
on the river but everything has to 
start somewhere. 

“I am convinced she will find her 
apprenticeship both challenging 
and rewarding and that she has 
what it takes to make a positive 
contribution to our business in the 
medium term”. 

Claire is among 49 apprentices 
joining firms on foe Tyne this year. 
Mr Johnson said: "We have to 
make up for lost time. Apprentice- 
ship schemes died out during the 
bad times of foe early 1990s. 

“We now have to invest In our 

future" 



SCIENCE 


Nerve implant that helps 
paraplegics to walk again 


Crippled patients are being helped to stand and walk with an 
implant that stimulates the roots of paralysed nerves, it was 
revealed yesterday. Cine woman who smashed her spme in a cur.' 
accident about seven years ago is now able to walk a few steps with 
assistance -and ride a.triCTcfe. . 

The new device is called a Lumbar Anterior Root Stimulator 
Implant fLARSI) which is surgically placed in the spme. Unhke 
other im plants it stimulates the roots of nerves rather inan the 
point at which they enter the muscles, . 

Two paraplegic patients have been given the implant by a team 
of doctors led by Dr Nick Donaldson, from University College 

^Theyreported in the Lancet medical journal , yesterday _ that the 
first patient, who underwent surgery in December 1994, has i now 
been standing regularly for more than two ycais. Although her ■ 
standing posture was still unsatisfactory, she had been able to take 
24 consecutive steps while being guided by helpers. In addition, the 
combination of jomt movements available meant she was able to 
ride a tricycle or cycle machine. 

The second patient, a man, has just begun to stand sk months 
after implantation. It is too early to say how successful his 
treatment has been. . , , . „ 


cairn cm oaa uccu. .. t — ^ 

The battery-powered implant is activated by the patient using a 
small control box. 


HEALTH 


Frozen foods - handle with care 


Frozen beefburgers and sausages that have to be prised apart are 
tnrainp kitchens into war zones, doctors warned yesterday: 
Increasing numbers of people are appearing at hospital casualty 
departments with band fayuries after using knives to separate 
ftwnai food items. Some suffer cut tendons and nerve damage from 

which they never fully recover. . , *»,_ 

A group of doctors has urged manufacturers to help redirce tne 
level of injury with warning labels and instructions on how to 
separate frozen items safely: - c * a-I l^ v 

Consultant plastic sturgeon Stewart Fl emming , from St Andrew's 
Hospital Billericay, Essex, and two colleagues, ideutmed27 
patients with knife wounds treated at four hospitals betweeniwz 
and 1995. Additional information from the Department oflrade 
and Industry’s home accident surveillance database for 1991 _ 
disclosed 32 patients with “cutting or piercing” injuries revolving 
frozen items. 

Beefburgers were by far the biggest danger, responsible for 30 oT 
the accidents. Other cases involved chops, sausages, crumpets and 
pastry. 



HOMELESSNESS 


One in 50 on the streets has TB 


Health chiefs are ignoring the risk of tuberculosis to homeless 
people, new research claims. One in 50 rough sleepers has TB - 
200 times the average rate - yet fewer than a third of health 
authorities and trusts are providing sendees to reduce the risk of 
catching the disease, according to homeless charity Crisis. 

Research by the charity shows that only 21 per cent of health 
authorities operate screening programmes for homeless people. 
Only 20 per cent monitor the housing of hospital patients and only 
36 per cent have a member of staff following up homeless TB 
patients. 

The charity claims only minimal extra money is needed to pul 
more efficient plans into practice. 

Dr Ken Gtron, who carried out the research, said: “The 
problem is not yet at epidemic levels, and we have enough time 
and knowledge to make sure it doesn’t become so. However, if 
health care purchasers and providers don't act, many people will 
suffer unnecessarily." 


DRUGS 


Extent of addiction underestimated 


Policy makers are being given an inaccurate picture of the extent 
of illicit drug use, experts claimed yesterday. Drug monitoring did 
not take account of the prevalence of known problem drug-takers, 
and provided a “false picture of trends of visible drag use”. In 
addition, the data that was collected was flawed because of under- 
reporting by drag agencies. 

Researchers led by Matthew Hickman, from Imperial College, 
London, investigated reports of “episodes” of drug user 
attendance at dependency and rehabilitation clinics. Although 
records were kept on new clients, the prevalence of known problem 
drug users who may attend more than one agency was not 
measured. 

Writing in the British Medical JoumaL, the researchers said: 

“The database does not measure the prevalence of known problem 
drug-takers, which nwans ft is inadequate for planning services 
and provides a false picture of trends of visible drag use. 

“The database needs to be changed rather than abandoned 
since policy makers and health services need information on drag 
users in contact with services.” 






for FUSE softwaro—fluote "Imtepeiktenf 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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the funeral 


Diana 1961-1997 


* 


More emotion, less ceremony; 


Elton to sing as 
Abb^ precedent 
is cast aside 


Michael Streeter 


hearts’*. They replace the words 
_ . . oftheorigmaiwtach were writ- 

es® officials and the Spencer ten as a tribute to Marilyn 
family have thrown away Royal Monroe and read “Goodbye 
precedent for the. funeral of Nonna Jean, though I never 
Diana, Princess of Wales. knew you ataD 
The result will be the kind of The tribute win be given by 

celebration of her life that Di- . Diana's brother, Part Spencer, 
ana herself may have wanted; Her two sisters; Lady Sarah Mo- 


sad, emotional but not overly 
ceremonial. Perhaps signifi- 
cantly, no members of the Roy- 
al Ramify wiS speak, though the 
Queen, Queen Mother and 
Prince Philip- will - be in the 
front row of mourners. 

The Very 
Rev Dr Wes- 
ley Carr, Dean 

of Westmin- 
ster, Who Will Wfesnnfi* 

conduct part of 
the service, 

said it would * - 

contain quiet, 
reflective time 
to allow people 
to mourn her 

loss; secondly fdn 

a chance would , 

be given to of- DL 

fer thanks for • princess 
her “many 
gifts"; finalfy, _ 
there wiD be a samrfmese 
commitment to ,UJI 

the causes that 

Diana es- 

poused. Once 
again the 

Palace insisted it was a “unique” 
event for a unique person. 

The 50-minute ceremony will 
contain traditional elements, 
including hymns and the 
National Anthem as reminders 
of her Royal status. But the 
highlight of the non-tradition- 
al parts will be Elton John 
singing a specially amended 
version of his song “Candle to 
the Wind". 

The words - still being fi- 




FUNERAX. 

of 


PRINCESS OF WALES 


Sunnily 6 Stpaxaba 1997 
lUUta. 


. Corquodale and Lady Sarah 
FeDowes, will read poems, and 
Tony Blair wiD give a reading 
from I Corinthians i.13. 

But, after discussions be- 
tween .the two families, there 
will be no formal participation 
by any mem- 
ber of the 
*1 Royal Ramify. 

Dr Carr 
ter Abbey explained the 

reasoning 
behind the 
Ajg* choice of 

gw personnel, 

saying: “We 
are remem- 
bering a 
wax. " particular 

r individual in a 

j«A private funeral 

of wales winch is very 

public." He 
emphasised 

<aaba 1997 that it W3S OOt 

“■ a state 

occasion. 

■ In The 

Bidding, the 
Dean will tell 
the 1,900-strong congregation, 
which will include many friends 
of the Princess from all over the 
world, including fashion and 
pop stars, that Diana 
“profoundly influenced” the 
nation. 

“She kept company with 
kings and queens, with princes 
and presidents, butwe especially 
remember her humane 
concerns and how she met 
individuals and made themfeel 



Diana, Princess of Wales, comforting Elton John at the funeral of the fashion designer Gianni Versace in Milan in July 


nalised, though a version was significant. In heir death she 
available yesterday — are a. commands the sympathy of 


dedication to Diana, starting 
“Goodj^^iEngJancTs Rose; 
may ypu ever grow -in our 


miffions,” he wfll say. 

. Later, -the Archbishop pf 
Canterbury Dr.tieorge Carey 


will lead the prayers, including 
one . for Prince .William and 
Prince Harry J'wbo mourn , the 
passing of th& dearly beloved 
mother*. ... 

He will also refer to the oth- 
ervictims pf the crash earfy last 
Sunday that claimed her. life. 


Henri Paul [the driver] and all 
fbrwbom today’s service rekin- 
dles memories of untimefy 
grief,” he wiD say. The Arch- 
bishop w ill then recall the work 
the Princess carried out with 
those suffering from Aids and 
her “compassion for those 


“W^rememlteijoo;hea^friend, . rnaimed.,thrbagh the evil, of 
Dodi Riyed and his family; . landmines”.' . 


Elton John's Candle in the Wind for Diana 


This Is the new version of "Candle In the Wind", I 
end Bsrrtta Taupfn for Diana, Princess of Wales's 

Goodbye England's ms*; 
may you over grow In our hearts. 

You were the grace that p/aced Itself, 
where lives were tom apart 
You called out to our country, 
and you whispered to those In pain. 

Sow you belong ttr Heaven, 
and the stars spell out your name. 

And It seems to me you Shred your Me . 

©re a candle fn the wind: 
never fading with the sunset 
when the rain set in. 

And your footsteps wW always faH here, 
along England's greenest lulls; 


• l/aiUr cendle'shumed out longbefore 
your legend ever will. 

Loveliness we've lost; - 

these empty days without your smile. 

This torch we’ll always cany 
for ournation's golden child. 

Arid even though we. try, 

the truth brings us to tears; 

all our words cannot express 

the Joy you brought us through the years. 

Goodbye England’s rose, 
from a country lost without your soul, 
who'll miss the wings of your compassion 
more than you'll aver know. 

Copyright: 1973/1997 DJM Limited 


' The service will end with 
music from the composer John 
Thvemer, which will “fade into 
silence” as a prelude to a 
minute's silence. The end of the 
sflencie mil be marked by the 
ringing of the Abbey bells. 

At a press briefing yesterday, 
a Palace spokeswoman said no 
decision had been on whether 
PrincesjWfiliam and Harry, or 
their father Prince Charles and 
members of the Spencer fami- 
ly, will walk behind the cortege 


on the way to the Abbey. 

In particular, it bad to be 
assessed whether the two boys 
were up to the “ordeal" she said 

Both families have request- 
ed that no photographs or 
televirion shots should be taken 
of them during the service - 
other than of those giving 
readings. 

The coffin’s journey to the 
Abbey, likely to be watched by 
more than six million people ctj 
route , will begin at 9am on Sat- 


urday when it is placed on a gun 
carriage drawn by three pairs of 
horses from the King's Troop, 
Royal Horse ArtiDeiy, with 12 
bearers from the 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards. The Royal Stan- 
dard will cover the coffin, with 
family wreaths on top. 

There wiD a mounted police, 
guard, but no other troops and 
no trumpets or fanfare; the 1- 
hour-47-minute procession will 
move in silence. However, the 
the Abbey’s Tenor Bell will be 


tolled every minute. No time 
scale has been given for the laier 
procession to the Spencer 
Chapel in Northamptonshire. 

The full guest list may be 
announced later today, but 
Lt Col Malcolm Ross, 
Comptroller in the Lord Cham- 
berlain's office, said the num- 
ber of official dignitaries had 
been “greatly reduced" to allow 
more people associated with 
Diana s interests and life to 
attend. 


new: 



as 


13.9% APR. 

If you think this is a 


Stew Boggan • 

It is a mix of the old and the 
new, the traditional and. (he 
avant garde, the poignant, the 


In short, Diana’s funeral ser- 
vice is exactly what she would 
have wanted and it drew gasps 
of appreciation after its un- 
veiling yesterday from . those 
who knew and loved hear. 

“They've achieved the im- 
possible," said the Reverend 
Tbny Lloyd, head of the Leprosy 
Mission, one of the six charities 
with which the Princess was 
most closely involved. 

“I was hoping for something . 
that would unite the nation in 
its grief, provide an opportuni- . 
ty for thanksgiving for her life 
and- remind us tnat there is 
hope. On Saturday, this will 
achieve all three." 

Mr Lloyd, a great friend of the 

Princess, was particularly im- 
pressed with the choice of “Make 
Me a Channel of jour Peace* the 
modem re- working of the words 
of St-Frands of Assisi by Sebas- 
tian Temple, the choice of. the 
Prime Minister's reading from 
Corinthians, and the new renefr- 
rion of “Candle-in the Wind'. 

"Diana was always trying to 
make herself a channel though 
which peace and hope could be 


achieved, so that is most ap- 
propriate,” he said. “The Prime 
Minister’s reading from 
Corinthians is about the virtues 
oflove and the gifts of die Hofy 
Spirit. These were reflected in 
Diana's giving, her wit and 
charisma. In Greek, that trans- 
lates to choriias which means 
compassion and love. And I 
think ‘Candle in the WhjcT is sad 
but appropriate.” 


William Harris and pieces by 
Camille Samt-Saens, he said the 
choke was “breathtaking". 

“It is a wonderful kaleido- 
scope of music that is very pop- 
ular and famiHar with elements 
of the new,” Jie said. “The in- 
durion of work by Mendelssohn 
and William Harris was most 
appropriate.” 

He praised the organist who 
will play in Westminster Abbey, 


C We were swept up in the 
emotion of it all 7 

Hr Wbsley Carr, Dean of Westminster 


The choice of .words and 
music were made in conjunction 
with both families but much of 
the input on the musical side 
came from Diana’s sister, Lady 
Sarah McCorqnodale.' Her 
choices of 'foraaso Albinoni’s 
“Adagio", Antonin Dvorak’s 
*‘Largo"from the “New Wbrid 
Symphony”, ‘ Pachelbel’s 
“Canon" and ElgaPs “Nim- 
rod’’, were; praised by .Simon - 
Lincftfy;secretaxy^toQiurch . 
Musk Society. 

Coupled with the marecon- 
tempbraxy “Prelude” by 


Martin Baker, is one of the. 
country’s finest improvisers. 
“So.ifanythingEidel^edonthe 
day, Martin will be able to cov- 
er," he added ... 

Both men applauded the in- 
clusion of Elton John as a great 
friend and. a celebrated musi- _ 
dan. The-VfeiyRmrpr Wesley . 
Durr, the Dean of \ifejflminster, 
invited the musiriag'to attend 
at die start of the •steak- and 
admitted there.bad been con- 
cerns over how emotionally dif- 
ficult he might find the occasion. 
•7 “Like everyone else, wewere 


tfre.crbwds 


J a number 

-w.-iCed that'ihey 
Djljja’s^ace inthetep 
7 of Edw|§d 

^OT^M-whicb. hangs 
ujofrg l& g palace. ; 
r JaxmjgTla dirucalpsy-.. 


cbofcigEtjSaHJjtwasan extreme 
- manifestation of a recognised 
phenomenon among the re^ 
centiy bereaved. “One response 
in. some people, is to see the. 
dead perron all arotrad them. 

'“They smell them, bear 
reuse them - everywhere. 
In extreme cases, people. have 


swept up in the emotion of the 
tiring and wefbund ourselves on 
that great public tidal wave, 
thinking the same thing s as 
roost people," be said. “And, like 
most people, we thought this 
would be what she would have 
wanted. 

“We contacted Elton John 
and he replied very positively 
veiyqtuckfy. He was dose to Di- 
ana In two fields; her love of 
popular music and of the fash- 
. ion wbrid. 

• “Yes, we thought he. might 
find it difficult, but he wants to 
do it. 1 would expect people to 
weep at funerals if that (s how 
they feeL But we have been vety 
careful here to combine griev- 
ingwith thanksgiving and hope, 
and I would not expect much 
weeping by the end." 

Westminster Abbey staff said 
last night that they had been un- 
able to source the two passages 
to be read by the Princess’s sis- 
ters, Lady Sarah and Lady Jane 
Fellowes, but hoped to identi- 
. fy them before the ceremony. 

.The choice of “Song for 
Athene" by John T&vener to 
lead into the national period of 
silence at; the end of the service 
is particularly poignant It was 
written by Thvener in 1993 as -a 
tribute to a young friend who 
was killed in a cydmg accident. 


- hallucinations- and it can be very 
infectious," 

. Dr Anthony TfcyJor, a lectur- 
er at Warwick University, 
added: “People are starting to. 
see Diana as a secular Virgin 
Mary. In DthoHc countries, the 
Virgin iMUuy has appeared to 
people at times of crisis." 


special low 


introductory rate, 

it isn’t. 


introducing the Bank Bank of Scotland I 13L9X APR* 
of Scotland Visa Card. If 


you’re one of the 10 

million people who don’t — — ■ — 

clear ttie balance on their 

credit cards each month 

this is a card that could Coil>tWH '" ,J ^ 
save you a lot of money. a 1 

Just take a look at the table yoi 
to see how much lower our APR is £2 
compared to other major credit 
cards. Unlike many other cards yoi 
with low APR’s this isn't a special 
offer that will be withdrawn 


Wo Annual Pea 
£10 Annual Fee 
£12 Annual Fee 
£12 Annual fee 
£12 Annual Fee 


Barrtaycand r'^LSni iff!*--: £10 Ann 

NatWest 'ZLSKAPR •- £12 Ann 

Midland Bank 2&B»APB . £12 Ann 

Uoyds [,;'3g.9% API I , - -• £12 Ann 

Comparand aaa ta cornea aa ol SO/S/97 Saro Mone^adte 

a few months, later, it's real. If 
able you keep an average balance of 
’R is £2.000 you could save £150 a year, 
redit It’s also extremely flexible, 

ards you set your own spending limit 




k then simply agree it with 
^ us. Ybu'il find there's no 
= ~ — annual fee, and you don’t 

~ even need to have a 

: Bank of Scotland account 

— — to have one. 

We also provide you 

with credit card cheques, making 
it easy to transfer other expensive 
credit or store card balances to 
your Bank of Scotland Visa Card. 

If you want to start paying 
less Interest on your credit cards, 
give us a call today. 


BAHKOF SCOTLAID 
BANKING DIRECT ' 

0800 236 700 


Please send me more information on Bank of Scotland visa Card. Post to: Bank of Scotland, Bankii« Direct FREEPOST. 16 Bernard Street 

Edinburgh EH6 GPP. E-maiL bofipress9marketdb.demonxo.uk 


Postcode; Telephone Number dofh&b 


Flew note: ft dpofy hr Credit fadHttai you must to aged IS w owr. FhI details md e •riam Consumr Oedtt quotation are avdiaWe hwn Sank of Suttand, Baokkid 
ttnrct. Prtrowte Buslftiss Pak. Dunfermline. KY« 48S. aji fcndlre w sucreci to nppratoii by me Dan* or me nnpfcw s (iranciii stonttn*. -Bonk or Scorni-W, and 
‘ftMMng Mrae*' ere aB rastatBM Trade Marts Vm Gowmor and Company of the Bank of Scotland. ’For an transaction* ecapt caaii achentaa bx which the kPR te 
l&Sk. A mWmian of 3M or £5 of the atnsiarKflng tatonca. whichever s the graatar. must be rapad aoeh month. Bdnk at Seodana *dbsoibw to the Code (1987) 

red adheres to the code of Mortgage Lanone Practice. Thera ii no mteiBK tree erecBi period 00 ms cam. 
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Diana 1961-1997 


the crowds 



Police security 


be biggest ever 


iason Bennetto 

The longest security operation 
ever mo an ted in London is ex- 
pected to surround tomorrow's 
funeral. 

More than 20,000 police offi- 
cers will be used to maintain or- 
der for an estimated crowd of up 
to six mtllk m people. Sir Paul 
Condon, the Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, said 
yesterday that the event was 
“unprecedented” and he warned 
parents to thin k twice before 

bringing young child ren into the 

beavmg crowds. He also said that 
some people with disabilities 


Camping out a couple take up their places outside Westminster Abbey two days early so as not to miss the funeral cortege Photograph: Tom Pilston 
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BT’s Weekend Saver means that in September you can save 69% on national calls. So, at the weekend, 
phoning anywhere in the UK will cost just lp a minute, the price of a local call. (The 5p minimum charge applies). 

For information on BT’s discounts call 24 hour Freefone 0800 003 800. 


The cost of calling keeps on falling BT J? 

~ “ a,a ~ 3 290 a —*■ 0 "" 11 — - - ~ . 




Sir Paul told a press briefing: tops of buildings throughout the 
“People should come prepared day and will be monitoring sur- 
for a long wait as they may find vciilancc cameras along the 
themselves confined to a par- routes and surrounding areas, 
ticuiar area for several hours. Sir Paul said: “Wc are plan- 
parents should carefully con- ring for all contingencies. There 
sider whether to bring very are no new threats expected. A 
young children and avoid the ' huge significant security oper- 
most congested areas.” adon is already in place. 

Sir Paul revealed details of He later added: “Everyone 
the vast security operation tak- involved in the arrangements 
mg place from today and over is seeking to respond to three 
the weekend- He said Scotland important concerns. First, pub- 
Yard was preparing Lo deal lie safety, in anticipation of sev- 
with up to six million people eral million people being 
lining the funeral route from present in Central London. 
Kensington Palace to West- Secondly, the security, feelings 
minster Abbey, which is ex- and dignity of those who will 
pected to f«kp one hour and 50 take part in the funeral 
minutes. procession. 

Two shifts of 8.000 uni- “Finally, the need of the 

formed officers nation to express 

will guard the / -7 ' ts . f collective 

route? Spaced LjTeOple gnefwuhpoten- 

evenly in front 9 w ^ 1 7 Hally millions of 

of the barriers, SI foflUld Popple to be 

the officers will WUM-W able to be pre- 
face the crowd / > /74*pny//ll “V 1 and to 

throughout the tllf VJ Wily able to see the 

I procession. An avApnr projj^Sian. 

additional 2,000 COVlSlllGY “l! is hoped 

volunteer Spe- i , r th “ l eve| y® ne 

I dal Constables WflGtilGY tO who turns up can ■ 

are also expected , . be accommodat- 

to help out, and bring VOUTlff ed a, “ n8 ,be 

an estimated ■ » ^ route. However, 

1,500 plain- s* fan 1/1 'PPM 7 officers feel 

clothed CLD VillWAM Ztil y that 3 a area H 

officers will min- becoming too 

gle with the PflAll CondOTI awgcstedpeopJe 

crowds to ensure _ will be redirected 

public order is ~ elsewhere.' 1 

maintained. Sir Paul warned people to 

On standby will be SO police plan ahead and bring rain- 
horses and their riders to deal proof dolhing, water and food 
with any crushes in the crowd All buses and tube stations ex- ^ . 
as the coffin passes, and emer- eept for Westminster, will be 5 
gency back up teams to deal running on Saturday, although 
with any other disorder. huge delays are expected. Park- 

Officers from the City of ing restrictions were being in- 
London police, British Trans- traduced south of the River 
port Police and the Royal Thames from midnight last 
Parks Police will also be on night and parking will be 
duty. The cortege will be ac- severely limited in central 
companied by police motor- London on Saturday, 
cycle outriders as security staff. People who will be commut- 

induding members of Scotland ing from outside London have 
Yard's Royal Protection been advised that they should 
Branch, as it makes its way park in the suburbs and use 
along the Ml. public transport. 

The huge number of VCPs at- Sir Paul also said that plans 
tending the funeral will also re- were not yet finalised for the 
ceive special protection, transfer of the Princess’s body 
Security checks have already from St James’s Palace to 
started with anti-terrorist and Kensington Palace on Friday 
specialist squad members nighL He refused to comment 
searching potential danger on the suggestion that Prince 
areas along the route, such as Charles and his two sons might 
rooftops and sewers. be planning to accompany the 

Police will be positioned on cortege. 

Travel headache 
as millions headi 
for the capital 


U mS W 

children } 

Paul Condon 


Mojo Mayes 

A train named by Diana, 
Princess of Wales, is to provide 
overnight accommodation for 
some of the mourners travelling 
to London for her funeral on 
Saturday. 

The Red Cross, named by the 
Princess in May 1988, will re- 
main on platform one at 
Paddington station in London 
tonight. It will provide shelter 
for 480 passengers, who might 
otherwise have lo sleep rough. 

Great Western, the train’s 
owner, said a number of its dri- 
vers were giving up rest days to 
help get mourners to London. 

Many train companies are 
laying on extra services to cope 
with the huge crowds expected. 

London Tilbury and 
Southend (LTS) Rah isdoubling 
and tripling the length of some 
trains and providing free car 
parking at nearly all stations. 

With mourners advised to ar- 
rive in good time for the funeral, 
some trains will reach London 
as early as 4.55am. London 
Underground is providing extra 
trains but is warning that West- 
minster station will be closed all 
day for safety reasons. 

The coach company Nation- 
al Express said it was providing 
at least 100 additional coaches 
and advised people 10 book as 
early as possible. The firm said 


it was experiencing “unprece- 
dented demand” and a two- 
minute silence would be 
observed at Ham on Saturday 
at its coach stations. 

Virgin Trains said money 
raised by the sale of its £6 
Weekend First tickets would be 
donated to the Princess Diana 
Memorial Fund 

Many roads in central Lon- 
don will be closed on Saturday 
from early morning until the 
bulk of the crowds have dis- 
persed. Motorists were being 
advised dol to drive into Lon- 
don. The Highways Agency said 
most roadworks would be sus- 
pended but Westminster Coun- 
cil warned parking restrictions 
in central London would be 
strictly enforced. 

British Airways said it had 
sold an estimated 4,000 extn j 
rickets to people worldwide 
wishing to attend the funeral. 
Most interest has come from the 
United States, followed by 
France, Germany and Holland. 

Meanwhile, car hire compa- 
ny Hertz, which was running a 
promotion offering a free Mer- 
cedes for a month and the 
chance to take part in a Mer- 
cedes-Benz safety driving 
course, has dropped the scheme 
“as a mark of rcspecf.The 
driver of the Mercedes in the 
Diana death-crash had 
completed the course. 
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the aftermath 


Diana 1961-1997 


Police investigate events at the Ritz 


John Lichfield 
and Louise Jury 

Paris 

The cri minal investigation of the 
crash which killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, may be ex- 
tended to "malfunctions" at 
the Ritz Hotel, sources dose to 
the inquiry said yesterday. 

Police are looking at a “series 
of serious, contributory and 
unfortunate" events, including 
the fact that the Ritz driver had 
been drinking heavily and was 
nol qualified to drive the high- 


powered car involved. Police 
sources told Agence France 
Press that these said that these 
were regarded as “important el- 
ements in the investigation”. Po- 
lice were not satisfied with the 
co-operation received from the 

Ritz on several visits, to try to 
"unravel the threads of contra- 
dictory accounts." 

A “certain halo of mystery" 
surrounded the Khz's version of 
events on the fateful night, the 
sources said. Legal action on 
these “malfunctions" was not 
ruled out. 


I Good causes to benefit 
from £200m memorial 

A huge range of good causes will benefit from the 
memorial fund set up in the name of Diana, Princess of 
Whies - nor just her favourite charities. 

As an international credit card hotline was set ap to 
receive an estimated £200m, the trustees of the fund 
announced that they had given themselves powers to 
spread the money far and wide. More than 3,500 telephone 
hues were activated at 3pm yesterday. The telephone 
number -0990 664422 -wul be operational 24 hours a day 
and can take calls from abroad without an international 
code. BT is to channel any profits bade into the funcL'The 
Diana, Princess of Wfales. Memorial Fund was formally 
established yesterday afternoon. Steve Boggan 

Pavarotti to attend funeral 

Luciano Pavarotti, the tenor, will attend Diana’s funeral 
after alt but be wfil not sing, it emerged last night. 

Pavarotti, one of Diana’s favourite performers and a 
personal friend, said earlier this week that be was too 
grief-stricken to travel to the funeral. But he has now 
changed his mind, his publicist said yesterday. 

From Russia with love 

Russia’s leading diamond-producing company has named 
its latest find - a giant 64.22 carat diamond - after Diana. 

The Princess shall be remembered as “a true princess of 
the people, a symbol of royal nobility and charity," the 
Almazy Rossii-Sakha company said. The Princess Diana 
diamond measures 19.9 by 19.7 by 15.5 millimeters. 

Village cordoned off 

From 6pm last night Great Brington, the village in which 
Diana wtil be buried, became an exclusion zone. Until 
6am on Monday morning only the 250 villagers, who have 
been issued with special passes, will be allowed to enter 
and leave the village. Clare Gamer 

Closing time for pubs 

Pubs across the country will remain closed until after 
Saturday s funeral service as a mark of respect. Some pubs 
will not open until 2pm and some, sited near to the 
Spencer estate in Northamptonshire, will be dosed all day. . 
Pubs on the route of -the cortege out of London will not 
open until half an hour after the procession has passed. 


Three more photographers 
who witnessed the car crash 
which killed Diana gave them- 
selves up to paftceyeiterday and 
will almost certainly face crim- 
inal accusations. 

The trio are the source of the 
pictures of the Princess lying 
mortally injured m the wreck- 
age which were offered to news- 
papers and magazines 
worldwide last weekend. . 

It is expected that, like six 
photographers and a motor- 
bike messenger detained at the 
scene, they wfil be placed under 


formal examination for 
manslaughter, recklessly caus- 
ing injury and failing to offer as- 
sistance after an accident. 

The owner of the agency 
employing two of the men, 
Laurent Sola of LS Presse, con- 
firmed yesterday that he had 

“marketed" pictures of the 
wrecked car, including five 
close-ups of Diana injured in the 
wreckage. He said that as soon 
as he heard that Diana was 
dead, he withdrew the pictures 
from the market. 

Mr Sola said that he saw 


nothing wrong on the night in 
selling the pictures of Diana be- 
cause you could “recognise her 
perfectly. She is pretty m the pic- 
ture. There ts just a little thing 
in her left eye." 

In the meanrime.it was con- 
firmed yesterday that Dodi 
Fayed collected a £130,000 di- 
amond ring from an exclusive 
Paris jeweller on the afternoon 
before the accident. 

According to the London- 
based insurers of the ring, Mr 
Ffeyed had ordered the piece of 
jewellery, to bis own design, ten 


days before. He collected It on 
Saturday on “approval", with 
payment promised later. It is be- 
lieved that he gat e the zing to 
Diana during their dinner be- 
fore the accident but it remains 
unclear whether ft was intend- 
ed as an engagement ring. 

Relatives- of Mr Fayed said 
earlier this week that the cou- 
ple intended to announce that 
they were getting manned in the 
near future. 

The jewellers, Alberto Re- 
possi, on the Place de 
Vendome, opposite the Ritz 



Hotel, where the couple dined. [ — 
did not deny the story yesterday, 

They said that they were 
“friends of the al-Fayed family" 
but could not give any more d’e- tVH. . 
tails out of respect for the pri- WBT 
vacy of their clients. * 

Two Scotland Yard officers, 
travelled to Paris earlier this ^ B T 
week to talk to French police in- . 
vcstig&ting the crash. Scotland 
Yard said yesterday that the jg| V 
two officers were not assisting 
the H iwaite tion of the accident 

but would remain in "liaison" Dodi Fayed: May have 


with the French police. 


proposed to Diana 


An invite for 
Hillary, but 
not for Bill 


Cerebral palsy sufferer Laura Stanford, six, of Reading, Berkshire, stood in for the Princess yesterday to launch 
a £2m appeal for the Osteopathic Centre For Children in London Photograph: Tim OctendertfW 


Mary P ej e w ky 

Washingon 

President Clinton's decision 
not to go to London to attend 
the Princess of IRfaks's funeral 
was not his own. but was forced 
by the British gove rnm ent - and 
ultimately, ft. must be assumed, 
by the Failure - ft was stated yes- 
terday. 

There had been m litterings of 
dissatisfaction in the United 
Slates, where there has been an 
overflowing of public emotion 
following the Princess's death, 
about the fact that the US 
would be represented not by 
the President, but by the firsi 
lady. Hillaiy Clinton, who 
would be attending in a “per- 
sonal" capacity. 

In a dear attempt to answer 
this criticism. Mrs Clinton's 
trip has been upgraded to an of- 
ficial visit and a White House 
spokesman, Joe Lockhart told 
reporters that the Prime Min- 
ister and British diplomats had 
"conveyed" that Mrs Clinton 
would be a “more appropriate" 
representative. 

"Put simply," the spokesman 
was quoted as saying, “Clinton 
was not invited". 

There had earlier been un- 
confirmed reports that Mr din- 
ton had been asked to stay 
away lest other heads of state 
feel obliged to match the US 
level of representation. This, it 


was said, would create organi- 
sational problems because there 
would be too many people for 
Westminster Abbey. 

However, it was also specu- 
lated that the Palace wanted to 
avoid even (he appearance of a 
state funeral. 

The depth of America’s re- 
sponse to Diana’s death was fur- 
ther reflected in an attempt by 
the US Senate - hardly a bas- 
tion of monarchism - to dcd&re 
Saturday a day of national 
mourning. It was pointed out, 
however, that only the President 
had the right to declare days of 
national mounting and the Sen- 
ate had to content itself by vot- 
ing unanimously for a day of 
“recognition" for Princess Di- 
ana’s humanitarian work - a 
move later mirrored by the 
House of Representatives. 

■ The Prime Minister's office 
said yesterday - as it has said ear- 
lier m the week - that there was 
no question of Tony Blair ask- 
ing the President not to come: 
Mr Clinton had “already picked 
up the signal" that it was to be 
the people's funeral, and there- 
fore said he would not be com- 
ing. Sources said the presence of 
the President, along with swarms 
of secret servicemen, would 
have been out of key with the oc- 
casion, and the presence of one 
bead of stale would have opened 
the way for other leaders to daim 
a place in the Abbey. 
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Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 


Halifax Solid Gold 
(30 Day Notice) 


Woobvich Premier 90 
(90 Day Notice) 


Nationwide 
Capital builder (90 Day) 


£1- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

5.55% | 

5.90% 

4.10%' 

4.85% 

N/A 

4.80% 

N/A 

5.20% 


£24,999 J £49,999 £99,999 


6.75% 6.90% 7.00% 


5.15% 5.55% 5.65% 5.65% 


5.75% 6.00% 6.25%* 


6 . 10 % 




AS ratetaragmCfbuedonimial payment of InttnaM and c orre c t at I st September 1997. Source: Mooeyfacxs. 
*RMe effective from CSOO.f+From <200,000 m if 6.75%. 


Our savings rates were higher than the banks and budding societies before, now 
they're higher sriE. 

And with Direct Line you get high returns with no notice required and 
no penalties. 

You access your money by phone, so it’s convenient too. 

And there’s no restriction on the number of withdrawals. 

You can pool your savings with family or friends for even higher returns. ^ 
Get more for your money, call Direct Line. 

0181 667 1121 0161 833 1121 



DIRECT LINE 


0141 221 1121 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday. On Saturday 6th September these lines will have 

restricted opening hours of 2pm to 5pm. Please quote ref. INDIOl 
wwwLdireedlne^o^uJc A Royal Bank of Scotland company 
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SAVE tS £130 


m 5 ™ E*£60 lE&li ^^Vrahon 


ON LAUNDRY 

ii/uuyagp 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 

ELECTRICAL STORES 


MUST GUP MOMPAY 




CREDA oanoi uoo spin -Ea^jr 

Save'Autamsher | 

30 pregnane 
ambbKkre, Madri 
1IIB7.WK WUl 
frame Wgfwn t—mw 


HOTPOINT saoSfta-Xqmfa«aM*w 

Avaffarte In Polar MH SALE PUKE 
Whitn, Linen or 
Mercury. 

Model WM62. ImJ 

f«« 39. w mm ma rb ownr 


HOTPOIfTT mo 

Avsllabla In Polar 
Whitt, linen or 
Mercury 

Model WM63. 

Was £499-99- UMMlB UM BT WH CHMf 


HOTPOINT QBO Spin parts’ MBMdnr 

Aquarius Wash MM|| SALE MKX 

Synannus. wmm 

SE0£42939 

10 MOMIHS DfTSBST mi onnir 


r V .’' J? t'Tff 1 


: iior 


£ io 


HOTPOINT ana 

Available In Polar 

iMilm. Ltnan or 

Mercury. 

Model WD62. 


mms-i - - r r i -fc £ 

VAl 

S3 


■ Automatic 
defrost. 

■ Reverslbta door. 
Model L1 13. 

Was £209-99. 


130 


e 13o!ES! 

n~ r.r- tt 


MOO 


FINAL REDUCTION 

55 




130 L 

SAVE t u o p el30 


■asorfreerer i 
rating. 

■ Fast freeze tocSRty. 
Model CV120S. 

Was £259.99. 


4.1 euit. Upright Freezer 


33 £17959 


rANDY» ^^ _ 

Fridge Fm««r 189^^ 

5.7 w.H. fridge. RfV 

Model CF27/11S. K1H fjlBM 

was £4593*- M¥D X1 SSoKtS?^ 
10 MOUTHS gwaWST WEE qptwg 


ON DISHWASHERS 


ZANUSSI 

Model 2FKKWA 

£39959 


150 


TRICITY BEND IX 


BOSCH Ecological 


Bflna Diilinallm — SALK PWK3! 

4 proreammes. PM V*A 

vte&x&t' B iUfZ 6959 

was C279A c Momts n^Er ms opnaa* 



ON A HUGE RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 




SAVE HALF PRICE 

ON CLEANERS 


111 




£60 


HOOVER upright 
Model U2106 fllRT 

was £179.99. lifflil 

in-store Price lyrifC 


£9939. a*a * 

HWRYlwmtE STOCKS 


f89« 


r-*. .i ’« , 



SAVE VS £200 

ON TELEVISIONS 


.-to.: ♦ 


£ 10 


— iji.'-lvjr 


MATSU I aasaa 

hMi Remote Control 

49cm risible screen ■FT 
site Wii !l 

Model 2 DOT. » re* 

was £349391 Was £189.99 


ESlf179j9 

189.99. 


G RUN DIG 28" NICAM Stereo TV 
With Fasten wngg SALE PRICE 

66cm vbbfe screen HaR M JA 
size. Modal TT7a725.R|L1i rflilMoo 
Was £699391 Was aCMt a T^/>93 
£56939. C MONTHS INTHIE5T FftBE OPnON* 


GRUND 1 G 21- KKA M Stamp™ 

with Fastexf BWMR SALE PRICE 

Sian visible PN AAA 

£35 £573. E!l££W59 

Was £349.99. i MOHIW BTBBT HE OPTION* 





^1000 Spin ‘Ecowash’ 
Autowasher 

27 programme combinations. 
Model 17086. 

Was £39939. 

‘n^o re Prica VOUCHER PRICE 


Hi&ZM . _^*V £ 0 . 

a A A U ■ • to •.<•*••:•••••**> 




£27999 




CANDY f 

9.7 cu.1t Fridge 


' v-’ ' r-s L V 

:80 







SONY 2S - NKAMStwoTV with Fastet 
S9cm visible TW SALe 

MtSti KV2W1. K^j|fdQQ(|Q 

Was £54939. 

9 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION* 






MISSION 

CD Mini HI-FI k 

Model MINI 7. f 
Was J24ftWl Was £54939. 
In-store Price £49939. 

9 MONTHS BfTEREST FKS 
OPTION^ 

VOUCHER PRICE 


Wasi369391 
Was £27939. 


VOUCHER PRICE 
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BUSH 2*” MCAM Stano TV with TMataxt SONY 2TMCAM Stereo TV with Fasten 

■ 66an Mdbie ureen MMiaionHia 68an visible ■MMSAiepfOCE 

sire. ■includes stand. VM ma screen size. m FAA 

Model 2863NIX VTillr^AJoO Model KV29F1. Kill rSUMnn 

frame Price £449.99. 13JJI LJf Jjj Was £649.99. K£i!i tjjjin 

6 MONTHS wmesi ms OPTION* 9 MONTHS MTStEST NEE OPTION* 


SAVE 

110 



VIDEO RECORDERS 

FROM UNDER e115 


INGERSOLL nBwna Anotune 


fad Sty. Model VX3S0. Was £124.99. 


MATSU I M WHBB tong Ptay Video 

with Remote Control SALE PRICE 

IST**— 

Model VX1105. luJtll^J!l 
Was £13939. 


GRUN DIG Long Pla y Video 
vrith videoPlus PHTOH Oarers raw 
VtdooPim and PDC BraytM aart 
for easy reliable EBGS fl /MqQ 

programming. RiEifl I I f 

Model GV6001. 


SANYO Lon g Pity Vid eo whh 
VldeoPtm and PDC ■MMVOlIQBRn 

■ Auto set-up fadtiy- B»fl JAA 

■ VldeaHus and PDC fX{|l el MM DO 

Model VHR287L KCfcfl Z I 
frstora Prfce £22939. 


MATSU I HSittWHI 


4-Head NICAM Stereo Video With 
VldaoPte and POC SALE PRICE 


SONY 

PLAYSTATION 

4-Game Pack '/ 

Includes; ATien Trilogy 
Thundeitsawfc 2. Hardcrire 4*4 • 
and Onade Soccer. ■ 

Console aho available separately 
£12939. 

Tool Separate SeSing Price £27435. 
In-store Price 

£19935. VOUCHER PRICE 


i -t \ 

l£2SRS ' 


A ZANUSSI 

^ Full-Size Dishwasher 


■ Unique 'muld-radc* 




-ICWa 

■iSkw; 

-t.w\’.V.. 


Auto set-up fadlrty. 
Model VP9605. 

Was £239.99 



.400 
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SAVI 


SONY BD 4-Heed SuporlHlngk FACAIf 
Stereo Video tiritii reNHSAUPWa 
VhtaaHia and TOC i*W ANA 
Model 9VE 720. BUllr^/MoO 

Was £39939. IUJIJI JnU 

9 months wraoesr use option* 


£25 



"i;A5c* ' v • . ■, 

w Jf 


.•■^£130 


SAVE 



SAVE TOTAL OF e 270 


ON CD HI-FI 


SAVE 

100 




I 


..... .. v.*- 
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JVC CD Mini w-n 

Multiplay - plays SALE PRICE 

141 to 3 CDs. HI AAA 

Model MXD601. Ktllr/MMoO 
Was £349.99. ifiJlfcll tijj 

6 MOHTHS IKIBIEST HIEE OPTION* 


PANASO NIC CD MM HWT 

3B=BS 

Model SCAK40. SMOCK NTBCSr IBS apmr 




SOIAL U 

:85 


SMi 
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AIWA Ufbre-Comprect CD Micro HLH 
■ Logk ussera sale raia 

•E-sr EU£l69fl 

Model LCX330 Was £199 99. 





FREE 

DEEP FRYER 

? m 




WHARFEDALE DBS 

CD Mini Hi-H ■nHCUMn PUKE 

S»rS799» 

II Monw MTBIEST FRS ornoir *ASL for details 


SAVE to £120 

ON CAMCORDERS 


£34939 


£37939 


SONY H-a cjrpto tdat Wtdl s on Digtol Zoom 
6 auto exoosure MIM SALE PRICE 


rSs- MiSISsi 

Was £59939 1HM1K— TU B OPTION* 


NEW RANGE TOP BRAND 
MULTIMEDIA PCs 
| FROM £ 1099 

B 





FINAL REDUCTION 


PACKARD BELL 

fttttf P166MHZ NbMmrefla PC 

■ 16Mb RAMQGb hard drive. 

■ S-veed CD-ROM reWM SALE PRICE 

S3 £ 1099 

T2 MONTHS MEREST FREE OPTKMr 
INCLUDES £1000 SOFINUUIE A* for death 


■ 16Mb RAM£L2Gb 
hard drive. 

■ 24-tpasd 
CEMOM drive. 

.Model PULSAR 19. 


£1399 


NEW 


CANON 8m m Camcor de r eWt HLH 
Stereo Sound HCTSI cunlTS pna 
Remote control BMWl AAA 

b £49755 


• Aik fof details >VV 

9 MONTHS INTEREST R1EE OPTION* 


{69939 


pno.N | | 

■Oii: 300 feaafiaaf 


SAVE £200 

ON COOKERS 




SANYO Upri ght Qere 

■ 1000 watt UK 

motor. BH 

■ On-board toots, ■filll 

Mode! 5CU8WA HM 
Was £11939. 


ti^ss 


DYSON MB ” 

AWrWCTlCA SOLO Dull P1EB 1 1 
Cydom upright ame M S MT r 
Model DCOt r** ™ * 

aktarctka solo sictmsaflaST 



PRICES REDUCED 
FURTHER ON MANY PRODUCTS 


THIS WEEK 


HURRY 1 LIMITED STOCKS 


SONY a - mm 






Zmist* ttm. 


m ms 



AIWA Muldptay PrcHUjgk 

CD Mini >6-H ■■■ rennreff 

Model AV90. HUB AAA 

Was £44939. Kf il r <WM QQ 

Irvnore Price I 

£42939. 


JVC BIIUU Uhre-Compaa CD 
Mao Hi-fi n| TOoa»p»a 

Modal UXA4. BBB «J* 

Was £24939. RIllf/lMoQ 

livttore Price KEII&li/.» 

£229.99; 


VQOOtEiPnCE 

S {21939 




SANYO Por table CP S yrtant 
2Q track . VOOCHW PttCI 

programmable CD. BBB AA 
Model MCD-MS53. Bill rMMoQ 
WBt £12939. Wla 
m -store Price £11939. 


:50 W** . ^ 

: i;> 5 U,c3/ra p51 : 
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AIWA Dolby PRhUgk CD Mini MM 
Mrfdplay-playi up to 3 CDs vouoapna 
Model AVH1 Was £499.99. AAA 
in-store Price £47939. e/1/1 M ao 

HUntriLBBTED STOCKS IXWJ3 


Mi- 


EPSON Coloor InkJet Prtntar 
Model STYLUS 50a aBOl VOUCH 
Was£19»a». JN 

Was 089391 WM W^ll rl 4 
£15939. In-store UTl £ I J 
Price £14939- 


SUPER NINTENDO 

_ Games Console 
In-store Price £4939. 
DISPLAY STOCKS 
ONLY - CH£OC 
LOCAL STORE FOR 
AVAILABILITY 




HOTPOINT 1200 Spin UMna' 


rw 


AEG 1000 Spin ttgtbonlc Autowaslw 
Model 6200. 
wasi53M9: 

Was £479.99. 
irvstore Price 
£449.99. 


{59939 
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FINAL REDUCTION 



:250, 


Mm n ose 


FINAL REDUCTION 


{21939 


HOTPOINT 




{1599 


CREDA B 

Bectrie Cbokar 
Model 49134. 

Was £499.99. 
In-store Mce 
£369.99. 6 Momns 
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Only Currys bring you all this 








NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 




Many of ore onran prices are Cunys lowest 
ewr. find a lower price for the same produa 
and offcL mnpfela. new. bond and bi stack 
re a fatal shop wftNn 7 days of potfrere and 
well maid) iL 


ON 


WE'LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 


FOR YEARS TO 
COME 

Up to 5 years expert 
sendee support 
when you buy a 
Masterare 
Coverplan Service 
Agreement. 
♦HJUSNTBtEST 
FREE OFRON WHB9 
PURCHASED WTTH 
ANY PKOOUCT OVB? 
ElORAsk ItMtore 
for details. 


With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit offer In-store. 
Ask for details. 



Repairs 7 days a week 

{same day wherever 
possible). 


For mast large Items 
if you phone before 
Warn Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 mUes of 
a Currys store. 


Oil 


6 k 


--.Jit:. 




T? : 

If 




*For exceptional 
value, exdt alwe to 
D5G Retail Lid. 


:MOPS: 


For direct, doorstep 
deTrvery, Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 8881 45 (9am- 
530pm Mon-Sat, 
10am-5pm Sun). 
Defhrery charges -from 
£335. Part of 
DSG Retail Ltd. 


UPGRADES 

AvailaUa In-store. 


GA? 



7DAnA«BC 

0»1 51016 
Calb cost 50p per 
minute. 


ELeCTRK 


■BriUUOlOH 

On aD free-standing 
gas and electric 
cooken by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 


Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

STORES OPEN FROM 2PM THIS SATURDAY 


+ EXAMPLE OF | 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION | 
ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 1 


UAUflTUinDK Aaounthin W™«frreH'Ypald 

tiUll II llUnlO ih fuD before (or with) 6th, 9th 
or 12th monthly rep a yment 
□rending to the period Hated with the produa. 

See our Hon it Works' showered In-store for detaib. 
Example based on Cash Prior of £*3939. 


EITHER 12 
MONTHS 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 


20% deposit of £9939. 


12 monthly payments of £1333. 
Batanca of 03734 before 
(or with) the 12th monthly 
repayment, fotal amount payable 
£49939. INTEREST 0%. 



5PHLAD T-E 

Ta cost 

I’.VITH .-.S MGI.TKLV 
REPAYMEf.TS 


For loan vahies £1000 and over minhnus deport 

d 10%. Subfoa » status wfwn 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS! 




look out for dwqwcM voudwr tainy an n b rtii preduettdvaogwut this advenlWit. 

ttta thbreirert to reiy Qaiyi SOM K chAn yoir dxmBL One woudire revfog pw 
pudiM Hot fa- me whh Mher oAbs. reamh uw only Dimount wtog Coda 4 |Hwi Otto 
Offal HUKIYI These Vttithar prices vafld only IKS MorattyBChSaptoRibar 1997. 

































































3S 


."Mi 


a 

Mrs 




\:nte se 




b ! 

! 






news 


Barbican announces plan to humanise itself 


David lister 

Arts News Editor. 

The much-criticised Barbican 
Centre in London is to be given, 
a “new human face" by its 
m a n a gin g director John Tusa. 

The arts centre has suffered 
years of critidsm from audi- 
ences who daim it is hard to find 
your way about; and it has been 
plagued by management prob- 


lems before Mr.Tbsa's arrival 
from the BBC World Service. 

' Yesterday Mr Tbsa launched 
the fust fid! season at die cert-. 
. tre without the year-long resi- 


Company which will only be in 
London for the winter months. 

Announcing an eclectic pro- 
gramme including foreign . 
theatre, seasons by the Royal . 
Opera and Royal - Ballet, con- 


temporary dance companies, 
comedy performances outdoors 
in the sculpture court, and the 
centre’s first education 
programme. 

But Mr Tusa’s sew director 
of public affairs, Ruth Hasnip, 
said; “The message from, our 
audiences following extensive 
customer research was very 
clear. We needed to communi- 
cate the tinman side of the 


bufldmg, the lively mix of our 
audience and the welcoming 
staff, as well as the exciting 
programme.” 

And so the new Barbican 
Centre will have two mobile 
information points in the foyer 
to tell visitors how to find their 
way around. New, brightly 
coloured uniforms are being 
introduced for the 150 stewards 
and box office staff! And the 


monthly events guides have 
gaily coloured covers pro- 
claiming “helpful staff” as an 
added plus for the centre. 

The centre has undergone a 
£1.9m tran sfo r m ation, upgrad- 
ing the acoustics in the main 
theatre and giving it two 
orchestra pits and a new sprung 
floor for dance. 

Mr Tbsa said: “The Barbican 
Centre will always be at . the 


Barbican. There is nothing we 
can do to change that Some 
people don’t like coming here, 
but two million people do. The 
Barbican Theatre with its inti- 

male auditorium ...is one of the 
best equipped stages in London. 
It has now become a unique 
space within the London scene 
- no other theatre can offer the 
range and flexibility to play 
such a wide variety of work" 


DNS* 


David Usbome 

New York 

Hither it is a hoax of grand pro- 
portions or the best news the art 
world has heard in years: 12 
masterpieces, including works 
by Rembrandt and Degas, 
stolen in Boston seven years 
ago, may have been found. ' 
What was arguably the art 
theft of the century happened 
on 18 March 1990, when two 
men dressed as police officers 
forced their way into the Is- 
abella Stewart Gardner Muse- 
um m Boston and made off with 
the paintings valued at $30Gm. 

- Among the works were two 
Rembrandts, A Lady and a 
Gentleman in Black and Storm 
on the Sea of Galilee, the only 
known seascape by thepaimer, 
-as well as Vermeer’s The Con- 
cert. Also purloine d that mom- 

‘They’re hoaxers 
or go-betweens. 
We don’t know 
yet, do we?’ 

ing were paintings by Manet. 


FBI, which made the capture of 
the art thieves a highest prior- 
ity, yielded a zero. 

Until, that is, a shady an- 
tiques dealer in Boston, facing 
charges of drugs and weapons 
possession, came forward re- 
cently, claiming that he knew 
the whereabouts of die missing 
art. 

William Youngworth told the 
FBI that he and an art-thief 
friend serving time in a feder- 
al prison, Myles Connor, had in- 
formation that would lead 
agents to recovering the long- 
lost works. Both men were 
serving prison terms at the time 


of the theft and could not have 
been directly involved. 

in return for the information, 
Mr Youngworth demanded im- 
munity from all charges filed 
against him, the release of Con- 
nor from prison and the $5m 
(£2.9m) reward still outstand- 
ing for the return of the paint- 
ings. Mr Youngworth repeated 
his demands in a television in- 
terview broadcast on Wednes- 
day evening. 

Understandably, the Gardner 
museum is excited. Formal con- 
tacts between its lawyers and 
representatives of Mr Young- 
worth are underway. . . .. 

Yesterday Coniror was tem- 
porarily transferred from his cell 
in Pennsylvania to Boston to en- 
ter serious negotiations with the 
FBI. 

Neither man has a reparation 
that invites trust tram the au- ' 
tftorifies. Mr Youngworth; 38, 
has a history of forgery and 
making false daims. Courier, 54, 
allegedly Mr Youngwortb’s 
mentor, was a night-chib rock 
singer in the. Sixties' and Sev- 
enties, authorities said, before 
beginning a career of crime. 

. The men do, however, have ' 
some special credibility in this 
instanc e. 

Connor, in particular, has a 
ol investigation bv toe history of stealing art works and 
then securing leniency from 
prosecutors by turning up oth- . . 
er treasures already missing. 

In 1975, for instance, he 
pleaded guilty to stealing An- 
drew Wyeth paintings from a 
Maine estate but escaped jail by 
directing prosecutors to a $5m 
Rembrandt stolen previously 
from the Boston Museum of. 
Fine Arts. 

Serious attention started be- 
ing paid to Mr Youngworth 
last week after it was disclosed 
that he had secretly arranged a 
visit by a reporter from the 
. Boston Herald newspaper to 
see one of the paintings. 



Master stroke: Rembrandt's Storm on the Sea of GaMee, which a reporter may have seen Photograph: Gardner Museum 


The reporter. Tbm Mash- 
berg, was apparently taken to a 
warehouse somewhere in New 
England. and, by dim torch- 
fight, shown Rembrandt’s Storm 
on the Sea of Galilee . 

Under the front-page head- 
line “WE’VE SEEN IT!”, the 
Herald printed the astonishing 
tale last week. 

Mr Mashberg is not an art ex- 
pert, nor was be allowed to 
touch the painting be was be-* 
ing shown. But after a long 
meeting between him and the 


directors; of the Gardner mu- 
seum, the latter said it was tak- : 
ing Mr Youngworth 's cTafm 
seriously. 

What Mr Masbberg had 
seeu,the museum said, was ei- 
ther "an extremely good copy or 
it was the Gardner painting”. 

It, is not dear whether Mr 
Youngworth or CoonoTare ac- 

a uainted with the Gardner 
lieves or if they even know 
their identity. 

Mr Youngworth, who faces a 
hearing on his drugs and 


weapons charges in Boston to- 
day, is expected to meet feder- 
al agents to discuss the paintings 
immediately afterwards. 

In rode of the murkiness of 
the affair, some experts are 
daring to hope that the missing 
treasures may be hanging in the 
Gardner once more within 
weeks. 

“This is the most interesting 
lead yet," suggested Constance 
Lowenthai, of the Internation- 
al Foundation for Art Research 
in New York, which specialises 


in tracking down stolen works. 
“They’re either hoaxers or go- 
betweens. We don’t know yet, 
do we?” 

The Gardner, meanwhile, is 
unapologetic about giving cre- 
dence to Mr Youngworth and 
his claims. 

Joan Norris, the museum's 
marketing director, said that 
the significance of the 1990 
theft is “so great that the 
Gardner must do everything 
we can to recover those works 
of art”. 


DAILY POEM 


Casida of Weeping- 

By Frederico Garcia Corea 
(translated by. Edwin. Morgan) 


A ify balcony I\e drawn, I’ve shut it - 
I who could bear to hear this weeping?. 

And yet the grey walls cannot hide a : . 
there’s no sound but the sound of weeping. 

Singing artgeb are few, are few - .... 
barking dogs are few, are few - \ . - 

hundreds of notes in the shadow of a hand - 

and yet the weeping is a vast dflft 
and the weeping is angel and vioan. -;. s 

vast the angel and vast the note. ov Y 

the Hind is choked with the crying, leawng ’ 

no sound but the sound of weeping 

This version of one of Lorca’s “casidas” - based on tbc an- 
cient verse forms of Moorish Andaiuaa T asmts from the 
Collected Thmshmms of the Scottish poet EdwirrMoigan, pub- 
lished bv Carcanet (£14.95). . - 7 . .. 


tan Burred, 

Gulf War --veterans have-been 
awardeda£400JXX) package by 
the Legal Aid Board to subject 
themselves to direct medical 
testing as it emerged that the 
Government’s own tests for 
illness are only .being carried out 
Dn rats and monkeys. 

Dawbamf of Kong’s Lynn, 
which represents 450. Gulf, 
clients, said the board’s decision 
to fund the first studyinvolving 
direct medical testing was 
expected to prorideffiem with 
the evidence to sfervedozens of 
writs for oampcnsatj(^eariyin 
the newyear.. 

The Ministry of Defence has 
alsofinahy admitted that blood 
samples were taken from troops 
in the field of battle and flown 
back to die military research 
laboratories at Rortcm Down for 
analysis. . ' 


After initial denials jhat the 
blood sampling programme, 
revealed by The Irdcpcrlaait in 
Ksbniaxy, had taken p&erat all, 
the ministry has ra&ithe 
samples have been fbaydin a 
freezer at Porton Dow£ . 

Now the veterans’ la^e^wilL 
be seeking to carry out analy- 
sis of the samples, taken over a 
three-week period shortly after 
deployment to -the Gulf, to 
provide supporting evidence to 
that which is gathered in the 
new medical study. . • 

; Later this month, victims of 
the syndrome will give samples 
of blood and have biopsies 
taken. These wifi be analysed hy 
a team of sden tiss from around 
the world at laboratories: in 
London, Glasgow, Nottingham 
and North Carolina. 

Among the leading scientists 
who will be working on tfre Study 

is Goran Jamal, the Glasgow- 


IT'S A ROLLOVER! 

Draw date: 3/9/97. The winning numbers: 10,' 14*£2. 3o. 38, 43. Bonus number 2S. 


= ITVT - 1* * * *" j.-ram.i-1-i ; j;r a t.~- k.- i ■ i vim.yAk tUUtl 

A M O L: \ T rOR T O T A t EACH TIER 

‘ A H I N • ; i H 


J £5.t>oaooo 

1SL312 

. ... £ 737,889 

) £^ 608.000 

Z4.605.S00 

£ 03 , 132.771 ■ 

i ukase (pAn nraka down is www n t £16.774. 


NATIONAL LOTTERY" 

ki Camfot cartai WWjgWjwij mmjL 



based neurophysiologist, who is 
renowned for his work on 
organopbosphate poisoning An 
initial pool of 100 vete rans, w gL 
be whittled down to a group of. 
T 40 who are thought to best rep- 
resent the symptoms suffered by 
the estimated 1500 sick troops. 

. Richard Barr, who is co-or- 
dinating the. legal action, said: 
“We have been waiting for this 
for ages. We hope the tests will 
enable us to establish the 
causative link and I very much 
doubt the MoDwfll be arguing 
after that." 

Promises made after the elec- 
tion by John Reid, the armed 
forces minister, to seek out the 
cause of the Gulf War sickness 
have led to a scheme of testing 
which was dismissed as of “no 
help at all to the veterans”. 

.- In. the government expert- ■ 
merits, scientists have been told 
to administer the same vaccines 
given to the Gulf troops to a 
batch of laboratory rata, whose 
health will be monitored until 
-2001. Interim -findings are due 
at the end of next year. A sim- 
ilar set of experiments will be 
carried out on monkeys. 

But. Mr Barr said: “The 
immune responses of monkeys 
and rats are different from 
those of humans. 

“Monkeys and rats are not 
under heat stress or fatigue. 
They bays not been into battle 
or made to wear [chemical and 
biological warfare] suits. Hcrw 
do you tell when a rat is 
depressed?” . 


The veterans are angry that 
government inquiries mto the 
cause of Gulf illnesses have until 
now concentrated on epidemi- 
ological surveys based on 
questionnaires and statistical 
analysis. 

Most victims beSeve the cause 
to be the vaccines and tablets 
they were given to protect them 
from chemical and biological 
warfare, possibly inter-reacting 
with the organophosphaie sprays 
and other pesticides which were 
widely used. - 

■ The bereaved families of 
dead Gulf veterans are furious 
that their sons have been asked 
to fill out MoD questionnaires 
as part of the official study into 
why they became side. 

One former soldier, who died 
last year, was sentasecond form 
with a: covering letter demand- 
ing io know why he had not 
filled in the first one. It is be- 
lieved that the families of tip to 
50 other dead veterans may 
have received similar letters- 

John Callaghan senior, 
whose son John died last year, 
said: “You can imagine what it 
did for us. asking him to fill a 
load of boxes in when he was 
not even there. This is being 
done without feeling and with- 
out research." 

His son, who served with the 
Royal Electrical and Mechan- 
ical Engineers, took his life 
last year at the age of 27. He was 
displaying the typical symp- 
toms being felt by the 1,500 ack 
British gulf veterans. 
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Universities are groaning at the seams, but think tank says poverty relief rather than better education is the key to pros perity 

Better literacy 
may not benefit 
the economy 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Ministers should end child 
poverty instead of spending more 
on education if they want to raise 
school standards, according to a 
new report published today. 

limy Blair’s slogan "education, 
education, education” is mis- 
taken. says Peter Robinson, au- 
thor of the study from the Centre 
for Economic Performance, an 
independent research unit at the 
London School of Economics. 

This direct challenge to the 
Government's belief that better 
education leads to a stronger 
economy comes the day after the 
Prime Minister. Tony Blair. under- 
lined the Government's pledge to 
raise standards in schools with an 
education summit 

The Downing Street event 
brought ministers and civil ser- 
vants' together with 40 head- 
teachers and others from the 
education world to discuss 
themes which included boost- 
ing school leadership, stretch- 
ing children of average ability, 
improving teaching quality and 
tackling underperformance. 

The report argues against 


these approaches. “A serious 
programme to tackle child 
poverty might do far more for 
boosting attainment in literacy 
and' mime racy than any modest 
interventions in schooling.” 

A study of comparative per- 
formance in international maths 
surveys over the last 35 years 
shows that the scores bear very 
little relationship to economic 
performance. While the growing 
Asian economies do well, so do 
the Slovak Republic and Bulgaria. 

"The two most successful 
small Asian economies. Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong, had in 
1985 adult illiteracy rates of 14 
and 12 per cent." ’The rate in 
advanced industrial economies 
is less than 1 per cent. 

The report followed people 
born in the same week in 1958 
and 1970 and suggests that daw 
size, homework, setting and 
streaming and teaching methods 
have no impact on literacy and 
numeracy, but social class does. 

The only impact schools can 
make is shown in the finding that 
working-class children learn 
more if they are educated with 
middle -class children. Mr Robin- 
son said the findings suggested 


that children did best in socially 
mixed comprehensives. 

The report points ou( that, 
though the economy does not 
benefit from higher literacy and 
numeracy standards, individuals 
do. Yet the Government's pre- 
sent policy of targets ensures 
that schools have little incentive 
to concentrate on the bottom 10 
or 15 per cent of pupils. 

At GCSE that meant that the 
least able were neglected be- 
cause the Government target 
was five A-C grades (the three 
top grades). 

In primary schools, the tar- 
get was for all pupils to reach 
Level 4 in maths and Eng lish, 
suggesting that teachers should 
concentrate on those who are 
just below average. Level 3 for 
all would be a better target be- 
cause it would compel teachers 
to pay more attention to the 
least able, Mr Robinson said. 

He added: "The Govern- 
ment says that at the moment 
we have an education system 
that benefits the few and not 
the majority. It is the other way 
round. The system benefits 
the majority but not the few at 
the bottom." 




University freshers: the late applications to join their numbers are up by SO per cent on last year 


Photograph: Christopher Jones 


College hopefuls rush for last places 


Lucy Ward would-be students seek to snap 

Education Correspondent up the last fine higher educa- 
tion places. The rise was logged 
Late applications to university yesterday by the Universities 


have risen by 50 per cent so far 
compared with last year as 


and Colleges Admissions Ser- . 
vice, UCAS. whose "clearing" 
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Digital camcorderfaminglsthe 
most exciting new technology 
breakthrough for years! 

And the new CyberCam from 
JVC Is quite simply the most 
advanced camcorder ever. 

• With a staggering 180,000 pixel 
resolution, the CyberCam produces 
ultra-sharp images that are ideal 
for big-screen viewing, white the 
lOOx Super Digital Zoom and Image 
Stabiliser provide perfect shake-free 
close-ups. 

• Together with a choice of 2-channel 
or 4-channel stereo audio recording, 
stow shutter mode for low-light work 
and post-production digital effects 
and scene transitions for creative 
eefiting, the CyberCam offers you 
unlimited creative potential 

• Not only that, you can even use the 
CyberCam for digital still photography, 
storing up to 720 images on a single 
60 minute cassette, ready to 
download into your PC, documents or 
onto the Internet 

• Best of an, the CyberCam literally fits 
into the palm of your hand! 

• It all adds up to the most advanced 
and versatile camcorder ever 
produced - and you can only see 
it exclusively at Dixons today! 


The ultimate digital 
camcorder - see it first 
at Dixons 


system matches university 
applicants to unfilled places. 

UCAS had forecast a flood of 
extra applications as qualified 
candidates opted to try for uni- 
versity this year to avoid the in- 
troduction of tuition fees and 
abolition of grants, being 
phased in from September 
1998. However, despite initial 
alarm that thousands of aspir- 
ing students might be left dis- 
appointed this year amid the 
scramble for places, the system 
is so far absorbing the extra 
numbers. So far 303,800 stu- 
dents have been placed for 
courses starting in October, in- 
cluding 34,100 who applied 
through clearing. UCAS esti- 
mates that some 310,000 places 
are available in UK universities. 

The Higher Education Fund- 
ing Council for England 
(HEFCE) yesterday said it ex- 
pected the system to accom- 
modate all suitably qualified 
candidates who had so far ap- 
plied through clearing, despite 
this year's increase. The num- 


Most parents are prepared to contribute towards their 
children's university tuition fees - a marked shift in 
attitude over the last six years, writes Judith Judd. 

Figures from a MORI poll released today show that 83 
per cent of parents think they or their children should 
foot at least part of the bill. In a similar poll in 1991 that 
applied to only 38 per cent of parents. 

MORI, commissioned by the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals, interviewed 2,008 adults 
immediately after the Dealing review of higher education 
was published in July, recommending a ElOOO-a-year 
tuition fee. The poll shows that 17 per cent of parents 
said they were not prepared to pay. tt will be published 
prior to a conference on Tuesday organised by the 
committee and sponsored by The Independent, looking 
at the impact of fees on universities. 


her of late applicants has risen 
by around 6,500 compared with 
this time last year to 19,755. 

English universities alone 
had some 2.000 places spare in 
1996-7, and the rest of the ex- 
tra would be squeezed in as long 
as they were prepared to be flex- 
ible over their choice of course 
and institution, HEFCE said. 


Under a government-im- 
posed freeze on student num- 
bers. universities are penalised 
if the\' exceed targets by more 
than 2 per cent. 

However. Paul McClure, 
UCAS head of operations, 
predicted the number of extra 
late applicants would continue 
to rise stcadilv. 
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JVC GR-DVX 

CYBERCAM DIGITAL VIDEO CAMERA 

• 100x digital zoom. • Colour viewfinder. 

• High resolution 180,000 pixel LCD monitor. 

• High performance stereo microphone. 

• Digital still photography option. 

• Auto-flash for low light operation. 
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‘Late Western’ railway wins few friends 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Almost one in five tr ains nn the 
firet privatised Intercity service 

are new running htt», according 
to the latest industry figures. 

Great Western, better-known 
as “Late- -Western”' by its cus- 
tomers, has seen the punctual- 
ity of its services drop to just 
above 82 per cent in the last 
month. . 

The. train company, which 
runs, trains from London to 


the West Country, will have to 
refund season ticket holders five 
per cent of (he annual price - 
which can top £6,000 - if the 
service does not improve. The 
compensation bill would run 
into hundreds of thousands of 
pounds. 

Privatised in February last 
year, it had been considered one 
of the sell-off’s success stories, 


10 per cent in the -first 12 
months. 

Recently* however, furious 


mg logs of their experience of. 
the service. One traveller said 
thatof five journeys from Lon- 
don Paddington to Chippe nham 
in Wiltshire, four suffered 
“significant delays'*. Another 
wrote saying that he would not 

recommend to his board a 
rac^fiomlxradontoNewtniiy 
because of the “unreliable train 
service”. 

The poor performance has 
prompted the Southern Rail 
Users' Crinsukalive Committee, 


the passengers’ watchdog, to 
summon the company’s man- 
aging director, Richard George, 
to explain why services have not 
improved next week. 

The RUCC argues that 
Great Western baa over- 
' stretched itself and is trying to 
ran too many services with too 
few trains. “We think that the 
company is spreading itself too 
thinly. It has increased route 
miles with each new timetable 
and we have seen services in- 
creasingly delayed,” said Sean 


O’Neill, secretary of the 
RUCC - 

Great Western has bought 

two extra tr ain sets to cope with 

bufS^Fu5cC^OThts but that 
they have been used to ran the 
seven additional weekday ser- 
vices that mere introduced in die 
summer timetable. 

■ The company disagrees with 
the watchdog's analysis. A 

rattefotions could be aunbuted 
to problems with the track and 


signalling. “About 70 per cent 
of our problems our not of our 
making," said a spokesman. 
“We lost a train set as a result 
of a derailment at Newton 
Abbott in March and we have 
had a series of fires near 
London that have affected 
services." 

Jonathan Bray, campaigns 
director for Save Our Rail- 
ways, the rail pressure group, 
said: “This train company was 
one of the first to be privatised 
and is already running into 


problems. The real problem is 
that the route needs to be up- 
graded. That needs a long-term 
investment plan to provide a 
higher level of service. Unfor- 
tunately there is no sign of that 
at the moment,” 

The current performance of 
the privatised Great Western 
company falls a few percentage 
points below that achieved un- 
der British Rail. 

However, the company 
points out that Rail track, which 
owns the nation’s track sig- 


nalling and stations, is going * 0 
invest £275m in vital rcsig- 
nalling work that wiB improve 
the service. 

The privatised railway nw 
work has taken a battering if 
last week On Tuesday, Convex 
South Central, which runs com- 
muter services from Lo ndon to 
the south coast, was fumed to 
cut more than 350 trains fmm 
its flagship route after failing 
attract enough passengers to 
make the line commercially vi- 
able. 
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10 most popular ski resorts Too destinations 
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VaJ dTsere (France) 
Meribel . . . 
Verbler 
La Plague 

Tignes & Val Thorens 
Alpe d’Huez 
livigno (Italy) 
Courmayeur ■ 

St Anton (Austria) 
Mayrbofen ‘ ■% 


Phi Bp McNamara 

Canada has overtaken the United States 
as the preferred North American destina- 
tion of British skiers, and both countries 
are dosing in on -Alpine resorts, a guide 
published today claims. . ' . * 

And although siding may be a sport 
associated with the rich and famous, cold 
economic decisions provide the principal 
reason for selecting a piste. 

The Good Skiing and Snowboarding 
Guide, 1998 reveals that about 35,000 
Britons skfed in Can^faiast year. while only, 
an estimated 20,000 visited. US slopes. 

Peter Hardy, the guide’s editor*, ex- 
plained this was thanks to the strength of 
sterling against the Canadian dollar. He 
said- “Skiing holidays m Canada can cost ' 
the same, if not less, than going to the Alps." 
The guide claims that a week-long hoi- . 


Louise and Whistler can be obtained for 
£299 and £399 respectively. 

Nim Singh of the Canadian Tourism 
Commission said: “We extend a warm; 
friendly welcome and service is good. 
Canada also offers a long ski season with 
almost guaranteed snow.” - 

John King, manag ing director of the tour 
operator Ski Activity, said that the- swing 
from America id Canada started around - 
1 995. But be feels America may be on the 
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verge of a resurgence. “The US has more 
marketing muscle than Canada with its 
more extensive resorts." .• 

“America is definitely not pricing itself 
out of the market,” he continued, arguing 
that American prices compared favourably . 
with Canadian resorts. 

' Tour operators me increasing the number 
of charter flights to North America to cope 
with the expected demand, and have intro- 
duced flights to ^l&nocmver and Denverthis 
season. Mr King has found his business to 
North America has incieased by between 20 
and 30. per cent - 
The Brifish national ski team plumped for 
the Colorado resort ’Vail iawtriefato trainin .. 

November 1996.However,aBritiiSkiBad- ' 

eratioh^okeswomaxi stressed tbatthedis Wizard Lift, Blackcomb, at Whistlor, one of the Canadian resorts drawing British customers away from European slopes 
daan was made ou purdy ecahomic grounds: 

^We are ttketyw go back to Colorado, but' iday," he said. However, despite the appeal 
it depends on who offers the best dedfc.7-7: of North America, Eranceand Austria stfll 
. TlttqxAeswomahaihs^foaf^iftloitif '^ddnmatfi the British sKhigmaiict. Peter 
temperatures inNowemberprov^Jed good -\Haxdy estimates France has cornered 
conditions for a solid base ^ofman-matife ' roughly 30peroent of the market, with Ahs- 
snow. But die added: “The American. * cria bolding 20 per cent, and North Amey- 
. national ski team have trained qt Canada.” ica’s 15 per cent securing fourth: place 
According to Mr Hardy, North Ameri- ^behind Xtajy. .. ... .-X : 

cabas a number of advantages over Alpine With the Rendh domestic market dwm^ 

resorts, despite long-haul flights of about dlkig, a trend among the 800,000 British 
10 hours. He claims that the standard of skiers can provide a significant boost, to re- 
accommodation is betteiysnowfall is more gkms. But among the workTs 20 minimi 
reliable. Wfiafs more there isno. language dowofufT skiers, this’ may amount, to little 
barrier. “It makes for alietteralkibund hoi- more than a snowflake in a blizzard. . . , 
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POWERFUL , MOVING AND FUNNY 


£ A comedy that's both delicious and delta 

•T- ' A- ^ - Alexander Wilkn; EVENING STANDARD ..... 

“Jueit Dench is already backed to win 
an Oscar. See it” 
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' Billy 
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With our direct remortgage offer you can 
benefit from moving your mortgage 
without any of the hassle. You can borrow 
up to 95% of your property’s value and 
your cash gift will be 2% of the amount you 
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Power 
station 
to burn 
dirty 
fuel 


Nicholas Schoon 

Enivronment Correspondent 

A “filthy” fuel made from oil 
refinery waste. Is to be burnt at 
Europe’s biggest coal-fired 
power station fora 10-week trial 
period, the Government's En- 
vironment Agency announced 
yesterday. 

The decision was immedi- 
ately attacked by Lhe local coun- 
cil and ME People living around 
the huge. 2,400 megawatt Drax 
plant near York are concerned 
about the plans to bum 30,000 
tonnes of petroleum coke, or 
petcoke, this autumn. 

Its owner. National Power, 
says it has lo find cheaper ways 
of running Drax: petcoke could 
he a solution. As a waste prod- 
uct it costs less than coal mined 
nearby which feeds the station. 

But petcoke is substantially 
more polluting than ooal. It con- 
tains higher Tevels of sulphur, 

‘Western 
Europe’s biggest 
power station is 
being forced 
slowly out of 
business’ 


which causes acid rain, as well 
as higher levels of nickel - a po- 
tentially hazardous heavy meL- 
al - and the rare element 
vanadium which irritates the 
lungs and throat. 

During the trial the fuel 
would be mixed with four times 
as much coaL then consumed in 
one of station's six burners. 

Drax is Europe’s biggest coal- 
fired power stations, and clean- 
est. because it has£640m worth 
of anti-pollution equipment. 
This removes nearly all the sul- 
phur dioxide produced when 
coal is burnt. 

But main earning this complex 
equipment adds to its running 
costs by up to 10 per cent, ac- 
cording to National Power. So 
Drax is at a disadvantage com- 
pared to gas, nuclear and oth- 


er coal-fired power stations. 
The result is that a station 
" built to run contin uously at full 
I power is being closed down for 
t more and more hours during 
l periods of low electricity de- 
I mand when it cannot compete. 

“Western Europe's biggest 
I power station is being forced 
slowly out of business, slipping 
down the merit order.” said a 
National Power spokesman. 

The company insists that far 
from substituting for British 
coal, petcoke might offer the I 
few remaining mines a more se- 
cure future by helping keep 
Drax running for longer hours. 

But John Grogan, Labour 
MP for Selby, said: “It is eco- 
nomic and environmental mad- 
ness to trial burn a dirty 
by-product of American oil re- 
fining rather than the much 
deaner Selby coal.” 

Petcoke is burnt in some 
British cement and lime kilns as 
well as being mixed in with some 
household coaL A few power 
stations in Europe and the 
USA already use it. The fuel is 
difficult to ignite but burns at a 
very high temperature. 

National Power said there 
would be no substantial in- 
creases in pollution from Drax 
during the trial, and since it had 
the pollution-curbing equip- 
ment it was the best power sta- 
tion for petcoke. Emissions win 
be carefully monitored in co- 
operation with the Environ- 
ment Agency, which will also 
examine the environmental 
threat posed by the station’s ash 
which will contain raised levels 
of nickel and vanadium. 

If the trial is a success then 
National Power is expected to 
apply to the agency for per- 
mission to bum petcoke per- 
manently at Drax - although it - 
will always be mixed with coaL 
Selby District Council’s 
deputy chief executive Mike 
Wiu'te said he had not yet re- 
ceived assurances that the tri- 
al would be properly monitored. 
“We’re vecy disappointed,” he 
added. The Environment 
Agency said burning petcoke at 
Drax could be of environmen- 
tal benefit if it helped tbe pow- 
er station oul-compete other, 
dirtier coal-fired stations. 
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True or False? 

“Only drugs can 
ease cancer 
pain” 


For the answer to this and 
other questions read The 
Independent’s special report 
on Pain on Tuesday 
9 September 1997 




New winter of 
discontent may 
be on the way 


Winter of discontent: Wage demands could see a return to industrial unrest, a survey has warned Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

A warning by leading employ- 
ment lawyers that industrial re- 
lations may be heading towards 
the worst “winter of discontent” 
for years have come under fire 
from trade unions. 

The TUC, anxious to pro- 
mote industrial peace and part- 
nership ahead of its annual 
conference next week, de- 
nounced a survey by the solic- 
itors Dibb Lupton Alsop which 
showed increasing industrial 
tension as “flawed and irre- 
sponsible 

The report showed that “in- 
dustrial unrest” had increased 
for the fifth year running, with 
42 per cent of unionised em- 
ployers affected in tbe last year. 

It comes as leaders of 21 ,000 
employees at the Ford Motor 
Company yesterday lodged a 
claim for a “substantial” pay rise 
and a two-hour cut in the work- 
ing week ami d predictions that 
this year’s high-profile negoti- 
ations are likely to be “fraught”. 

Within inflation standing at 
33 per cent and economists ex- 
pecting it to move higher, lead- 
ers of Ford’s manual workers 
will be expecting a rise well in 
excess of 4 per cent. 

The settlement at Ford is al- 
ways one of the most influen- 


tial deals in the wage round and 
will provide a target for millions 
of workers in manufacturing. 

Although the present 39-hour 
week Ls the longest in the car in- 
dustry, it is unclear whether 
Ford workers wiU be prepared 
to forego pan of their wage rise 
in order to fund a reduction in 
working lime. The company 
has always resisted calls to re- 
duce the working week. - - 

Leaders of the Transport and 
General Workers Union and the 
Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union - the largest 
unions at Ford - also tabled a 
claim for a job security agree- 
ment as part of which manage- 
ment would agree to Uy and find 
alternative work where a job be- 
came redundant. Management, 
which has favoured two-year 
deals in the past, is due to re- 
spond to unions next month. 

Tony Woodley, chief nego- 
tiator for the TGWU. said Ford 
workers' pay had slipped behind 
employees at other companies 
by as much as 11 per cent 
despite “massive improve- 
ments” in productivity. 

Inflation Lx fuelling an accel- 
eration in pay rises in other parts 
of industry. Research group 
Incomes Data Services says 
well over half of settlements in 
recent weeks have given rises in 
the 3 to 4 per cent range. 
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HOME CINEMA KITS 

More to choose from in store 


VIDEOS 

Up to 45 to choose from in store 



PLAY WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 

This Aiwa mid; Hi-Fi will play whatever 
format of music you have, whether on CD, 
audio cassette or vinyl. So if your music 
collection includes everything trom vinyl 
classics to soon to be CD classics, this 
system will perform for you 
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you can enjoy cinema surround sound in the comfort 
of your own living room 
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Up to 21 to choose from in store 


As a mark of respect all Comet stores will be closed 
tomorrow until 2pm to allow Comet staff and customers 
to pay tribute to Diana, Princess of Wales. 
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Jerusalem 


international 


to stop 


Mary Dejevsky 

■ Washington 

Madeleine Albright, the US Secre- 
tary of Stale, is to go ahead with her 
planned Middle East tour next week, 
despite yesterday's suicide bombs in 
Jerusalem. 

Stressing that the United States 
would not be diverted from its peace 
efforts in the region. President B3I 
Clinton said: *71 is clear the perpe- 
trators of this attack intended to kiS 
both innocent people and the peace 
process itself. They most not be 
allowed to succeed.” 

He again called on 'Yhsser Arafat's 
Palestinian Authority to “do all it can 
to create an environment that leaves 
no doubt that terror will not be 
tolerated.” 

Mr Clinton said the bombs* which 
killed eight people and injured more 
than 150, made it all the more urgent 
to revive the peace process and he 
said this was the message that Mrs 
Albright would emphasise during her 
visit. She is due to leave Washington 


on Tliesday for her first visit to the 
region as Secretary of State and her 
first-official vint to ^ Israel, . 

- Ihe decision not to cancel or post- 
pone the visit represents a shrft hr 
Washington’s tactics. Until recent- 
ly, US officials had insisted that the 
Secretary of State would only visit 
the region when there was likely to 
be significant progress iin the peace 
process. However, her delay in go- 
ing to Israel had aroused criticism 
from Jewish groups, who com- 
plained that the administration was 
starting to distance itself from the 
region. 

Last -week, however, in the mid- 
dle of President din ton's holiday, the 
Secretary of Stale’s visit was suddenly 
announced, even though Mr Ross 
had returned without apparently 
identifying any signs of progress in 
relations between Israel and the 
Palestinian authorities. 

Mr Ross’s own visit had been post- 
poned for a month after a suicide 
hombirg in Jerusalem which was sim- 
ilar to the one that occurred yester- 



A wounded 
Israeli woman 

holding l*®* , 

head as she Is 
carried down 
tin Ben Yriiuda 
thoroughfare in 
central 

Jerusalem. 

She was one of 
the 150 Injured 
In the suicide 
Mast yesterday, 
which killed 
eight people, 
including the 

three Hamas 
bombers 


Photograph: 

Reuters 


day. Officially, h was said the visit had 
been delayed to allow for an ap- 

radC^ot ^iMwas alscTcon^dered 
unlikely that he would be able to 
bring the two sides any doser to- 
gether in the wake of the attack. 

Although US officials yesterday 
declined to draw parallels between 
the two Jerusalem attacks or spec- 


ulate on any Arab motive connect- 
ed with any planned US diplomatic 
moves, Mr Clinton’s unambiguous 
statement that Mrs Albright would 
still be setting off for the Middle East 
sends the dear signal that Washing- 
ton will not allow its efforts to be 
frustrated. 

This also appears to be Israel’s 
wish. The Israeli ambassador to the 


United Slates gave a television in- 
terview shortly after the bomb attacks 
were reported, saying be hoped the 
visit would proceed and placing the 
blame squarely on Mr Arafat. He 
said the Palestinian leader had not 
used “his very effective security ser- 
vices'* to damp down on the Hamas 
grouping. 

With a few signs of life shortly be- 


fore the last terrorist attack in 
Jerusalem, the peace process has 
been virtually moribund since the be- 
ginning of the year. 

An agreement was reached short- 
ly before Mr Ross's visit that would 
bring in American observers to mon- 
itor Israeli and Palestinian security 
arrangements. The US also called for 
accelerated progress towards fulfill- 


ing the later stages of the Oslo ac- 
cords, that would involve discussion 
of the status of Jerusalem. This fol- 
lowed a proposal alone similar lines 
made by the Israeli Prime Minister. 
Bcnjaniin Netanyahu. It is still not 
clear how far this indicated progress 
being made behind the scenes and 
how" far it was window-dressing 
intended to disguise a stalemate. 
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How Hamas came to deal in death 
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P atr i ck Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

Within minutes nf the etplnrirms 

yesterday in Ben Yehuda in 
Jerusalem, the Islamic militant 
organisation Hamas was claim- 
ing that its suicide bombers 
had carried out tbe attack. . 

It was the latest in a series of 
suicide bombings carried out ly * 
Hamas, which began in April 
1994 when a West Bank Pales- 
tinian rammed a car filled with 
explosives into a crowded bus 
station in Afolain northern Is- 
rael killing eight-people. - 
Hamas, an acronym for 
Movement of Islamic Resis- 
tance, was a latecomer to a pol- 




inquiry 

threatens 

Gore’s 

future 


Mat> Dejevsky 

Washington 


Goods appeared to be gather- 
ing over Vice-President A1 
Gore's political future follow- 
ing a Justice Department deci- 
sion to institute* formal review 
of his involvement in possibly il- 
legal fund-raising daring last 
ye^spreadential election cam- 
paign. The review, announced 
late on Wednesday, sets a 30-day 
period within which the Attor- 
ney General, Janet Reno, must 
decide whether to appoint an in- 
dependent prosecutor to in- 
vestigate the case. 

Allegations have been 
mounting about illegal fund- 
raising by leading Democrats, 
up to and including President 
Bal Gimon. Until this week, 
however, Ms Reno had resist- 
ed pressure to appoint an in- 
dependent counsel arguing that 
the evidence was insufficient. 
Congressional hearings on par- 
ty funding, which resumed this 
week, have shown dubious 
fund-raising by both political 
parties. ■ v ' 

* In the past few days, howev- 
er, evidence came to' light about 
A1 Gore’s activities suggesting 
he may not oofy have broken the 
law, but tried to dissemble the 
fact. Newspapers published de- 
tails of 47 phone calls he made 
from his office in She White 
House to solicit funds. The 
calls bad been charged to the 
White House. Mr Gore had ear- 
lier said he ‘might have’ made 
'a few’ such calls and they had 
been charged to his credit card. 
It is against the rules to solicit 
party Kinds from federal prop- 
erty because this is seen as us- 
ing state office for party 
political purposes. 

It also emerged that at least 
$150,000 he personally raised 
went directly into election 
funds, winch are subject to a lim- 
it of £31,000 per person. 

A review could have serious 
implications for Mr Gore, who, 
until now. has been regarded as 
virtually guaranteed the presi- 
dential nomination in 2000. 


icy of armed struggle against Is- 
rael, which it combines with the 
more covert aim of discrediting 
Yasser Arafat, leader of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

The movement was set up in 
1988 in Gaza by Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin and six other leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
the first months of the Pales- 
tinian Intifada. 

It developed a strong, well- 
financed infrastructure with its 
own schools, kindergartens, 
charities, dinks and social ser- 
vices. -It aimed to end the Israeli 
occupation and establish an Is- 
lamic state. It wanted to replace 
the PLO. Mr Arafat’s support 
oflraq in the 1991 Gulf Whr led • 


Arab Gulf states to finance 
Hamas. It opposed the PLO’s 
decision to go to the Madrid 
peace conference in 1991. The 
movement also set up its own 
military wine called the toedinp 
al-Qassem brigades. 

This wing started making 
guerrilla attacks from 1991 Id 
response Israel expelled 415 
fundamentalists, mostly Hamas , 
to South Lebanon. But Hamas' 
organisation was not damaged. 

The Oslo accords of 1993 
might have marginalised 
Hamas, but they were slowly im- 
plemented. Hamas portrayed 
the first suicide bomb at Afula 
as retaliation for the massacre 
by an Israeli settler of 29 Pales- 


tinians in Hebron. Hamas has 
generally been astute in judging 
the fclestinian political mood. Its 
long-term aim is to sabotage the 
peace agreements, but it Is tac- 
tically agile in its own interests. 

The suicide bombs in eariv 
19% destroyed the last Israeli 
government. Hamas seemed 
split between the leadership in 
Gaza and the leaders abroad, 
notably in Jordan. The former 
were distraught at seeing their 
social organisations closed 
down; the latter called for more 
attacks. Hamas is decentralised 
- Sheikh Yassin has been in an 
Israeli prison since 1989 - and 
it is not dear how far the lead- 
ership controls different cells. 


Ever since Israel started to 
build a new settlement at Hot 
Homa in Jerusalem. Hamas 
and Mr Arafat's Palestinian 
Authority have started to come 
together. Mr Arafat publicly 
embraced its leader, Abd af- 
Aziz Rantisi, in Gaza, to the 
rage of Israelis. 

An opinion poll in July 
showed that Hamas has 1 1 per 
cent support in Gaza and the 
West Bank, but the circle of 
sympathisers is probably larger, 
ft is doubtful if Mr Arafat has 
the political strength to arrest 
and hold in prison a thousand 
or more Hamas militants, which 
would be the only way to stop 
their bombing campaign. 
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China finds 

Mainlanders think 
new compatriots 
are ‘stuck up’ 
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Stephen Vines 

Guangzhou 


According to the ubiquitous 
posters put up by the Hong 
Kong government, the former 
British colon}’ has now re turned 
to the embrace of the mother- 
land But that does not answer 
the question of who is r unning 
what, particularly in southern 
China, just across the bonder. 

Hong Kong's influence seems 
to be all-pervasive here. Most 
families keep their televisions 
tuned to Hong Kong channels, 
restaurants evoke a Hong Kong 
connection to suggest a better 
quality of food and service, 
and Hong Kong fashions, rock 
stars and all forms of popul a r 
culture, are everywhere. 

The former British colony ac- 
counts for three-quarters of 
foreign investment in the 
province. Some 50,000 Hong 
Kong companies employ 
around five milli on workers in 
the region, for more than the 
three million workers they em- 
ploy back home. 

Travelling to the provincial 
capital of Guangzhou from the 
border opens up a panorama of 
Hong Kong influence. The 
highway connecting the two 
places was built by the ebullient 
Gordon Wu, a Hong Kong 
businessman: the factories on ei- 


Side of the road are pre- 
dominantly Hong Kong run. 

. This proximity and influence 
“ not necessarily translated 
into affection. The people of 
Guangdong Province (better 
known as Canton) often appear 
to have the same attitude to- 
wards their Hong Kong neigh- 
. hours as wartime Britons had of 
American soldiers: over-sexed, 
over-paid and all too often over 
here. 

. recognise the 

* Hongkongers are needed, but 
that does not necessarily make 
them welcome, with their flashy 
Rplex watches, their “second 
wives” across the border and 
their know-it-all manner. 

At the Rock'n'Roll Club, in 
Guangzhou, the epitome of a 
Hong Kong-style fashionable 
disco, a young man who calls 
himself “Jimmy” is dismisa veof 
the Hong Kong people. He 
uses a Chmese expression to de- 
scribe them which roughly 
translates as being “stuck up”. 

“They think we’re rustic peo- 
ple,” he complains. But, he 
asks, “what they do they know, 
except money'?’' 

Yet in many ways he wants to 
be like his compatriots. He 
likes Hong Kong fashions, has 
purchased a flat and aspires to 
more or less everything a typi- 
cal Hongkonger aspires to. It's 



jnst Hong Kong people he can’t 
stand. He accuses them of lack- 
ing knowledge of things Chinese 
and being too westernised 
These views tend to lurk be- 
neath the surface. In a host of 
other ways Guangdong and 
Hong Kong are coming closer 
togetiier. The lin guisti c link is 
crucial. Officially, the whole of 
China is supposed to speak Pu- 


tonghua, “the common people’s 
language”. In reality, regional 
dialects or language are show- 
ing a tenacity for survival which 
defies the intentions of central 
planners. 

In Guangdong the use of 
Cantonese has been greatly re- 
inforced by cultural influences 
coming from Hong Kong. The 
popular radio stations, trying to 


China remains im p e n etrable to most capitalism is marching north Photogaph: Magnum 


Forked tongues 


Hong Kong b& .f 
tratftionaify spoken, 
Cantonese, often V ^ 
described as a diatet*^ 
But although the written 
characters are'i 

tamilaf to those usgtfjj 
mairtarid China, tiwfi 
a huge difference in toe: j 
spoken language, wT " 
Cantonese, whpfoyto 
least severt spoken 
tones, to Mandarin's 
MandarirCthe v "■ 
language of Ghina-at: 
Targe, covfcrsmaf 
different dialects, me ^ 
regional differences fry? 
spoken Chinese carrra 
alarming. To wash yod£ 
hair^in.spoken ' 
Shanghainese sounctervj 
to a native of Peking 
saying “to beat your V 3J 
■head m". The conoeptbf} 
gutonghua (“commort 

language*), based on 
northern pronunciation^ 
was introduced this; . \ 

century, as a means op 

creating linguistic unity. 





compete with stations from 
Hong Kong, have switched to 
Cantonese. Local offidalswho 
are supposed to speak only in 
Puionghuawirileon doty quick- 
ly switch to Cantonese m an 
attempt to gain public support. 

As standards of li ving im- 
prove in Guangdong, the sim- 
ilarity in lifestyle grows by tbe 
day. Sometimes it Is difficult to 


MOVING HOME? 

WORRIED 
BY ANOTHER 


remember that the province is 
part of a Communist state. But 
theprosperity which is evident 
in Guangzhou soon peters out 
in the northern parts of the 
province. 

Last month there were re- 
ports of rioting in Becdang vil- 
lage, some 150 miles norm of 
tbedty. Farmers besieged local 
officials, whom they araised of 
short- changing them in pay- 
ments for grain. This was both 
a reminder of continuing state 
control over agriculture and 
the readiness of local people to 
protest 

Whfle the rest of the coun- 
try was swept by the 1989 
democracy protests, 'Guang- 
dong more or less kept its head 
down. The province may be 
gnflty of the “spiritual pollution” 

| which foe Communist Party is 
btity fighting, but It shows lew 
signs of beings engaged in 
“a»mter-restMxmatyactivity : ”, 
a rather more serious matter. 

Hong Kong, however, is also 
the source or counter-revolu- 
tionaiy information and, if the 
more paranoid Chinese leaders 
are to be believed, counter rev- 
oiutiohaiy activity. Access to the 
Hong Kdngm«fia ensures that 
Guangdongpeople are far bet- 
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ter informed about world and 
Chinese affairs than the rest of 
Ghinfl- 

For the time being, this in- 
formation does not appear to 
have any damaging impact on 
the Communist Party’s control 
of the province. But there may 
be a price to pay. It is hard to 
reconcile the high level of pro- 
paganda about Hot® Kong’s re- 
turn to the motherland, and the 
preservation of its capitalist 
system, with an insistence that 
the freedoms and rights ac- 
corded to the people of the for- 


mer colony should not be ex- 
tended to the rest of China. J 

For the time being, double- 
digit economic growth and enor- 
mous improvements in the . 
standards living are helping to 
keep subversive thoughts at 
bay: 

However, as the Chinese' 
Communist Party knows all too 
well, Guangdong has been a 
hotbed of revolution before. As 
it grows apart from the rest of 
the'ooimtry, with Hong Kopg as- 
sistance, it may return to its 
former role. 
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Stephen Vines 

Since I July, China’s red, five- 
star flag has flown on both 
sides of the border between 
Hong Kong and the mainland 
state. But the fags may tell one 
stqty the barbed wire fences tell 
quite another. 

Hong Kong’s incorporation 
into the People’s Republic of 
China emphatically does not 
mean free movement between 
the former colony and its new 
sovereign state. 

On the contrary, movement 
remains tightly controlled, with 
some 500 Hong Kong police- 
men and a great deal of so- 
ph isticated equipment deployed 
to keep the border secure 
against an influx of illegal im- 
migrants from the Chinese 
mainland. 

“This is one oountry, two sys- 
tems m practice,” says senior m- 
spector Charles Parker, one-of 
the officers responsible for bor-. 
der security, refe rring to the 
fommJa under which the former 
British colony has been reunit- 
ed with China. 

In theory, it provides for the 
preser vation of Hong Kong’s 
capitalist system, while China 
tarns its allegedly socialist sys- 
tem. 

But at the border, the slogan . 
is more concrete: It means the 
preservation of a lOft-hfab, 25- 
mile long fence topped vrah two 
rows of barbed wire. Sensors on 
the fence alert a central control 
room if anyone touches it At 
night, the entire area basks in 
a harsh floodlit glare. 

Exchanges between the po- 
ticeforcesarc. cordial, yet, de- 
spite coming under a single 
sovereign state, tbe forces do 
not conduct joint operations, 
their officers are not allowed to 
directly contact their counter- 
parts on the other ride of the 
border and they never st ray into 
each other’s territory in purmit 
of law breakers. 

Equipped with the latest hu- 
man detection technology and 
full backing from the Hong 
Kong and Chinese govern- 
ments, the police are 


timat e nightmare: an invasion 
of poor and desperate Chinese 
mainlan dera 

For its part the Chinese gov- 
ernment is- also keen to ensure 
that its people are not “cor- 
nqxed” or “spiritually polluted” 
by Hong Kong. 

The authorities therefore 
have a strong interest in keep- 
ing China’s newest piece of 
real estate apart from the old 
properties. 

On the Hong Kong side of 
the border, the last remnants of 
the territory s forming commu- 
nities work the land. On thtf 
Chinese side, vast steel and 
glass skyscrapers crowd the 
new city of Shenzhen. It looks 
as though tbe Chinese side is the 
land of opportunity; but the 
thonsands of desperate illegal 
immigrants clearly take 
another view. 

Despite the high risks of de- 


Land of revolution 


y 

i 




nr 



insulated frtwri much 
reybftitionaty activity in 
China. . . 

Neitoer The Taiping -• 
rebeTOori of 185Qs h which 
devastated much of 
southern China, nor toe 
Boxer uprisings at. the ; ’ 
turn of the century 
brought much" mow : 
t ban ripples.‘ •• 

But for a short period 
from 1905, Canton was 
Ihe centred • '• . 
rovolutton^ activity -in 
China. Thereworesbr 
attempted -coUp® r aII 
pfenhed from Hong’ " 
KbngfdlfdfwhicH 
fafiedi • ,f ..; > • = 
Thala^revbiutionaiy 
effort Was In i9i i . it was 
another- failure, thfe time. 
iiTiralvingtenrfbte. 
bloodshed and H . 
eff ecfivd^ dampened 
Cantori^e revolutionary 
efforts, . .. - 


fection and the likelihood of be- 
ing detained after arrival, thou- 
sands of mainland Chinese still 
take a gamble and attempt to 
smuggle themselves into Hong 
Kong. Some are lured lw the 
tremendous outpouring of pro- 
paganda about China’s re- 
sumption of sovereignty over 
Hong Kong 

Yet they are far from wel- 
come. They face heavy-duty 
border controls which were in- 
tensified during the period of 
the handover of power. 

. The Land border crossing is 
mai nly ‘for- the young and fit. 
Older and less agile would-be 
i mmi grants sometimes try to get 
in by attaching themselves to tbe 
undercarriages of tbe big trucks 
which Tumble across the border 
at the rate of some 22,000 per ' 
day. Some are seriously injured 
as they fall from the vehicles. 

Illegal immigrants are safer 
and more likely to succeed if 
they are smuggled in by sea and 
the so-called snake heads, who 
make a living by smuggling 
Chinese into Hong Kong, tend 
to prefer this method. 

Of tbe 23,180 illegals who . 
were apprehended fnr hems {q ’ 



iSfAQ 

• -•* 


Hong Kong last year, less tf 

a. quarter were caught at the 
land border. The rest either es- 
caped detection when they 
came in or must have arrived by 
sea. An unknown number es- 
cape the dragnet all together. 

jfet, while mainland Chinese 
ran only dream of coming to 
Hong Kong, as many as 300,000 
people walk across the border 
at Wu during weekends. 

weekdays as many os 
140,000 make the crossing. 
"Has legal traffic is largely one 

involving Hong Kong res- 
jdents going to wore in China, 
visiting their so called “sec- 
ond” families or just crossing to 
take advantage of the cheaper 
pnees for more or less every- 
thing in China. 

No wonder that the free 

movement of Hong Kong res- 
idents sparks resentment 
among mamlanders. Chinese 
£»f en ?i. are l no1 ^ ven allowed 
SJf, * he border town of 
Shenzhen without a. permit 
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Malaysia hits out at 
economic saboteurs’ 


Steve Crawshaw 

Malaysia yesterday announced 
draconian measures against 
speculators, as the Malaysian 
ringgit fell to its lowest-ever lev- 
el against the dollar. One trad- 
er talked of “total exodus”. 

There were suggestions that 
local speculators may be ar- 
rested for economic “sabota ge 
under the terms of Malaysia’s bh 
lemal Security Act 

At the same time, a Canadi- 
an journalist was sentenced to 
jail for contempt of court, in con- 
nection with an article which 
caused offence to a senior jud ge 

The government blamed 
“economic saboteurs” for the 
collapse of the ringgit and for 
the recent heavy falls on the 
stock market which has lost 40 
per cent of its value this year. 

The Prime Minister, Mahathir 
Mohamad, has publicly de- 
scribed George Soros, the best- 
known player of markets in the 
world, as a “moron". Bl aming 
foreigners for Malaysia’s new 
economic woes, he complained: 
“We cannot allow ourselves to be 
dictated to by external parties.” 
The government's measures 


?£lude limiting ringgit swaps to 
to foreign customers, and 
^pro gramme to buy back stocks 
fro™ foreigners at market prices 
jnstead of at a premium from 
locals. Mr Mahathir made no 
bones about the significance of 
the new measures, “saying: “We 
have decided on retaliation." 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, was in Malaysia last 
week on a four-country tour of 
South East Asia, boasting of the 
good commercial links between 
Britain and Malaysia, while in- 
listing, too, on the paramount 
importance of human rights. He 
approvingly quoted the fact 
that Mr M ahathir had talked 
about feeling “comfortable" 

With Bri tain 

But Mr Mahathir and the 
Malaysians have made it dear 
in recent days that that “com- 
fortable” relationship can also 
be accompanied by a snarL 
Things are not as bad as during 
the “Buy British Last" cam- 
paign, which Mr Mahathir 
launched in the 1980s, but this 
is not an easy partnership. 

Mr Cook left Malaysia con- 
fident his message had been 
heard and even accepted. Bur- 


ma, he said, would not be in- 
vited to the Aaa-Europe Meet- 
ing in Loudon in April. Mr 
Cook said the track record of 
Burma’s regime meant 
Burmese ministers could not be 
granted visas. 

But Mr Mahathir promptly 
hit back, saying any discrimi- 
nation against Burma would be 
“ rikrrrfminah'n n agarnq Asean”. 

Britain is keen to woo Asean 
(the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations). A collective 
snub by Asean. which Malaysia 
seems to be encouraging, would 
have disastrous implications 
for Mr Cook’s own credibility. 

Mr Mahatbir had already 
delivered his first smh while Mr 
Cook was on his trip to South- 
East Asia. In a speech in the 
Malaysian capital, Kuala 
Lumpur, Mr Cook emphasised 
the universality and timelessness 
of human rights - a coded crit- 
icism of his hosts. Mr Mahathir 
argued recently in favour of 
modifying the United Nations 
declaration on human rights, 
saying that it had been ^for- 
muiated by superpowers, which 
did not understand the needs of 
poor countries". The Malaysian 


foreign minister insisted that it 
was “very difficult to have one 
common yardstick which is uni- 
versally applicable”. 

Murray Hiebert, a Kuala 
Lumpur-based journalist with 
the respected Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review, was yesterday re- 
leased on bail, after being given 
a three-month jail sentence for 
an article entitled “See You in 
Court". The article referred to 
aWzacre case in which a judge's 
wife sued her son's school for 
dropping him from the school 
debating team. The Review ar- 
ticle noted that the boy was the 
son of a judge, and implied that 
the case hid moved quickly 
through the courts. 

Mr Hiebert’s lawyer said his 
c lient was a foreigner, and that 
writing about local laws was not 
an easy task. He also said the 
Review had offered to correct 
“errors” in Mr Hiebert’s article. 

Malaysia has been one of 
the most envied of the Asian 
“tiger economies” in recent 
years. Economic growth has 
averaged more than 8 per cent 
over the past decade and its 
GDP per capita is now higher 
than Britain's. 
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Laughing matter: The Dalai Lama of Tibet shares a jote with Haris SSajdzic, the former Bosnian prime minister, on the first 
day of the Forinti 2000 conference in Prague organised by the Czech president Vaclav Havel Photograph: Petr Josek 
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Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
senior members of his govern- 
ment retreated to a Benedictine 
monastery in Bavaria yesterday, 
seeking a brief moment of tran- 
quillity away from the battles of 
the Cabinet. 

After a month of endless 
rows, Mr Kohl entered the 
sanctum demonstratively hug- 
ging his turbulent Finance Min- 
ister, Theo Waigel, who had 
brought the government to the 
brink of collapse by suggesting 
that its members had run out of 
steam. 

On the Chancellor’s other 
side walked Edmund Stoiber, 
the Bavarian Prime Minister, 
who seems determined to sink 
Mr Kohl’s most cherished pro- 
ject, European monetary union. 

Mr Waigel heads the Chris- 
tian Social Union, the party to 
which Mr Stoiber belongs. 

The CSU is in effect the 
Bavarian sister party of Mr 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats, 
forming a joint bloc in the Bun- 


destag in Bonn. But there ne 
similarities end. 

Despite their alliance, he 
three men are pulling in thee 
directions, to the great deljht 
of the opposition. 

Mr Stoiber is frying to mst 
Mr Whigel and at the same ime 
scupper monetary union. 

Mr Waigel is thus compiled 
to protect his Bavarian bade by 
trying to be as tough witl Mr 
Kohl as his rival in Munkfa. 

The result is confusion, trife, 
and the lowest poll rating fir die 
Chancellor in years. j. 

If elections were hen- to- 
morrow, the Social Derolcrab 
and Greens would blov Eu- 
rope's longest-serving leadr 
out of the water. • 

But elections are a year awas 
and the Big Three voiced ther 
determination yesterday to pt 
an end to their squabbles ad 
start afresh. 

“I hope Saint Benedict wll 
help us to work more and rit 
talk so much,” prayed BerahaJ 
Vbgel, a Christian Democitf 
grandee from Thuringia. Azna 
to that. 
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Comoros claims its has 
crushed island revolt 

The Comoros government said its forces bad recaptured 
aU strategic points on the secessionist Anjouan island. 

They met fierce resistance, said witnesses, though a 
French officer described the fighting as low-key: “This is i 
not the Battle of Stalingrad and the intensity of combat is 
pretty low.” Mohammed Takfs government launched an I 
assault on Anjouan on Wednesday. Reuters - Moroni 

Fireman’s burning ambition 

A German fireman admitted lighting fires because he was . 
bored and enjoyed being praised for helping put them ouL 1 
The volunteer firefighter was arrested and charged with 
arson for causing millions of dollars’ damage. Authorities 
were investigating 70 fires started north of Dusseldorf 
during the past three years. Reuters - Dfisseldorf 

i 

Bus crash leaves 33 dead 

piirty-three people were killed and 40 injured when two 
buses collided in north-west Turkey on the main highway 
between Ankara and Istanbul. Reuters - Ankara 

Dim view in disputed territory 

Japanese right-wingers said a homemade lighthouse which 
sparked a raw over ownership of the Senkaku islands, 
c aimed ^by Chma, Taiwan and Japan, had mysteriously 
been pulled down. It coincided with a visit by the 

i S“ e Minister ’ Ryu taro Hashimoto. to China, j 
where the dispute will be discussed Reuters - Tokyo 

Dead weird 

TUrkey has dropped a plan to distribute body-ba© to 
people to assure them their bodies would not be left Iving 
“ ™ i*™? * fter ^ fetal accident. The plan was ! 

ridiculed by the press and politicians. Reuters- Ankara 
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PhD Reeves 

Moscow ~ ‘ 

Moscow will today launch into 
■ a three-day extravaganza to 
prove that it is no longer the 
citadel of world Communism 
bat a vibrant commercial cap- 
ital, attractive to tonrists and in- 
ternational investors alike. The 
events, as lavish an the most 
grandiose of Soviet-era festivi- 
ties, officially mark the city’s 
850th anniversary, bat they, 
have as much to do with the 
ambitions of its mayor, Yuri 
Luzhkov. 

Ignoring the trifling fact that 
no one knows the precise date 
of Moscow’s founding (1147 is 
the first time it is mentioned in 
manuscripts), Mr Luzhkov has 
tirelessly hectored the capital 
into mounting the biggest face- 
lift in its histoiy. Last night, 
workmen were still frantically 
painting and scrubbing crum- 
bling, grime-covered, bnfldings. 
Patriotic posters, Russian flags, 
and “I Love You Moscow” ban- 
ners festoon every major street. 

As he bestrides the interna- 
tional stage, the mayor - who 
has invited no fewer than 55 for- 
eign delegations to bis show - 
wauls no unsightly scenes to mar 


his performance. Like Mr 
Luzhkov himself - oho, at 60, 
still espects his staff to pby foot- 
ball with him before work - the 
programme is loud, flamboyant, 
ananas a strong natirinalkt and 
Busman Orthodox streak. 

‘ A fire-breathing mechanical 
dragon, controlled from a cock- 
pit in its head, will perform a 
Russian folk tale in Red Square. 
There will be fireworks, parades, 
ballet, choirs, speeches and a 
performance by Ludano 
Pavarotti. In the giant Olympic 
stadium, a laser light show wifi 
produce a giant vision of the 
virgin Mary, above a flock of 
live swans. 

AB this is vintage Lmbkov. In 
the last five years, the former 
parly apparatchik has turned 
nimsetf into a big city boss. Al- 
though he routinely denies It, 
few doubt be is laying the turf 
for a run at the presidency 
when Mr Yeltsin stands down. 

History has not always been 
kind to Moscow over the cen- 
turies. It has been sacked by 
Mongols, demoted by Peter 
the- Great, occupied by 
Napoleon, and almost invaded 
by Hitler. But now its fortunes 
have take an upward turn. 

The outskirts consist of the 
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Colourful past: Red Square, Moscow, March 1917. The Russian capital has an 850-year history that includes invasion, destruction and revolution 


same unrelenting wall of semi- 
derelict. filthy high-rise apart- 
. meot blocks that ringed the city 
in Soviet timed. But hundreds 
of boutiques, offices blocks, 
casinos and cafes have arrived 
in die centre, driving office 
rents above those afNew York. 
This Is good news for Mr 
Luzhkov; (he city still has a stake 
in almost all of Moscow’s real 
estate. 

These days, the skyline is 
dominated by the gold-plated 
dome of Mr Luzhkov’s pet pro- 
ject, the rebuilt Cathedral of 
Christ the Saviour, which was 
blown up by Stalin. 

The mayor’s arm-twisting 
skills ensured that businesses - 
even weapons makers - 


ploughed milKmue into the pro- 
ject, which was buSd at a break- 
neck speed. So, too, was 
another ofhis proud boasts: the 
new three-storey underground 
shopping mall beside die Krem- 
fin walls, soon to be fifled by due 
Western franchises. 

Not everyone approves. Lit- 
tle love is lost between Moscow 
and the provinces. Although 
only 7 per cent of the 147 mil- 
lion Russians live in the capital, 
it holds 80 per cent of its wealth 
and almost two-thirds of its for- 
eign investment 

Provincial Russians blame 
the centre for a multitude of sins, 
from failing to pay wages to ig- 
noring the collapse 01 their in- 
dustries. Although a third of die 


money spent on the 850th jnbilee gratulatory binge with public 
is from private sponsors, the rest money will not bring much de- 
is dol iigbL Some Muscovites have also 

Television pictures of complained, pointing out that 
Moscow going on a self-con- the city -where the average pay 


packet is less than $260 (£155) 
a month - has terrible medical 
facilities, pot-holed roads, ter- 
rible crime and an arm)' of 
homeless. 


“This is all too Soviet for me,” 
said Irina Mikhleva, a media re- 
searcher. “Wby don’t they spend 
the money on rebuilding the 
sewage system?" 


Eight centuries of the ‘wet’ city 


1147 (ish): Small outpost 
established on the banks of 
the marshy Moscow River. 
The name derives from ah 
old Slavic word meaning 
“wet*. ..... 

1223: The Mongols invade. 
They dominate Russia for 
the next 250 years and, in 
1382: bum Moscow to the 
ground. 

1325-40: The reign of 
“Moneybags" Ivan L He 
chooses to live In Moscow, 
and the seat of the 
Orthodox Church moves 
west from Vladimir to the 
city. 

1370: The Lithuanians' lay 
siege to Moscow, but are 
unable to scale the recently 
strengthened Kremlin walls. 
1453: Constantinople fads 
to the Tbrfcs, releasing the 
Russian Orthodox Church 
from Byzantine control. 
Within a decade, Ivan the 
Great declares Moscow the 
“Third Rome*, the hew 
centre of Orthodoxy. 

1613: Mikhail flomanov is - 
elected Tsar, beginning the 
Romanov dynasty. 

1712: Peter the Great who 
hated the place, moves the 
capital to St Petersburg; 
1812: Napoleon's troops - 
invade. Most of the city is 
destroyed by fire when the 
French beat a retreat 
1825: The Bolshoi Theatre 
opens. 

1918: Lenin restores the 
city’s status as capital, after 
more than two centuries. This 
lime, it was at the heart of.tne 
world’s first Communist state, 
the Soviet Union. 

1941: Hitler’s troops reach 
the edge of the efty, but rail 
to take it 

1991 : Tanks on the streets, 
after a failed coup against 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

1993: More tanks, after 
Boris Yeltsin sends in troops 
to bombard parliament 
1997: The 850th 
anniversary. 
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Images of a city: 

A wo ma n (above) with a- 
barmer bearing the 
likeness of Vladimir 
Lenin, the founder of 
Soviet Russia, whose 
mummified body lies in . 
.state In Moscow. Lenin 
restored Moscow as the 
capital in 1918, two 
centuries after it was 
usurped by Pater the . 
Great, who loathed the 
place and moved the seat 
of government to St 
Petersburg in 1712. 

St BasiTs Cathedral (left) 
symbolises the Russian 
Orthodox Church which 
has revived following the 
fen of Communism and 
the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union. 


PPP healtTicare 

gives you immediate access to 
hospital treatment 
from around £13 a month 


When you call us for your no-obligation quotation, 
well send you a comprehensive information pack, containing 
everything you need to know about PPP healfticare's Key 
Plan. Itll tell you about the many advantages of 
PPP healthcare.. .such as immediate access i 


to hospital treatment with no wait, no fuss 
and no hassle 


You can also read about the ways 
PPP healthcare supports you when you're fit 
and healthy too - like our confidential Health 
Checks every two years which may help with 
the early diagnosis and treatment of Ulness. 

And you can find out more about our 24-hour 

Health Information Line, one of the largest phone-based 
health information services in die world. 

It puts you’ in direct contact with qualified medical 
professionals who can answer your queries 365 days a year. 


Health 
Check 
every 
2 years 


You’ll also discover how your Personal Advisory 
Team - people who know your cover inside out - can 
help you with every last aspect of your cover, right down 
to completing a claim form. 

Call now for your no-obligation. 

quotation. 

Sounds reassuring, doesn't It? So why 
not contact us now for your no-obligation 
quotation and full PPP healthcare Key Wan 
information pack. 'With PPP healthcare cover 
starts from around £133 month. And you get 
the first month free when you enrol 

Simply quote the reference number 

printed below. Why delay? You never know when you 
might need the support and protection ofPPPhealfiicare. 

So call us now on 0800 33 55 55 or simply return 
the coupon below. 


L .1 i I li' 


1 vou i ! i : >■ n ion i h ! ro 


In-* l jiU .. ovd 


0800 33 55 55 

. discount tot annua! payment - plus an extra discount 


Rot’. nf*4N 


n % our lir.s 1 %-j.ir it sou .i.r.i 


hu modi a to iovc: • and pay hv •. rc-Jit cardOam - txpm weekdays, gam - tpm Saturdays). Calls max be recorded. 


_ . ' *JIH. V Lx 

• - $(r±r - 

■r* ‘i> * *■ • 


THE PEOPLE’S PRINCESS 

Your tribute to Diana 

Friday 7.00pm and Saturday 7.30pm 

Live coverage on Saturday from 9.00am ( followed by your comments in ''Diana, The Legacy” 

Talk Radio Hc-lolme with Cruse, the national bereavement charity. Telephone 0171 636 1120 
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Viktor Frankl 


The Austrian psychiatrist and 
psychotherapist Viktor Frank] 
is 'best known for tracing suf- 
fering to a failure to find mean- 
ing and a sense of responsibility 
in life. He once said that the 
meaning of his life was to help 
others find the meaning in 
theirs. The Will to Meaning 
( 1969) is the title of one of his 
books. 

He "its bom in Vienna in 
1905. The house he first lived 
in was diagonally across the 
street from where the psy- 
chotherapist Alfred Adler bad 
[bed for a time. Thus, Frankl 
mused, the “birth” of his 
logotherapy. the “third Vien- 
nese school of psychotherapy", 
Freud's being the first, took 
place near that of the “second" 
Viennese school - Adler’s 
"individual psychology". 

Frank! 's father worked his 
wav up from parliamentary 
stenographer to director at the 
Austrian Ministry of Social 
Affaire. He was to die in the 
Theresienstadt concentration 
camp from starvation and pneu- 
monia. FrunkTs mother was 
descended from a Prague pa- 
trician family. Among her 
ancestors was the 12th-century 
Jewish Bible and Talm ud schol- 
ar Rush], and Rabbi Low of 
Prague. She was gassed at 
Auschwitz. 

Frankl wrote in his Recollec- 
tions: an autobiography (1995) 
that he decided to become a 
physician at three years old. At 
about the age of four be was 
“startled by the unexpected 
thought" that one day he would 
have to die. What troubled him 
then, as it did throughout his 
life, was not the fear of dying, 
but the "question of whether the 
transitory nature of life might 
destroy its meaning". Eventu- 
ally he decided that it did not. 
because "nothing from the past 
is irretrievably lost . . . Whatever 
we have done, or created, what- 
ever we have learned and ex- 
perienced - all of this we have 
delivered into the past. There 




Frank!: logotherapy' 

is no one, and nothing, that can 
undo it." 

He was still in high school 
when his childhood wish to be- 
come a physician became more 
focused and. under the influ- 
ence of psychoanalysis, he be- 
came interested in psychiatry. 
He saw his talent as a psychia- 
trist as related to a “gift" he had 
as a cartoonist. As a cartoonist, 
he said he could “spot the 
weaknesses" in a person. But as 
a psychiatrist, or “rather as a 
psychotherapist", he could see 
"beyond the actual weaknesses" 
and “recognise intuitively some 
possibilities for overcoming 
those weaknesses". He could 
see the “potential for discover- 
ing a meaning" behind some- 
one’s misery, and thus turn "an 
apparently meaningless suffer- 
ing into a genuine human 
achievement". He believed that 
this was the core of his approach 
to psychotherapy, which came 
to be known as logotherapy. 

Still in his teens. Franid be- 
came interested in philosophy 
and started to lecture on the 
meaning of life. He formed a re- 
lationship with Alfred Adler, but 
fell out with him within a few 
years. Aside from his medical 
degree. Frankl also had a doc- 
toral e in philosophy. His "dear 
colleagues in Vienna", he com- 


mented. “instead of saying 
Frankl is twice a doctor", would 
say "he is only half a physician". 

He began his private practice 
of psychiatry and neurology in 
1937, and soon became the 
chief of neurology at the Roth- 
schild Hospital in Vienna. He 
waited for years until his quo- 
ta number to emigrate to the 
United States came up. Final- 
ly, shortly before Pearl Harbor, 
the American Consulate gave 
him a visa. He knew his parents 
were fated to be deported to a 
concentration camp. The visa 
applied only to him. Should he 
leave them behind? He took a 
walk and awaited a “bint from 
heaven". At home his father had 
picked a piece of marble from 
the rubble of a burnt-down 
synagogue. On it was chiselled 
part of the Ten Command- 
ments, in particular a letter 
that could have come only from 
the commandment "Honour 
thy father and thy mother". 
Franid decided to let the visa 
lapse. 

While still in Vienna he met 
his first wife. Tilly Grosser. 
They were among the last Vi- 
ennese Jews to get permission 
from the National Socialist au- 
thorities to wed. Jews were for- 
bidden to have children even if 
they were married, and Tilly had 
to sacrifice the foetus she was 
carrying. FrankTs book The Un- 
heard Cry For Meaning (1978) 
was dedicated to their unborn 
child. 

Nine mouths after marry- 
ing. in 1942, they were at the 
Theresienstadt concentration 
camp. TOiy had a two-year ex- 
emption from transfer to 
Auschwitz as she was working 
in a munitions factory, which 
was important to the war effort. 
However, Viktor was called up 
for “Transport East" - which 
they knew meant Auschwitz. He 
tried to persuade her not to join 
his transport. However, without 
his knowledge she volunteered. 
She went on the train with him 
to Auschwitz- and died there. 


At Auschwitz, Dr Joseph 
Mengele selected him for the 
left queue, beaded for the gas 
chambers. However, Frankl 
recognised no one in that 
queue. He saw a few of his 
young colleagues in the right 
queue, and switched to it behind 
Mengele 'shack. At the time he 
did not know he had saved his 
life. 

In the camp be survived a ty- 
phus infection. He came to be- 
lieve that those inmates who 
“were oriented toward the fu- 
ture, toward a meaning waiting 
to be fulfilled" were more like- 
ly to survive. He believed he 
owed his own survival in part to 
bis resolve to reconstruct a 
manuscript he had written be- 
fore Auschwitz, and lost there 
- a book be later called The 
Doctor and the Soul (1945). 

He spent a total of three years 
in four camps. At a lecture 
after the war be said: 

I repeatedly tried to distance myself 
from the misery that surrounded me 
by externalising it 1 remember 
marching one morning from the 
camp to the work site, hardly able to 
bear the hunger, the cold, and pain 
of my frozen and festering feet, so 
swollen ... My situation seemed 
bleak, even hopeless. Then I imag- 
ined dun f stood at a lectern in a 
large, beautiful, warm and bright 
hall I was about to give a lecture 
to an interested audience on 


nary lecture I reported the thing? I 
am now living through. Believe me, 
ladies and gentlemen, at that moment 
I could not dare to hope that some 
day it was to be my good fortune to 
actually give such a lecture. 

As Well as losing his parents 
and wife in the camps, he also 
lost a brother in Auschwitz. A 
sister, who had gone to Aus- 
tralia, survived. After the war he 
served for 25 years as head of 
a neurology department at the 
Viennese Polyclinic Hospital. 

He dictated his best-known 
book, Man’s Search for 'Mean- 
ing (1945). in nine days, and 
published it at first anony- 
mously. Translated into 24 lan- 


guages, it distils Frankl's ap- 
proach to psychotherapy. He 
wrote that he had wanted to 
“convey to the reader try way of 
concrete example that me bolds 
a potential meaning under any 
conditions, even the most mis- 
erable ones". He wished to 
demonstrate the point in a sit- 
uation “as extreme as that in a 
concentration camp”. If he 
wrote down what be bad gone 
through “ft might be helpful to 
people who are prone to de- 
spair". He believed that life 
holds a potential meaning 
under any conditions. 

One of his logo therapeutic 
maxims is “Live as if you were 
already living for the second 
time, and as ifyou had made the 
mistakes you are about to make 
now". This “Active autobio- 
graphical view of one’s life” is 
meant to heighten one’s sense 
of responsibility. 

He admonished his students: 
Don’t aim at success - the more you 
aim at it and make it a target, the 
rrwrewm are go^ tomes it Far suc- 
cess, like happiness, cannot be pur- 
sued. It must ensue, and it does so 
only as the unintended side effect of 
one’s personal dedication to a cause 
greater than oneself or as the by- 
product of surrender to a person 
other than oneself. . . 

While being forced to march 
in a concentration camp, a 
thought “transfixed" him. He 
“saw the truth as it is set into 
song by many poets, proclaimed 
as the final wisdom by so many 
thinkers. The truth - that love 
is the ultimate and highest goal 
to which man can aspire’' Then 
be “grasped the greatest secret 


that human poetry and human 
thought and belief have to im- 
part: the salvation of man is 
through love and in Jove”. 

Morton SchaizmaJD 

Viktor Emil Frankl, psychiatrist 
and psychotherapist: bom Vien- 
na 26 Match 1905; married 1941 
Tdfy Grosser (deceased), 1947 
Eleonore Schwmdt.fone daugh- 
ter); died Vienna 2 September 
1997. 
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Fraud (1), Adler (2) and Franid (3y. FrankTs cartoon of the three schools of Viennese psychotherapy 


Diana Kirkbride-Helbaek 


Grande dame: Kkfcbride-Hetbaek outside her tent at Be Id ha 


Diana Kiikbride-Helbaek was 
one of the last surviving gpandes 
dames amongst British archae- 
ologists who explored the 
Middle East in the early post- 
colonial years. Her death marks 
almost the end of a generation 
of formidable women whose 
contributions to the archaeol- 
ogy of western Asia were mile- 
stones. Her remarkable career 
places her among such lumi- 
naries as Dorothy Garrod and 
Dame Kathleen Kenyon, whose 
discoveries were among the 
most important in archaeolog- 
ical scholarship at mid-centuiy. 

Diana Kirkbride grew up in 
Southampton and Norfolk and 
attended Wycombe Abbey 
School in High Wycombe. Dur- 
ing the Second World War, she 
served in the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service; some of that time 
was spent in Southampton, 
where the WRNS base includ- 
ed a small library. A classic work 
on ancient Egypt inspired her 
decision to make archaeology 
her life’s work. Lacking a first 
degree, but excused from it be- 
cause of her war service, she 
pursued full-time study of 
Egyptology at University Col- 
lege London, obtaining a 
postgraduate diploma in 1950. 

Yet it was western Asiatic ar- 
chaeology which would emerge 
as her mitier. She studied 
Mesopotamian archaeology un- 
der Sir Max Mallowan and 
Palestinian archaeology under 
Dame Kathleen Kenyon at the 
Institute of Archaeology, which 
was then an independent insti- 
tution unrelated to University 
College. Mallowan and Keny- 
an became influential mentors. 


After only one year of study in 
Egypt on a small grant, and a 
brier flirtation with Assyrian ar- 
chaeology in 1951, Kirkbride 
went to work as a site supervi- 
sor at Kenyon’s excavation of 
Jericho- She remained a key 
member of the Jericho project 
from 1952 to 1955, having been 
charged with responsibility for 
the excavation of the many 
tombs found there. 

At the time, the Jericho pro- 
ject was a benchmark for con- 
trolled stratigraphic excavation 
in Palestine (a region which Sir 
Mortimer Wheeler had once 
called “the land of archaeolog- 
ical sin"). Jericho launched the 
careers of a generation of 
British archaeologists who dis- 
persed across western Asia to 
explore other regions and oth- 
er problems. Kirkbride looked 
eastward. 

In 1953, she formed a crucial 
alliance with the then director 
of the Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities, Gerald Lankester 
Harding, who took her on as a 
staff member. With Lankester 
Harding’s guidance, she began 
a series of important field pro- 
jects in Jordan. Among the 
first was what she would later 
say was ber proudest achieve- 
ment: the restoration of the 
South Theatre at Roman 
Jerash. It was a stunning task for 
an archaeologist with only a few 
years of experience. 

Months of work ensued, dur- 
ing which time Kirkbride over- 
saw the construction of ramps, 
scaffolding, the cleaning of 
massive nibble from passage- 
ways and the reconstruction of 
columns and amphitheatre 


seats. Today the restored 
theatre is a central tourist 
attraction of Jordan and an 
annual arts festival is held there. 

In 1956 her attention turned 
to the Petra region of southern 
Jordan. She excavated at Petra 
itself but soon began to explore 
the Palaeolithic and Neolithic 
sites in the area. In the 1950s, 
the early prehistory of southern 
Jordan was terra incognita, and 
indeed most of the archaeolo- 
gy of the region (apart from Pe- 
tra itself) was an unmapped 
landscape. Kirkbride’s discov- 
eries in the area began with the 
excavation of a small late Palae- 
olithic rock shelter called Whdi 
Madamagh . 

Not far from the shelter and 
only a few miles from Petra she 
discovered a small low ruin of 
Neolithic remains. The name of 
the site was Beidha. In 1958, 
with the backing of the British 
School of Archaeology in 
Jerusalem, she began to exca- 
vate there and continued to do 
so until 1967. During this peri- 
od she often spent many 
months alone in Petra, save for 
the Bedouin, who had become 
trusted friends (and who still 
speak of heT fondly to any 
archaeologists passing through). 

The excavation of Beidha 
caused great excitement in the 
world of western Asiatic pre- 
history in the 1960s, for sever- 
al reasons. Beidha was revealed 
as a small but impressive Ne- 
olithic village of the late eighth 
and early seventh millennia 
BC, in an arid setting of mar- 
ginal rainfall and modest 
sources of permanent water. It 
was a first look at what was 


called at the time a “desert 
Neolithic" phenomenon. 

Kirkbride’s excavation (un- 
like Kenyon’s) emphasised 
broad exposures and recovery 

of as much of the village layout.- 

as possible. This provided schol- 
ars with a window on bowa Ne- 
olithic village looked as a whole; 
more crucially, it permitted ob- 
servation of variations between 
Neolithic houses, including 
household “workshops” seem- 
ingly specialised in the pro- 
duction of beads and other 
crafts. Finally. Beidha con- 
tained a remarkable sequence 
of superimposed levels which 
gave the best evidence yet 
of how Neolithic vernacular 
architecture developed. 

Such observations were made 
possible by Kirkbride’s excava- 
tion of more than 70 per cent 
of the site, a sharp contrast to 
Kenyon’s approach, which em- 
phasised very fine stratigraph- 
ic control but in much smaller 
trenches, thus providing little in- 
formation on village layout It 
is a balancing act familiar to all 
archaeologists, but in certain re- 
spects time has been kinder to 
Kirkbride’s broad area excava- 
tion approach, provided the 
tight stratigraphic controls can 
be maintained. 

One member of the Beidha 
field team was a Danish ar- 
chaeobotanist named Hans 
Helbaek, a scholar who had al- 
ready begun a lifelong project 
of the study of plant domesti- 
cation in western Asia. At the 
end of the 1960s, Helbaek and 
Kirkbride were married. .At 
about the same time, Kirkbride 
was appointed Director of the 


British School of Archaeology 
in Iraq. 

From her new base in Bagh- 
dad, she began a new series of 
explorations in northern Mes- 
opotamia, which resulted in 
important discoveries at an- 
other Neolithic she, this one 
called Umm Dabaghiyah. Here 
Kirkbride-Helbaek exposed an 
enigmatic but extensive series of 
small cellular structures which 
may have served as storage fa- 
cilities for a herding population, 
or, as die believed, a hunting 
group. 

In the late 1970s, she left the 
Middle East to live in Denmark. 
By then she had lived in Jordan 
for almost 20 years and con- 
ducted excavations and surveys 
in Lebanon, Cyprus and Turkey. 
Among many honours she re- 
ceived in recognition of ber 
work were Oxford University's 
Gerald Avery Wainwrigbt Fel- 
lowship in Near Eastern Ar- 
chaeology and the fellowship of 
the Society of Antiquaries. 

Even after the death of her 
husband in the late 1970s and 
after Diana Kirkbride-Helbaek 
herself had suffered a stroke, 
she continued to conduct field- 
work. In 1983 die returned to 
Beidha for one more season of 
excavations: In the late 1980s 
and early 1990s, despite in- 
creasing problems with her 
health, die continued to work, 
collaborating with younger 
scholars on the final publica- 
tions an Beidha and Umm 
Dabaghiyah and planning new 
excavations in 'Wadi Rumm 

On frequent viats to London, 
she held court in the lounge of 
the University Women’s Club in 


I 




Mayfair, where, over drinks 
and hors d'oeuvres, she enter- 
tained colleagues and friends 
with news, gossip, amusing sto- 
ries and arguments about the 
Neolithic. 

The plans for excavation of 
a Nabataean temple in Wadi 
Rumm were a central theme of 
those years. Sbe.had written to 
a major funding body asking for 
a grant to begin the excavations. 
The grant body wrote back 
that, in view of her advanced 
years and her health, she would 
be required to take out addi- 
tional insurance providing for 
special transport in the event 
that she should become seri- 
ously 01 or die whilst in the field 

Quaking with laughter, she 
recounted this tale with the ob- 
servation that the reviewers 
were simply too young and in- 
experienced to evaluate prop- 
erty either the application or her 
stamina. 

In 1988, several of us ac- 
companied her to the Jerash 
arts festival, where a perfor- 
mance of RigoieUo was staged 
m the South Theatre. She had 
not been back to the theatre in 
years and had never seen a play 
or an opera performed in it. As 
dusk fell and the music rose, she 
shifted in her seat and looked 
up and around at the setting. 
Quietly, and almost to herself 
she said: “Restored, and now in 
use. Who would have thought 
it could ever happen?" 

Katherine L Wright 

Diana Kirkbride, archaeologist: 
bom 22 October 1915; monied 
Hans Helbaek (deceased): died 
Aarhus, Denmark 13 August 1997. 


Noel Henderson 


Noel Henderson represented 
what now seems a hotter, more 
golden era for the game of 
rugby in Ireland. Outside his 
plating eareer he left an in- 
delible mark un rugby as a 
selector and administrator. 

He will perhaps be best re- 
membered for his role in the 
win over .Australia at Lans- 
downe Road in January 1959. 
a landmark victcuy in lhai it con- 
stituted Ireland's first win over 
a touring international side 
fmm the southern hemisphere. 
Taking a pass from Davey He- 


witt on the half-way line, and 
with all of Ireland willing him 
on. Henderson completed a 
famous try which sealed 
Ireland’s win. 

Henderson was universally 
regarded within the game as one 
of its most personable charac- 
ters. Forever in a good mood, 
friendly, approachable and with 
a ready wit, he was one of the 
dominant personalities in Irish 
rugby in the last half-ccntury. 

He was educated at Foyle Col- 
lege in Deny, and at Queen’s 
University. Belfast, where his tal- 


ent as a strong-running, bard- 
tackling centre outside of 
Jackie Kyle first came to promi- 
nence. Kyle was a lifelong friend, 
and Henderson would subse- 
quently marry his sister, Betty, 
herself a distinguished Irish 
international hockey player. 

Henderson’s international 
rugby career began before his 
21st birthday, in February 1949, 
with Ireland's 13-3 win over 
Scotland at Murrayfield. He had 
broken into what was probably 
Ireland's greatest side ever, for 
the ensuing 5-0 win over Whies 


in St Helen's Swansea, a fort- 
night later, enabled Ireland to 
retain both the Triple Crown 
and the championship. 

Despite being restricted to 
just one appearance in the 1950 
Five Nations Championship, 
Henderson was chosen for the 
subsequent Lions tour of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand later 
that summer, under Kail 
Mullen. He played in the third 
test against New Zealand on the 
wing. 

He was a fixture on the 1951 
Irish side drat again won the 


championship, only being de- 
nied another Triple Crown and 
Grand Slam by a 3-3 draw with 
Wales in Cardiff. Henderson’s 
contribution to that campaign 
was crucial for he scored drop 
goals in both the 9-8 win over 
France in Dublin and the 6-5 win 
over Scotland in Murrayfield. 

A prolific scorer, his Irish ca- 
reer ultimately spanned 11 
years, and 40 caps. He eventu- 
ally became the team's captain 
against Scotland in 1956, where- 
upon be led the side for the next 
two seasons. The 1958-59 sea- 


son was his denouement on the 
international stage, when he 
passed on the captaincy of the 
side to Ronnie Dawson and 
switched to full-back. 

He continued to play for 
NIFC. also alongside Kyle, 
whom he joined from Queen’s, 
and served as both player and 
administrator ca ptaining the 
club and later becoming its 
president. He also became 
NIFC'S representative on the 
Ulster branch, where he served 
a term as President. 

Henderson was both an Ul- 


ster and Irish selector, and af- 
ter more than a decade on the 
IRFU progressed to serve as the 
Union’s president as weU. But 
he was no mere bureaucrat, and 
was renowned for his tremen- 
dous voice. A noted party piece 
was his version of “The Glens 
of Antrim". 

Gerry ThornJey 

Noel Joseph Henderson, rugby 
player ana administrator: bom 10 
August 1928; nvanied Betty Kyle 
four daughters); died 27 August 
1997. 





Henderson: personable 

Photograph: Hulton Getty 


DEATHS 

HOSNEY: Barbara Ulfliv nf Dibdcn 
Puibcu. H,impshirc. lute of All Soims 
South Ebnham, Suflolk. on I Scn- 
icsfrci. Funeral on Wcdnndav in 
September at houihampina CrJroa- 
UMium at .1.15pm. Fjmih- flower, 
onit. Donations if desired to the 
Bntish Lung Foundation c'o R. Hal- 
him Son. 155 Long Lane. Hoftniry, 
Hampshire. 

VtNDERBYL: Rnsemaiv, died ■uddcnli' 
hut peacefully on JQ AUeum IW jt 
the John Raddiflc Hospital. Onord. 
Requiem Masswillbc at Btackfron. 
nJ St Giles. Oxford, on [7 Septem- 
ber l*W7 at HjOam followed by 
imenuetM at St Man 's Church. Wap- 
pen ham, Northamptonshire, at 
- .'fpiiL Simple flowers onk- or 
donation* to Work! Wide Futxi for Na- 
ture. coAAV Bruce. 29 Rcgus Street. 
Summer! wn, Oxford. 0I8ci5 .tltWT. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Announcement* far Gunt SIXTHS, 
UARKUCES & DEATHS ! Births. Adop- 
Uoos, Marriages. Death*. MenwoJ bw- 
*•«>. Weddln* anniversaries. In 
Mcmriaml should be sat In writing i„ 
(he Guttle Edllor, The Independent, i 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London 
EU 5DL. (dephntd 1*0171-213 281 1 or 
bud la 0171-293 2910. and an charged 
at SbSt a line lYVT eiUat. OTHER 
Gazme announcements must besolani!- 

(edta writing tor bKd> and an charged 

at riO a line. VAT extra. Please ndwk a 
daytime telephone numbee. 


Birthdays 

Lord Alexander of Weedon, QC. 
chairman. National Westminster 
Bonk. 61; Mr Malcolm Allison, foot- 
ball manager, 70; Miss Meg Beres- 
ford, former general secretary, CM?, 
6ft Mr Johnny Brig^. actor, 62; Mr 
Dick Clement, film director and 
scriptwriter. 60; Miss Tracy Edwards, 
yachtswoman. 35; Sir Robin Feam. 
former ambassador to Spun, 63; 
Dr David fusscy, Vice-Chancellor, 
Greenwich University, 54; Mr David 
Graham, former Chief Constable, 
Cheshire, 64; Dame Elizabeth 
Hedky-MHIez, former senior civfl ser- 
vant, 74; Professor Julian Hunt, 
chief executive, Mcteorolopca! Of- 
fice, 56; Mr Michael Lees, actor, 70; 
Sir Frauds Loyd, former colonial ad- 


mrmstrator, 81: Mr Kevin McNamara 
MR 63; Sir John Mummery, a Lord 
Justice of Appeal, 59; Mr Bob 
Newfaazt, actor, 6S; Lord PiUrington 
of Oxenfonl, rainirm-nj, Broadcast- 
ing Complaints Commission, 64; 
Miss Jean Ranidce, Deputy Director, 
British Museum, 5ft Mr AJ Stewart, 
rock singer and songwriter, 52; Mr 
George Tremlett, author and bodlr- 
seUet, 58; Mr Burl A. \bkfaec, former 
chairman, American Federal Re- 
serve Board. 70; Mbs Raquel Welch, 
actress, 57; Professor Sir Denys 
Wilkinson, nuclear physicist, 75. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Lotus XTV, ibe “Sun King” 
of France, 163ft Johann Christian 


Bach, composer, 1735; Robert Fer- 
gusson, vernacular poet, 175ft Cas- 
par David Friedrich, painter, 1774; 
Giacomo Meyerbeer (Jakob Lieb- 
maun Beer), composer, 1791; Chris- 
tian Louis Heinrich Kfihlcr, 
composer, 182ft John Wbden, crick- 
eter and cricket records compiler, 
1826; Jesse Woodson James, outlaw, 

president of Indio, 1888; Darryl 
Francis Zanudc, film producer, 1902; 
Arthur Koes iter, author. 1905; John 
Cage, composer and pianist, 1912. 
Deaths: Pieter Brueghel ibe Elder, 
painter, 1569; Charles- Pierre PrEguy, 
poet, kffled in action 1914; Gp Capt 
Sir Douglas Robert Steuait Ba der , 
pitou 1982. Ob this day: the first Con- 
tinental Congress in America opened 


at Philadelphia, 1774; Malta was Sur- 
rendered to the British by the French 
after Nelson’s fleet had blockaded 
them, 180ft die US declared its 
neutrality In the Secoitd World Whr, 
1939; Brussels was liberated by the 
Allies. 1944; terrorists of the Arab 
Blade September group killed 1 1 is- 
raeHs at the Olympic Games in Ger- 
many, 1972. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Beninus, St Gesebald of 
Lean, St Laurence Giustiniani and- 
Saints Urban and Theodore and 
their Companions. 

English-Speaking Union 

Mr George Robertson MF, Secretary 
of Stare for Defence, yesterday de- 
foered the sixth in a series of lectures 


entitled "Furthering International 
Understanding”. He spoke on 
“Building European Security” in the 
Locarno Room at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, London 
SWl. Baroness Brigstocte, Chairman 
of the English-Speaking Union, was 
in the choir. Sir Geoffrey Pattie also 
spoke. . 

Lectures 

National Gslleij: Jaqueline Ansell, 
“lfth Cranny fiance (iy. Fragonard, 
Psyche showing her Sisters her Gifts 
from Cupid", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Vicky 
WbbSaid/Brit&i Fashion and Style, 
1950s and 1960s" 230pm. 

Ifcte Gafteryi Clement Page. 


“E&northy Kelly's Colour: the traret- 
figuration of space and mind", Ipm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to he 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 734pm. 

United Syusopwc 89*9. Fed- 

SpaRapuK mx-VC 120. 
Ualon of Literal and fi o mwla Sjn*- 
SBgKx em-SSj MU. Rsftnn Syo>. 
man oT Great Britain: 0181*349 4731. 
Spanish and Fortnane Jews Conpr™- 
0171-289 isSlfar London Syu. 
anew iMmorti): 0171028 1026. 

Changing of the Guard 

The JWrtoM Covaln M>iuntcd RepmuM 

BontatfeOtKni UfcGwrd a ItancGmfe. 
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to rescue the reformers’ hopes 


N ormal business will resume, 
officially, on Monday. But 
politicians. If they are wise, will 
be chary. This week’s highly-strung 

g ublic mood may linger. People may 
nd it hard to stomach too swift a 
return to the partisan, divisive grin d 
Unifying, healing speech may be at a 
premium, with the tabloids desperately 
eager to leap upon breakers of their, 
partisan definitions of peace. Might 
that mean the unionist tide wQl run 
^ more strongly north of the English bor- 
w‘ der and the Welsh show themselves no 
more enthusiastic about national polit- 
ical self-expression than they were 
when last consulted 20 years ago? 

Even though it has redoubtable Lib- 
eral and nationalist allies in both Scot- 
land and Wiles, it is of course Labour 
which is the principal d evolutionist 
party. The Government thus has most 
to lose by the failure of the camp aigns 
which are this week, ursuspensioa - and 
failure must be taken to include a low 
turnout. Its leading lights win, doubt- 
less, be on their guard. Perhaps the 
vehemence of Donald Dewar's oppo- 
sition to Scotland’s football game tak- 
ing place on Saturday had to do with 
his sense of having to tread a very Ena 
line. Labour seems at pains to say that 
% loyalism (at least of the Diana variant) 
* does not forbid devolution. 

But the death of the Princessrhas cost 
Mr Dewar and his colleagues quite a 
bit, and more than just time on the 


campaign trail. The -momentum that 
was meant to build up from mid- 
August ' (when the’ Scottish schools 
went back) was lost The devaJutionists 
have barely three days’ cam paigning 
before Scotland votes next Thursday 
and that against a background of grow- 
ing anti-devolution sentiment, at least 
as registered in the polls. The odds are 
. moon ting in favour of some significant 
embarrassment for Labour, either in 
terms of a low turnout; or even a vote 
against the second, tax-raising, propo- 
sition. it seems likely that Labour will 
win its vote a week later in Wales, but 
possibly on a turnout which casts doubt 
on the desire of the Welsh for signifi- 
cant constitutional change. . 

It. is worth rehearsing, briefly, why 
theseyotes matter. It is evident die peo; 
pie firing in Scotland and TCdes (a plural 
bunch, let’s not forget - not all Scottish 
residents are Scots and some of the 
inhab itants of Cardiff speak Chinese) 
are being offered an opportunity not just ■ 
to reflea upon governance but to alter 
it to suit diem. The occasion matters to 
the population of England, too. 

.' Scottish devolution bulked large in 
the labour manifesto. A yes-no vote m 
Scotland. punctures Blarrite rhetoric 
and demonstrates the misalignment of 
Labour Party opinion. A check to con- 
stitutional reform here could severely 
reduce the time and energy the Gov- 
ernment would be prepared to put into 
other commitments - on proportional 
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representation, on House of Lords 
and parliamentary reform. The case, 
among other things, for more local self- 
government in England (including 
London) could be vitiated: if Scottish 
and Welsh voters proved apathetic or 
antagonistic, could Labour trust Lon- 
doners to turn out in their droves to 
reform the governance of the capital? 

Yet if Scottish devolution matters so 
much to the fate of this government, the 
Labour leadership turns out to have 
been lackadaisical The campaign for a 
yes-yes vote started late and unpropi- 
tiously. Sisley -the report by Labour’s 
chief whip, Nick Brown, was peculiarly 


ill-timed - gave the enemies of devo- 
lution an apt slogan, and an effective 
question: why should the machine 
whiqh brought you the murky local and 
constituency dealings of west central 
Scotland behave differently when its 
spoils also included seats in an Edin- 
burgh assembly? Labour's paladins, 
Messrs Manddscm and Prescott; arrived 
late and ineffectually. Mr Blair, so 
blessed by his personal opinion poll rat- 
ing, has so far chosen not to sprinkle his 

charisma acmssthe hoirfarc rrf Fngtaiwi 

Cynics say Labour leaders would pri- 
vately be quite content with a yes-no 
vote. It would, inter alia, stop awkward 


questions being raised about the Bar- 
nett formula, under which Scotland 
ends up with extra public spending per 
head. It would please the coostit uti o n al 
conservatives who throng the Cabinet- 
But it would also undermine one of the 
Government’s stalwarts, Donald 
Dewar. He has hardly had a faultless 
innings. Labour’s campaign alliance 
with the Scottish National Party is 
dangerous - as risky as any connection 
with ultras who will never settle to the 

real business of politics, which is nego- 
tiation and untidy compromise. 

Mr Dewar seems to have been taken 
by surprise by the rejectionist sentiments 
of the Scottish Confederation of British 
Industry and the Bank of Scotland gov- 
ernor, Sir Bruce P&rtullo. You (to not 
have to subscribe to the folk myth of 
Scottish financial prudence to see that 
a considered rejection of revenue-rais- 
ing powers by a pillar of the financial 
establishment was bound to affect the 
mood That business interests speak 
with slightly forked tongue is beside the 
point (only the other day En glish busi- 
ness was welcoming the devolution of 
powers to the Eng lish regions). 

Recent polls suggest support for the 
Conservatives has grown. Such evi- 
dence need not be a cause for Labour 
concern. Tbiy strength is likely to have 
been consistently under-reported dur- 
ing the Thatcher-Major years and the 
non-representation of Conservatives in 
Scotland in the Westminster Parliament 


is now one of the most glaring anoni" 
alies of first-past-the-post voting- 
Renewed Toiy support could indeed be 
a sign of politics in Scotland returning ' 
“to normal" - which could mean the 
status quo of 1979. The vote next 
Thursday could see the satisfaction of 
Scots with the new government in 
London permitting only a limited 
change to governance in Edinburgh. 
Labour has a lot of work to do next 
week to avoid that embarrassment. 

Parents learn the 
value of tuition 

A ccording to a survey commissioned • 
X3Jby the Committee of Vice-Chan- 
cellors, there has been a marked shift in 
parents' recognition that they should 
help to pay for their children's higher 
education. This must be good news for 
David Blunkett, the Education Secre- : 
tarv. Those Labour MPs who objected 
to the decision to charge for tuition - 
some quite vocally before the pariia- 
mentaiy break -should think again. For : 
the poll also shows, despite the prospect 
of paying, that the numbers of young 
people likely to stud>’ will remain buoy- , 
ant. The)’ and their parents accept that 
higher education's benefits are per- 
sonal as well as public and they are 
obliged as a result to contribute to costs. 
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Lachrymose 
frenzy over 
Diana’s death 

Sin I cannot believe the mass 
hysteria sweeping the nation. Yes, 
it is a tragedy, but it should not be 
affecting our daily lives to this 
extent I have no objection to 
people grieving, if that is how they 
feeL However, I suspect that there 
is a kind of morbid peer-pressure: 
“Have yon signed the bookrof 
condolence yet?” 

The media is in a lachrymose, 
frenzy, perhaps induced by a sense 
of culpability. Every radio station, 
newspaper, and television station is 
torturing us with their exaggerated 
sorrow.-There mtist besomeothcr ■ ■ 
news Worth reporting. -■ : 

I hope that after the funeral we ‘ ‘ 
will all be jjennitted to get on with 
our own lives, and Diana will be 
allowed to rest in peace. ~ 
CONRAD JACOBSON 
Manchester 

Sin The Independent appears to 
have forgotten its original policy of 
relegating royal affairs to me inside 
pages. Was it so entirely foolish? 

The media generally were bound to 
be distraught at the loss of agoose 
that had laid so many golden eggs 
but surely we could have asked for • 
a degree more critical detachment 
fromyou? 

After all, what is this fuss about? 
“Palace and people”? It’s not a 
credible social description of 


V- anything found outside Grimm’s 
.... fairy tales. “Landmines and Aids”? 

Levs quit the pretence. This was a 
... ,. i' soap opera, which was prematurely 

interrupted before the rating? 
began to fall. 

True, the House of Windsor is 
~ distinctly upmarket from its pre- 

scripted Hollywood clones, and, 
yes, it was a “real" soap, insofar as 
the worlds of hereditary monarchy, 

1 paparazzi and international 

glitterati are real to the other 99$ 
per cent of the population. Bui still 
it was a soap, a media product 
/ adapted for mass consumption. ' 

V That and only that makes the loss 
of this one life matter more than 
any other. 

PETER GHOSH 
| J' St Anne 's College, Oxford 

Sir: It is outrageous that the 
Scottish Football Association 
■ H should be scapegoated for foiling to 
• • ' * rearrange a football match over 

'■ ' Jp which they have veiy little control. 
It is, however, in keeping with the 
intolerance that lies behmdjhe 
. myth of a nation “united in - 

, ... There are those like the SPA, 

.. caught in circumstances beyond 
, ‘ their control, and then there are 

the ninllions of people who are not 

grieved, not because they are 
heartless but simply because they 
did not know Diaoa, had not met . 
Diana and were not inspired by 
Diana. Yet scarcely one word of 
their doubts and reservations is 
allowed to be heard. ' 

The atmosphere of Britain this 
' ? week has been utterfy stifling. Let 

those who wish to grieve do so. Bit t 

'_> must everybody else be intimidated 

into line? 

", ED HORTON 
Oxford 

German solidity 

Sir: It seems the car hit a pillar full- 
on at IZlmph. It is a supreme ■ 

tribute to the engineering prowess 
i of Mercedes Benz Cars that the 
• bodyguard sittingin the front 



Respect for Royal 
Family’s grief 

Sic It would appear that the tabloid 
press have won the day, yet again. 

At the be ginning of theweek the 
television media talked endlessly of 
bow the paparazzi's paymasters 
were responsible for the Princes’s 
death. Now the UK tabloids have 
skilfully moved the conti oweuy 
towards Balmoral in asking why 
werenottbe Royal Emily pubtidy - 
mourning Diana’s loss. . 

After Diana is boned on Saturday 
the tabloids will be turning their . 
guns on the Prince ofWdes and the 
Royal Rurally, asking why was not 
more done foxvDiana during her 
lifetime. Before long, the two 
princes, 'William and Hany, wflU truly 
be cooped up in their “tower", being 
forced to live up to an image which I 

suspect was for more mythical than 

tlK majesty of monarchy itsdf. 

JOHN P MAKIT-ROSSI 
LondanES 


diseefifying outbursts which some 
newspapers and television news 
programmes are delighting in 


putting before us. 
Such monument 


the tragic death of Diana, Princess 
of Wales, is the bitter and 
unjustified hostility towards HM ■ 
the Queen, HRH the Prince of 
Wales and the Royal Ramify which 


PAUL WALTER 

Newbury, 

Berkshire 


the television over the Iastfewdays. 

This uninformed criticism of a 
family in mourning, stru gglin g like 
any other which has had to face 
sudden and unexpected tragedy, 
does no justice whatever to the • 
memory of the Princess. 

It is a sad reflection of our times 
that the Queem the Prince of Wal es 
and other members of the Royal 
JRimify, who for so long have, 
worked tirelessly for the well-being 
of.all in th|s country and many. , i 

afaroadjSKouWbes I 


Such monumental disrespect and 
lack of manners at this most difficult 
of times does not in any way reflect 
the “exquisite manners" of the 
Princess, to which a friend of hers 
referred recentfyin a tribute to her. 
The RevPETER IYNESS 
London W6 ■ 

Sin Having lived through, the 
violent and much reported death of 
a ctore fomSymember, I fold the 
utmost sympathy with the Royal 
Family’s decision to hide itself away 

from the public. 

At this time all fomflies need to 
be close together and may well not 
have the strength to face people 
outside their immediate confines. 
This was certamfymy experience. 
For the royals the experience can 
only be worse, asthey wifl be 
I subject to intense public gaze on 
I Saturday and beyond, a fate no 
others have to endure, 
i I implore your readers to think 

first of the needs of Diana’s 
- iThinftritfltf. family and less of their 
own needs. If we really care for 
Dfona we should lend the father of 
her children, and their other dose 
rdatives, our support as they try to 
support thetwoboys through this 
impossible time. 

RICHARD CABMAN 
London SWl 5 

Sir Suzanne Moore (“The Windsors 
still don’t understand ns”, 3 
September) doesn’t know that “the 
future king cannot even put his arms 


around his young sons". I am sure 
that in private he.win be doing all 
that he can to comfort his chndren, 
but what Suzanne Moore demands 
is a public display of emotion. 


Sir: At last! John GampbeD’s letter 
of 4 September is a clear, common- 


denying Oiatles the option of 
grieving in his own way. 

What kind of caDonsness drives 
her to foiget that, whatever his 
position. Prince Charles is still a man 
who can only feel things the way he 
does? Where is her compassion? Or 
does she reserve itfor those who 
satisfy her own notions of how 
emotion is best expressed? 

TONY MULHOLLAND 
London W7 

Sin So, the Royal Family is exposed 
to sniping and hostile speculation if 1 


of one of its former members. A 71- 
year- old monarch and her 50-year- 
old heir are guilty for not behaving 
like a 36-year-old given to 
expensive frocks and conspicuously 
extravagant holidays. 

Am I, at 39, atone in beginning to 
weary of the tabloid assumption, 
shared by some of your 
commentators, that the head of 
state is only deserving of respect if 
he or she is totally tuned in to 
popular culture? When, in truth, 
was any such figure ever so tuned 
in? 

1 want Diana to have every 
honour paid and aU respect, grief 
and gratitude expressed. Ido not 
want her youthful beauty and 


GEOFFREY THOMPSON 
London SEd 


of faux misery winch has, alas, 
cluttered the columns of your 
previousfy distinguished newspaper 
as well as the predatory, greedy and 
self-righteous tabloids. 

You seem to be using this event 
to whip up a frenzy of tasteless 
public feeling against the 
monarchy. One of your reports 
(“Charles and Camilla forced to 
part", 4 September) suggests that 
The Prince of Wales “may be booed 
and hissed at {the] funeral". The 
power of suggestion is great. 

Shame on you aU 
JSMROBERTS 
London SE26 


No rush for 
a republic 

Sin Polly Toynbee (“The last 
chapter of the Royal fehy tale", 4 
September) implores the Prince of 
Wales to abdicate after the 
Queen’s death. This is a personal 
choice by those currently near to 
the throne, based upon alleged 
recent mistakes ana 
misjudgements. Ms Toynbee also 
makes the suggestion that we move 
towards becoming a republic over 
the next twenty years. This is a 
major constitutional change 
requiring a thorough examination 
of all the medications of changing 
how we appoint our ultimate 
constitutional ombudsman. 

The events of the past week have 
not changed the pros and coos of 
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Diary of tears 

Dear Bridget Jones: Now look 
what you’ve done. 

Here I sit, a middle-aged family 
man, white Anglo-Saxon ex- 
Protestant middle class Brit. 
Naturally, I am horrified at the 
death of the Princess of Wiles and 
of those with her. But I do not feel 
personally touched and I am 
beginning to feel that the public 

^^rrassi^^owr-^ense. 

Then 1 readfyour diary today (3 
September). I suddenly realise 
what it is all about. 1 find myself 
sitting at breakfast with my eyes 
filled with Lears. 

See what you've done? 

TIM CLARK 
Bristol 


monarchy or republic. Grief is to be 
endured and possibly even 
admired, but it 'mil pass with time. 
PATRICK BELL 
London SE16 

Sir With the self righteousness 
common to republican sentiment, 
Suzanne Moore (“The Windsors 
still don’t understand us", 3 
September) overlooks years of 
dedicated service given to the 
nation by the House of Windsor, 
not least by Her Majesty the 
Queen and the Prince of Whies, 
(“closeted away somewhere in 
their cold castle, unable or 
uninterested in judging the public 
mood"). 

The grief of the country will only 
be deepened by your columnists’ * 
exploitation of the moment in 
pursuit of their own constitutional 
agenda. 

FR LINDSAY MCKENNA 
Halifax 


A privacy law 
will not help 

Sir By its sheer scale, the public 
outpouring of grief at the tragic 
death of Princess Diana has 
exceeded that anticipated by 
politicians, media and the Royal 
Family. By the same token, it ' 
undermines the clamour of those 
wishing to seize on the 
circumstances of the Princess's 
death and the nation’s sense of loss 
as the route to a privacy law. 

It is profoundfy patronising as 
well as wrongheaded of some in the 
Establishment to dismiss the public 
at large as a lumpen mass force-fed 
their media diet and incapable of 
making personal judgements. 
Indeed, the People’s Princess, who 
had her own love-hate relationship 
with the popular media, was loved 
as much for her human 
vulnerabilities and mood swings as 
she was for her inspirational efforts 
in aid of the sick and helpless and 
her unique glamour. 

Intractable problems attach 
themselves to drafting privacy laws 
capable of simultaneously 
protecting prominent or ordinary 
citizens and investigative 
journalism (whether by broadsheet, 
tabloid or television). There could 
no more 01-filting reaction to the 
tragedy of the People’s Princess 
than a flawed law that endangers 
the people’s right to know. 

It is worth remembering here 
that the awful events which killed 
the Princess also cost the life of 
Dodi Fayed, the companion who 
had latterly brought so much 
deserved happiness into her life 
and the son of the man who 
performed a high-profile role in 
exposing to the electorate the 
corruption and venality of certain 
politicians. Privacy laws would 
almost certainly have prevented 
that service. 

It may yet be that a new 
understanding will now evolve 
naturally between the media and its 
public. Only a suicidal editor or 
proprietor woul d lightly push 
beyond the commercial taste 
barrier a post-Diana public would 
accept. That would make for a far 
more fining memorial to the 
People's Pnncess than summoning 
up those ever-eager legislators. 
PAUL CONNEW 
London, NW1 

The writer h-os formerly executive 
editor of the ‘Sunday Minor ' and 
deputy editor of the ‘Daily AGrror’ 
and the ‘News of the World' 


Tribute to an icon 

Sir The BBC reported that gay 
men and lesbians were among the 
first to bring flowers to Kensington 
Palace. 

The extraordinary effect of 
Diana’s life on the lives of gay men . 
and lesbians has scarcely been 
registered by the press, nor has the 
profound sense of loss felt by this 
community. Her instinctive 
humanity, 'her leadership in 
recognising the suffering of Aids 
patients and her sense of style all 
greatly moved us. 

Equally important, she was a 
woman who suffered yet who 
persevered magnificently. This, 
despite abandonment and vicious 
criticism of her personality, 
activities and desires. In the 
firmament of gay icons, she will 
surely have one of the most 
honoured places. 

One hopes that the gay and 
lesbian community of Britain will 
find appropriate means to express 
its grief and bonour Diana's gifts to 
us. 

JOHN M FRITZ 
London WC2 
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What right do 
we have to tell 
Charles how to 
mourn, asks 
Rupert 
Cornwell, 
while (right) 
Paul Vallely 
abhors the 
arrogance that 
demands 
public grief 
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Too many feelings, not too few 


I t has come to this, in this increasingly edgy 
ordeal of a week whose climax tomorrow 
in West mins ter Abbey will not come a 
moment too soon. We, proclaiming our- 
selves grief-stricken at the death of a 
woman we knew only vicariously through the mass 
media, see fit to give advice to the man who had 
married her, fathered her two children, and for 
better or worse knew her better than anyone, on 
how to mourn her. 

Of the quite unimaginable pressures that now 
bear upon Prince Charles this may not be the 
greatest, but it is surely the least forgivable. Diana, 
tragically, is gone. The void and the sadness she 
has left behind is hu^e . Rut we at least may expi- 
ate our sadness with lmes in a book of condolence, 
with a bunch of Bowers, in a sense of bereavement 
shared. In this “liberated” Britain that resembles 
America more with every passing day, therapy lies 
in emotions openly bared. Let it aD hang out - 
and if you don’t there must be something wrong 
with you. 

That is how it is for Charles, before the giant 
distorting mirror of public opinion. He is blamed, 
somehow, for bringing about Diana's death, as if 
he alone were responsible for the end of a mar- 
riage that should never have been made. Forget 
the high speed chase of a limousine driven by a 
drunken chauffeur in the employment of her 
lover. Had she not been coldly cut loose by the 
Royal Family and farced into divorce, runs this 
overstretched chain of causality, the accident 
would never have happened. Ergo, it is Charles's 
fault. 

Then he is taken to task for suppressing his feel- 
ing, for showing a silence and reserve which some 


people ( hopelessly old-fashioned, we are told) still 
believe is the way in which grief should be 
clothed. He is criticised for agreeing to take his 
children to church on the Sunday morning. Why, 
it was asked, did he remain in the fastness of Bal- 
moral instead of returning to London, where the 
people are lamenting the loss of their Princess'? 

Let me declare myself. The closest I’ve come 
to royalty was when I was 12 or 13 years old at a 
Berkshire prep school near Cheam school which 
Charles attended, and which we used to play at 
football and rugby. When the game was at 
Cheam, we celebrity-obsessed schoolboys would 
seek out the royal locker in the changing room, 
try on the royal games shirt and use the royal hair- 
brush on the shelf. 

But our paths never crossed in person, on the 
games field or anywhere else. My subsequent feel- 
ings about the monarchy are surely those of very 
many people. For a Jong while I was an agnostic. 
The institution was distant, but basically harmless, 
above all an immutable part of the national land- 
scape. Then the scandals started, and at some 
point over the last two or three years, the exas- 
peration and embarrassment became too much. 
1 crossed the Rubicon to republicanism. Not a pas- 
sionate republicanism, but the belief that, on bal- 
ance, we'd be better off without them. But being 
a republican is one thing. Joining in the general 
obloquy against the Prince of Wales, at this most 
anguished moment of an anguished life, is quite 
another. Diana deserves our sympathy: so do her 
children. But so too, and unequivocally, does 
Charles. 

His predicament is unspeakable. As any 
divorced man, he must be haunted by a sense of 
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responsibility. As a father, be must bring up his 
two children alone. Tomorrow. quite possibly, only 
their presence at his side will prevent him from 
being booed. On top of that Is the very survival 
of the monarchy, the job for which his whole life 
has been a waiting period. In the field too, his per- 
formance in the next few days could be decisive. 
Yet Camil la Parker-Bowles, presumably his 
strongest source of physical and emotional sup- 
port, must be kept more firmly out of sight than 
ever. Marriage to her surely Is out of the ques- 
tion. And at this hyper-charged moment at least, 
as a result of his perceived ill-treatment of Diana, 
it is hard indeed to imagine him as King. 1 Both his 
public and private lives will play out, forever, in 
the shadow of the dead Princess, for ever young 
and beautiful. Imagine a circle of deadly sharp, 
inward-pointing daggers: in the centre is Charles. 

In Lhe media, be is depicted as cool dour, and 
utterly devoid of feeling for ordinary people. She 
was one of us: Charles imemedially belonged to 
Them. That image too is a travesty which merely 
underlines how upstaged and outmanoeuvred he 
was by Diana in the miserable battle that devel- 
oped as their marriage died Thie, he might come 
across like that, especially when juxtaposed with 
his wife, sparkling with empathy and humanity. 
In fact, Charles' problem is not a lack of feelings, 
but a surfeit of them. He is a man paralysed by 
his own sensitivities, and the indecision which 
springs from them. 

Cast your mind back. There was a period, 
before his every effort was utterly obscured by 
Diana, when Charles was advertised as the last 
best hope for renewing the House of Windsor. He 
was the family member who seemed in touch. He 
spoke out for the homeless and underprivileged, 
and worried about race relations. He was the one 
who spoke out loud about the issues of the day, 
including such thoroughly beneficial steps as the 
severing of the links between the monarchy and 
the Church of England. He could be witty and self- 
deprecating. Has he really changed so much 
since? The answer, everyone who knows him 
insists, is no. 

But these are strange times. The days before the 
funeral drag by almost interminably, while the 
linked wheels of media opinion ~and public emo- 
tion spin in the sand, throwing up unquestioning 
love and simmering resentment in equal measure. 
The apportionment is grossly unfair. We are not 
talking now of his fitness to be King. The future 
of the monarchy is an issue to be settled later. This 
is a moment of grief, and for no one more so than 
Charles. To teD him bow to express it is an outrage. 
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T he flowers are as extravagant 
as the grief. Not single stems, 
nor ordinary bunches but 
brimming bouquets which fill the 
arms of mourners who bring them. 
The gates of the royal palaces have 
become scenes not of mere sorrow 
bat of a woe which is wanton, 
opulent and intemperate. It is as if 
plain Protestant England has been 
transported in place and time to a 
sultry Mediterranean, Catholicism 
of shrines and superstition. Dop’t , 
cry for me, Ingjaterra. 

This is not to criticise. Merely to 
observe a change. Yet there is 
something in the new reckless 
discharge of emotion which is not 
so tolerant of ways that 
are not its own. 

Yesterday morning's 
tabloid press carried an 
unprecedented attack 
on the Queen for 
appearing “uncaring’’. 

She had remained 
sequestered with her 
family in its sadness. She 
had not addressed the 
nation. She had refused 
to break protocol by allowing the 
flag to fly at half-mast over Buck- 
ingham Palace - “The Final 
Insult,'' the Sun called iL ‘‘Let the 
flag fly at half-mast,’' demanded 
the Daily Mail. “Show Us You 
Care," shrieked the Express in 
letters two inches high. “Speak to 
us, ma’am, please speak", said the 
unctuous Mirror editorial. 

But it was not just the media. The 
public in BBC vox pops demanded 
that the Queen “come to the mkro- 

S hone”. All manner of public 
gures offered their two-penn'orth 
to the effect that, as one tyro 
Labour MP pompously put it, “a 
little bit of emotion would not be 


amiss” . Even the Prime Minister’s 
defence of the sovereign was two- 
edged in its inverted assertion that 
the Royal Family “share our grieF. 

The Queen was so hurt that she 
took the unusual step of announcing 
the fact in a statement Later it was 
announced that die would fly back 
to London early, speak to the nation 
tonight and allow the Union flag to 
fiy at half-mast from Buckingham 
JP&lace on the day of. the funeraL 

Tbere is something profoundly 
distasteful about the way she has 
been brow-beaten into all this. It is 
not die incontinence of the demotic 
outpourings I object to. Let the 
general public lament in whatever 



manner it wishes. But what makes 
people think they may presume to 
criticise those who deal with their 
distress in a way which is different? 

What we are seeing in these 
demands - whether couched in the 
bleak vulgate of the tabloids or the 
more elegant tropes of streetwise 
broadsheet writers - is a require- 
ment that bereavement, like every- 
thing else, should be reduced to 
info-tainment The Queen is not 
seen as a grandmother wbo is com- 
forting two boys who will miss their 
mother deeply and who must 
prepare themselves for the public 
ordeal of mourning their mother 
with the nation tomorrow. Rather, 


she is a mere extra in some media 
s pe c ta c u lar- She must conform to 
the demands of a world, of 
homogenised lowest-common- 
denominator populism. If the peo- 
ple fail to understand what a Royal 
Standard symbolises, and when it 
should be flown, that ignorance 
must be paraded and all must bow 
to its prejudice. Such is the, logic 
that leads to public hangings. 

The Rjoyal Familyfs silent ■suf- 
fering is alien to such a culture of 
noise. But there are times when 
silence is seemly and bereavement 
is one of those times. A family in 
mourning is comforted to receive 
letters of condolence; but it is not 
usually expected tq, reply 
to them until after the 
funeral. 

There may be legitimate 
complaints about the 
Royal Family’s failure to 
attune itself to the times. 
It may yet be that their pri- 
vate lives will come into 
public view to the point 
where the TV cameras 
intrude into much more - 
so that, as in the time of Louis XIV, 
the Monarch’s subjects might be in 
the bedroom to see him rise, or 
where, as in a bygone Britain, the 
Home Secretary was expected to be 
present at the birth of the heir to 
the throne, to ensure that no 
changeling was slipped from 
beneath the sheets. 

But that is thankfully not now the 
case. In the meantime, the Royal 
Family should be allowed to grieve 
in the manner it feels most fit, and 
from which it derives most solace. 
And the rest of us should not be so 
arrogant as to impose upon them 
our own new-found exorbitant 
demonstrativeness. 





Save good design like it’s going out of fashion 


S ometimes I agree with 
Alastair Cooke and 
sometimes I disagree - 
and sometimes I don’t know 
what the hell he is talking 
about even though 1 always 
enjoy listening to him if I can 
get my heartbeat slow 
enough, but the only time he 
ever made me get up off my 
backside and rush out and do 
something was when he said 
that he feared that people 
would one day stop making 
proper ribbons for old- 
fashioned manual typewriters 
- proper cotton ones, not 
funny plastic ones - so he 
had laid in a great stock of 
them. As l too, from tim e to 
time have pleasurable resort 
to my old portable typewriter 
(No batteries! Works 
through power cuts! Comes 
in two colours! Actually 
prints the hard copy as you 
watch!). I too rushed out and 
bought a dozen reels in 
advance, and I am now 
prepared for years ahead. 

Manual typewriters are 
supposedly rendered 
obsolete tty word processors 
and all those other things, 
but there arc certain things 
they always did better. It is a 
great mistake to think that 
progress brings all-round 
improvement For instance, I 


remember the time 10 years 
ago that I moved out of 
London and had to take the - 
video recorder back to the 
Notting Hill shop from which 
I had rented it for years. 

“By gum - bit of a 
museum piece here,” said 
the man, as he welcomed it 
back fondly (as well he 

considering how much 

“I did think now and then 
of trading it in for a better, 
more modem model" I lied. 

“You might have got a 
more modern one, but never 
a better one,” he said, looking 
at its controls. “This is way 
ahead of what they’re making 
now, for the public at least” 

“This one is better than the 
new ones?" 

“Oh, yes. The thing is that 
when they first started 
producing VCRs ihey 
thought people would use 
them for editing and maldng 
home films as well as 
recording and viewing TV, so 
they give them lots of 
facilities such as freeze- 
flaming, frame-by-frame 
viewing, very slow rewind and 
so on. Then they discovered 
that people didn’t want all 
this and didn't know how to 
handle it - they can-gill 
barely handle timers on their 



Miles 

Kington 

VCRs - so they dropped it all 
and made the machines much 
simpler. Yours is an early one. 
It’s pretty advanced still.” 

what he was saying was 
what palaeontologists 
sometimes tell us: that all 
species that have ever existed 
have died out sooner or 
later. But he was adding a 
footnote to their theory by 
saying that sometimes the 
wrong species dies out ... 

There are plenty of 
examples of the wrong thing 
catching on and the n|ht 
thing being sidelined. My 
brother-in-law became 
convinced early on that 
Betamax was better than 


VHS, as most people now 
think, and is still waiting for 
VHS to go away. I feel the 
same way about London A-Z 
maps, which are nowhere as 
nice or dear as Nicholson's 
Stneetfmders and their other 
products. My wife has a 
similar grouse about 
Raspbeny’Crunch. 

Raspberry Crunch is the only 
cereal she likes at all She 
says that the best make by 
far, the nicest and tastiest, is 
Cheshire's. Better than 
Jordan’s and Sainsbiuy’s own 
brand and all the others. 

And guess which is the 
hardest to -find in the shops? 
The one thai people won t 
stock? Correct. Sne has 
Cheshire’s Raspbeny Crunch 
stocked up the way 1 have 
typewriter ribbons. 

This train of thought came 
to me as I lay in the bath this 
morning. Why? Because our 
bath is another example of 
an endangered design. It has 
its taps, not at the end, but 
half-way along the side. 

I can’t remember now why 
my wife and I chose this 
model (made in Germany, l 
think) but we have never 
regretted it 

Fora start, you can 
actually reach the taps 
without pulling a muscle or 


trying to use the toes, and 
without having to pass 
through an intermediate pool 
of boiling or freezing water. 

You can sit at either end 
of the bath without having to 
lean back against taps. 

This means that two 
people can get in a bath 
together, if that’s your idea 
of fan, and neither will get ■ 
the rotten end. 

And if there's just one of 
you (which is the way 1 most 
often take a bath) you get a 
dazzling choice of ends. 
Sometimes when 1 want to 
do a bit of reading in the : 
bath, I sit at the end 
overlooked by the bathroom 
window so that the daylight 
falls on my book. At other 
times I sit down the other 
end because it’s wanner and 
also has a better view, out of 
the self-same window. 

Need I say more? This is a 
bath for life. Unless it wears 
out, of course, in which case 
I may find that, like 
Betamaxes and clever VCRs, 
it has been phased ouL 

Which is why at present I 
am formulating {Hans to lay in 
a store of baths with taps 
down one ride, in the same 
way as one does with 
typewriter ribbons and 
Cheshire’s Raspberry Crunch. 
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The Blair effect 
was there, but the 
sadness was real 


U nder the great flood of 
emotion and public 
unity which Diana’s 
death seems to have evoked, a 
small, cynical eddy begins to 
swirl: has New Labour done it 
again? Has the Blair effect 
turned the death of a princess 
into part of the great moderni- 
sation project? Could the 


have 


- °) 

Queen and her 
been made to look stiff 
Edwardian and even nnraring 
this week precisely through con- 
trast with the modernity of the 
Government? 

Rewind, if you will, to Sun- 
day morning. Look again at the 
words the Prime Mmisterused 
when he paid his tribute. What 
was the real message? 

“I feel like everyone else in 
this country today. I am utterly 
devastated. Our tho ughts and 
prayers are with Princess 
Diana's family, particularly her 
two sons. Our heart goes out to 
them.” (Note the officially 
wrong “Princess Diana”. Since 
she lost here HRH, people like 
the Prime Minister are sup- 
posed to say “Diana, Princess of 
Wales”, but Ibny sticks to the 

Our heart? <§ur prayers? If 
Margaret Thatcher had used 
language snch as this she 
would have been derided for 
believing she was the Queen. 

But when Tony Blair did it, the 
meaning of his words could 
not have been more different. 

What he was telling us was 
that he was one of us. We, the 
nation, not we, the establishment . 

No wonder so many of those interviewed out- 
side the royal palaces have spoken of how the 
Prime Minister’s words had moved them. Ever 
so subtly, he was shaping the mood of the occa- 
sion, even infiltrating himself gently into the 
min ds of the mourners. Thke a look at how his 
statement ended: “People everywhere, not just 
here in Britain, kept faith with Princess Diana 
... She was the Rsople’s Princess and that is how 
she will stay, how shewHl remain in onr hearts 
and our memories for ever.” 

The People's Princess. It may seem now that 
the phrase was perfectly judged to match the 
mood of thenation. Bat it did mare than that. 
It shaped it And whetherbyserendipity or by 
design, what it said was that Diana was “one of 
us”. Ergo, she was not one of “them"; not part 
of the distant, formal bocly into which die 
married. ’ . 

The impresaon was strengthened by the news 
- It just slipped out, of course -that the Palace 
had asked Labour officials for help with the 
funeral arrangements. The tiring was, they knew 
how to handle a major, modem funeral such 
as this because they had organised one for John 

Smith just three years aga And, it was stressed, 
the royal obsequies did not cover this 
eventuality. . . 

As the queues lengthened in The Mall and 
as the flowers piled up ever higher, the Prime 
Minister was. visible where the royals, were 
remote. There was business at Downing Street, 
though all done in an appropriately respectful 
fashion. A meeting with the Hades Union Cob- 



Fran 

Abrams 

The Prime 
Minister’s 
phrase ‘the 
People’s 
Princess’ 
more than 
matched the 
mood of the 
nation. It 
shaped it 


great bad been “sombre and 
business-like”, a spokesman 
arid. A conference on ed nration 
was to be ‘Tow-key*. Midweek, 
though, as the feefiugs of anger 
about die strictness of royal 
protocol built up (Why no half- 
mast flag over Buckingham 
Palace? Why no sign of any roy- 
als coining to London to pay 
their respects by Diana’s cof- 
fin?), Number 10 was forced to 
back-pedaL 

The last i mp res s ion anyone 
would want togive would be one 
of tension between the Gov- 
ernment and the Palace. So Mr 
Blair, who had phoned Prince 
Charles bn Sunday to offer his 
condolences, was back on the 
Imc a gain the other night giving 


call, his 


the media on the 
said the 
T not expect the Royal 
Family to “jump in and be extras 
in a media event". The press was 
being irnfah- ayirf unhelpful in 
criticising Prince Charles and 
other members of the Royal 
Family for not knowing how to 
respond to the public grie£ he 
suggested. Of course the Palace 
understood the deep public 
sense of grief, and they were 
responding to it- in the fimeral 
arrangements that were being 
made. 


though, Mr Blairs actions con- 
tinued to jar uncoirtfoifabfy with 
those oftberoyak. Just after the 
press had been briefed, the 
Prime Minister told waiting tele- 
vision cameras that the Royal fondly were “try- 
ing to copein a tremendously difficult situation” 
“They share our grief very much and we 
should respect that,” he said. Note: They share 
our grief. Then he did something really below 
the belt. He walked to the end of Downing 
Street and comforted mourners who had gath- 
ered there, in an eerie echo of the Diana-like 
behaviour that apparently so irked the royals, 
he touched some of them on the aim and 
allowed himself to.be dasped by the hands. 

So, has the Blair machme turned everr this 
sad event to its own purposes? If we bear a 
mounting chores ofcafls for the modernisation 
of the monarchy over the neat few months, 
should we sospect Downing Street of carefully . 
engineering the whole thing? 

No.Thefect is that for once-aiul savour the 
inament,for it isarare one -evedNew Labour 
could hot take total control. Yes, Mr Blair 
touched the right buttons. Yes, be exercised con- 
siderable stall in doing so. But this time, some- 
thing else was going on as welL The deep anger 
that has welled up during this week was not die 
simple creation of a few days’ media hype and 
Downing Street spin. The genie that has got out 
of this particular bottle has been awaitiogitsday 
for for longer than that 
It is true that Mr Blair and his advisers have 
understood the situation welL And that is why 
they will tread very gently on the issue of the 
monarchy as time goes on. Whatever direction 


The tabloids take 

their slice of the pie 




|he media giveth and 
_ is media taketh 
away, but what the 
• media wants the 
media shah have. By 
reflecting the will of the people 
this week, it has moved moun- 
tains! The Queen, the iciest 
peak of all, win talk to the 
nation because that is what the 
nation wants. How do we know 
that is what the nation wants? 
Because the has told ns 
so. Diana’s death, caused in 
some way by the very worst 
aspects of the media, bas 
already brought out some of its . 
very best 

ft has reflected the nation 
back to itself and we are 
changed by it, humbled by what 
we see of ourselves. By report- 
ing the views of “ordinary” 
people, the media has forced 
changes upon the arrange- 
ments made to mount Diana. It 
has proved more powerful, 
more mflnanrial than any other 
institution. The government, 
expert at negotiating and spin- 
ning stories, has waked with 
the media. The royals, with 
their archaic flunkies reading 
out statements, haven’t - and 
look where it has got them. 

I do not want to glorify the 
whole circus of which, obvi- 
ously, I am a part, for we have 
all been walking a fine line this 
week. We have all wanted to 
have our cake and eat it, if that 
is not too bulimic an expression. 
A series of largely questionable 
oppositions has emerged, 
enabling one section of the 
media to slag off another part 
of it and exonerate itself in the 
Thus broadsheets are 
lerent from tabloids. 
Scummy foreign paparazzi are 
different for our good old boys 
who simpfy do their job. 
Tblevision is different room 
newspapers, and soon. 

The one opposition that we 
are all in tadt agreement 
about is the most startling: 
that of the people versus the 
Palace. The masses gathered 
lathe streets axe, then, part of 
some quiet revolution. The 
historic symbolism of masses 
ofpeople silently gathering on 
the streets is not lost on us. It 


by Suzanne Moore 


process. 

different 


radical change as that we have 
already changed radically. It is 
just that no one has really 
grasped bow much. 

And who would not want to 
claim this mood, to read the 
Zeitgeist as part of some for 
larger, more easily defined 
project? Yet, now that Diana is 
dead, it is still no easier to sign 


happened to Diana masks the 
continuing desire to still see 
more and more of her. Wc 
continue to consume her image 
as voraciously as we ever did 
We are all voyeurs, all impli- 
cated in this. Do we want to see 
the Royal Family break down 
and weep, its supporters ask? 
Yes we do. Is the only emotion 


of a man who lived long before 
the age of mass media. WelL we 
grieved for the children of 
Dunblane and we cried for 
Jamie Bulger and the victims of 
Hillsborough and as loag ago as 
the King's Cross fire we started 
taking out little bunches of 
wilted flowers to the rite of 
these terrible tragedies. 


Papers that routinely defiled Diana when 
she was alive now revile the royals for 
defiling her memory: amnesia is lucrative 


rlin WblL We feel, now, 
that something hast© give, but 
the monarchy looks incapable 
of giving. The Queen's broad- 
cast will be seen by many of us 
as too little, too late. It has 
been dragged out of her rather 
than spontaneously given. 

■' No one knows quite what to 
make of this public feeling, for 
this is cultural rather than polit- 
ical revolution. It is about Bring 
rather than doing. It is saying 
not so much that we want a 


her up to republicanism than 
when she was alive. She wanted 
desperately for her son to be 
king. The tabloids, in particu- 
lar, want a slice of this pie. They 
who routinely defiled her when 
she was alive now revile the 
royals for defiling her memory. 
Amnesia, it appears, is lucra- 
tive. Those who commissioned, 
bought and published pictures 
of her 1 pregnant in a bikini, 
working out at the gym, crying 
in the street, are now ever so 
concerned that enough respect 
should be shown. They are now 
preparing their special supple- 
ments .of. more acceptable 
pictures. Collective denial, 
collective guilt about what 


that is meaningful one that is 
dearly visible to the outride 
world? Yes, I'm afraid at the 
moment, that is the way we feeL 
We want to turn outwards 
rather than inwards, to express 
something collectively as well as 
individually. 

This may be seen by some as 
a kind of hysteria, a clinical 
condition • to which many 
vulnerable folk, have suc- 
cumbed Hysteria, of course, is 
a deeply patronising word for 
it both feminises and infan- 
tBises the depth of feeling of the 
public. How can people grieve 
so for someone they have not 
met, ask psychologists, who 
base their theories on the work 


Pul simply, Diana was not 
only perceived as a force for 
tremendous good but as the 
biggest celebrity of alL This 
combination in a secular age is 
the most powerful imaginable. 
Die total visibility that the 
media gave her made a more 
significant presence in some 
people’s lives than people they 
actually knew, just as some 
people feel that an appearance 
on television is the most real 
and legitimating moment of 
their lives. 

This, some suggest, is mis- 
guided They would like all this 
emotion poured into a more 
politically correct cause or a 
property religious one. They 


would perhaps have preferred 
a more politically correct 
princess, but that is to miss the 
point. Diana cut across all that. 
In giving herself permission to 
be vulnerable, contradictory, 
idealistic, she has given us that 
same permission. She used the 
media to show that to us, and 
we are now using the media to 
show it to each other. 

There may be a point at 
which we say we do not want to 
see any more, that we have had 
enough, that there is nothing 
left to see of her or her mourn- 
ers. But that, at the moment, is 
unimaginable. We continue to 
find what has happened to her 
all-consuming. Die nation will 
stop on Saturday and the 
media, full of both its good guys 
and bad guys, will give the 
people what they most desire - 
inclusion in this mass spectacle. 

It has always been impossible 
to speak of Diana without talk- 
ing of her relationship with the 
media, and it still is. Her image 
is being constructed in death as 
it was to life, but the force that 
is driving it is the will of the 
people, the punters, the con- 
sumers. The media is one step 
behind trying to satisfy a 
demaud that even in its wildest 
dreams it underestimated. The 
gulf between image and reality 
is fading fast, for the nation is 
re-making itself in her image in 
order that we might see our- 
selves as we really are. 


We are not 



T didn’t know her - 1 can’t mourn for someone I did not know 5 


A t about 730 last' Sunday morning a 
friend rang to tell me about the car 
crash. He really thought I would . 
want to know, that I would be moved, 
touched, fascinated, involved - as he was; 
but quite honestly I would rather have been 
asleep. I was irritated that he had thought 
otherwise. ■ .. 

Throughout the week my irritation has 

grown, but now it s directed ar ayseli 1 can - 

see, appreciate, accept that there is a huge 
wave of genuine emotion; a sense of per- 
sonal loss and grief that I have no doubt is 
sincere. I am simply not part of this, and I 
wonder why not. 

fm not unique. There are a few ot us; 
we chat on the phone, bemused, more 
engaged with our failure to engage than 
withtbe event itself. I have identified var- 
ious different sorts of detachment 
There are those who did not like her; 

those who took “Charles’s side : those who 
doubted the sincerity of her chantabte activ- 
ities, or thought she was a neurotic bimbo. 
There are the sturdy royalists who feel she 
endangered the unique standing of the 
pnysi family and brought the monarchy 
into disrepute. These people appear to 

resent the fuss that is being made. 

There are also those who are anti- 
monaichists, who have believed that roy- 
alty wag running out of steam and that 
within our lifetimes the whole system 
would collapse and we would become a 
proper modern nation: this inqpl 
spent the week disgruntled. I suspect this 
b because their hopes have been dashed. 
Whatever else is going on m ^ 
collective unconscious, it is not a desire to 
get rid of the glamour, the magic, the sanc- 

■tfiSSfc- mysetf 

camps: I am neither resentful nor furious, 

I am bored and baffled. Oddl y enou gh I 
could belong in either. I am a cotmmneo 
socialist, an anti-monarchist, convmceo 

that the class privilege which 

***** u, Britatt to most 


not inconri derable salary and the least she 
could have done was stick with the terms 
of the contract. 

Furthermore, as a Christian, I am 
alarme d by the strong elements of cult 
which are evolving very fast -paralleling the 
fife and death of Princess Grace of Monaco, 
thoiigh on an incomparably larger scale. I 
su^iect we won’t haveto wait Long fc»- amir- 



children who lose their mother so. Aileari 
they know their father and the family who 
will continue to support them. 

I didn't know her. I can’t mourn for 
someone I did not know. Though even that 
is a simplification - 1 am perfectly able to 
be both shocked and grieved at the deaths 
of people I (fid not know, but that is usu- 
ally when some sense of justice is touched: 
the victims of war, or famine, or political 
skm.T think that is a different sort 


Sara 

Maitland 


acle- 


tioned a picture of Diana comforting Elton 
John with a reference; to her “healing 
han ds". 

On the other hand, I think she was 
remarkably beautiful; I acknowledge how 
much she did for the charitable causes she 


OVIUinwm & Utt'V man* 

met her and believe, them when they say 
that had an extraordinary charisma — 
a combination of glamour and warmth that 
was irresistible. (I’m less convinced by 
. those who tellme howrateffigetit and witty 
die was, but that giggle was ve ty charimog. ) 
But none of tins adds up [to an emotional 

• ~ ■ ' wtfMw /W HBMtfllA T SKI if 


sorrow. 

What is clear is that an extraordinary 
number of pebple feel that they did know 
her; their grief is real, tangible and deeply 
personal. They knew her and they loved 
her. Or they knew her and they disliked her. 
I am asking myself if this is a realism and 
honesty in me, or some foilure of my hard- 
hearted souL Perhaps I am jealous, and 
what I realfy want are designer dresses and 
an international fen dub (after alL when I 
was 11 1 wanted to many Prince Charles 
myself). Perhaps I have so over-refined my 
sensib ilities that I hold myself too superior 
for such mass emotion and devotion. 

I wonder, however, if some of my dis- 
tance from thk is because I am completely 
free of guilt. I was not interested in "her 
when she was alive. I was irked to have to 
break up a dinner party because all the 
guests wanted to watch her, to my mind, 
trivial interview on Panorama. I never 
bought a single paper in order to see pic- 
tures of her. I didn't read the Morton biog- 
raphy. The bitter fact is that the media gave 
hertous, and the media, we have derided, 
killed her. Her brother said, and the nation 
applauded, that anyone who bought a pic- 
ture of her bad her blood on his hands. 
■WUI, my hands are dean, so I do not have 
any thing frt expiate: One of the social func- 
tions of all mourning is the alleviation of 
gufltf . . L 

Quite honestly, l am not. entirely con- 
vinced by this as ah explanation of iny 
absence of involvement. I suspect that how 
we fedabont her death is probably a blown- 


and* if* is sustained ly the monarcl^; 
Equally, in as much as 1 have' bothered to 
tSKout it at all, I think the Fnnce of 
Wales got a pretty rough deal from mo 
.media; and that Diana took on a job at a. 


mrolvement; positive or negative. I am, if 
pushed, saddened that she should have 

died* but no more.® than I would be to . . . 

hearofthe death ofanyothcrmkidIe4gw - upsmpMiot of bow we felt about herafiye. 
mother who left tf&- teenage chfldreai a I waai*t involved in her life and so Pm not 
fleeting though realregret for anyone who 
wasldued roviotegfe a passing concern 
fof, the beys, tboogSIdo not have to warty 
abbot them as nm^s I should about other 


mvolyed now. Some people were involved, 

fosL I ju^waht to h^^sMn^ung inter- 
esting phTV. 


As advertised 
in your school 

A dverts are appearing oh lager. Look at our teenagers, 
exercise books and flaunting the name-tags or 
textbooks in schools and logos of those who sell them 
now this is being seriously togs at sky-high “designer" 
discussed: What sort of adver- prices. Look at our A, B and C 

citizens, paying for the privilege 
of being walking poster sites - 
wearing T-shirts proclaiming 
their loyalty to New York or 
Bangkok or some pissy beer. 
And now - billboards in 
schools? Schools are supposed 
to be places in which the truth 
is explored and revealed. I feel 
like Diogenes snarling from 
my barrel at a brilliant parade 
of driveL 

How witty, how stylish the 
TV commercials 
^ are! Of course - 

they’re made by 
fine actors, writ- 


tismg posters should be allowed 
into school grounds? A radio 
commentator suggests there 
should be three kinds of adver- 
tising: the welcome (health 
warnings, etc), the acceptable 
(records, health foods) and the 
barred (alcohol, tobacco and 
so forth). 

Now, I'm in favour of infor- 
mation. Times and places of 
plays and movies, lists of new 
products, books and records. 
Information - 
jllSt give me 
the facts. But 
advertising is 
mwanfaiTna Onn 
in the service 


ers, composers 
and directors - 


I feel like 
Diogenes _ 

of profit Ad- snarling from my the best creative 

vertising is Karrol af a talents money 

uarrei ai a aa buy 0f 
parade of dnvel course - their 

budgets are 100 

times bigger per 
minute than any 


brainwashing 
for commer- 
daigain. 

These days 
even advertis- 


ing is being advertised. It's 
promoted as the new “art 
form”. There are Media pages 
in the broadsheets which seri- 


□on-commerrial programme, 
or any movie of integrity. Why 
not have adverts in churches, 
chapels and cathedrnls? 
After all, a stained-glass 
window is a poster for a saint, 
a spire is an advertisement 
for God and a crucifix is 
Christ’s personal logo. 

No. Td be happiest if all 
advertisements could be 
confined to the lavatories of 
banks and palaces. Until that 


ously discuss the comparative 
merits of a heap of trash about 
jeans and a pads of lies about 
soap. I remember some dewy- 
eyed art students in Edin- 
burgh telling me that they 
were going into advertising 
because it is “an Art”. I 
pointed out that art is the 
pursuit of truth- Advertising is day, I suggest a new improved 
the pursuit of money. They advertising tax. A sum 
smfled. They thought it was representing 100 per cent of 
quite a good slogan. the budget of every commer- 

But the whole world is being rial, poster or press advertise- 
invaded by advertising - and ment should be paid into a fund 
most people seem to be happy . to eradicate poverty, all around 
collaborators. Look at our ' the world, 
soccer players, wearing stupid 1 . 

adverts for electrical goods and Adrian iViltcnell 



“YOUR r 
FAVOURITE 
CHARITIES * 
COULD BE i 1 
MISSING I ^ 
OUT” r 


all your charities can get extra 

There's extra money available for all the causes you 
support But you are the key. You and the CharityCard. 

Here's how. First you decide how 
much you want to give to charity. 
You pay that money into your 
own CharityCard account Then 
the tax man adds more to it. 

This means you have what you've 
already in put in, plus an extra 23% to give away! Now, 
that's what I call a good idea! . 

YOUR PERSONAL CHOICE OF CHARITIES 

You can use the CharityCard for making personal donations 
over the phone or by post You'll receive a special Charity 
'Chequebook' as well. And you can also arrange standing 
ciders for regular gifts. 

Who you give to, how much you give and when you do it are 
all entirely up to you. You can make donations to absolutely 
any charity you choose, big or smalL 

DON’T MISS OUT 

Make sure your charities don't miss out To find out more 
call free now or use the coupon provided. 



Cm- 


Clve Andervan 

The CJurtlyOrd emnev imm ibc OuMli 1 * AM RmreJatfao rtseH ■ chanty, 
«l*bfah«i in 19 X RegBOHRi riurUy na 2SKVA Web*!*' hMp//wwwxh»rityankj«^ 
PUror HEH The Pm»* ndip, Puke oS fctinbairti NG KT- 


“FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0800 99 33 11, DO IT TODAY!” 


Please semi me more Information about the CharftyCard z 

Mr/Mrs/Ms..... Initials 

Surname 

Address • 


Postcode., 


-Tel No., 


pimm rend this c o mp leted coupon tos 
CharityCard. po Box 3.025. 
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525000 


Record R-reg 


Imports take lion’s share of August car market jis UK manufacturers falter 


sales ‘not a sign 


of overheating’ 


Chris Godsmark, 
Diane Coyle 
and Itigel Cope 


Business leaders yesterday 
urged the Bank of England not 
to raise interest rates further de- 
spite figures showing that car 
sales broke all records last 
month as building society wind- 
falls helped send demand for R- 
registration models well past the 
half a million mark. 

Car sales during this year's 
August frenzy reached a new 
high of 525,539, well ahead of 
even the most optimistic in- 
dustry predictions and com- 
fortably above the previous 
peak for the month set in 1989. 
Imports took nearly 70 per 
cent of the market, fuelled by 
the strong pound. 

But Ian McAllister, chairman 
of Ford, the market leader, in- 
sisted the figures did not reflect 
an overheating economy or an 
unsustainable consumer boom. 
“My gut feeling is that the 
economy is not as strong as 
these figures suggest, certainly 
not at the same peak as it was 
in 1989. 1 hope the Bank of Eng- 
land does not look at these num- 
bers and interpret them as a sign 
of significant overheating be- 
cause it isn't." 

He added that special factors 
such as the unprecedented level 
of marketing activity by manu- 
facturers and high levels of 
pre-registrations to bring sales 
forward from September had 



McAllister: Special factors 
driving record August market 


been behind the record figure. 

te Con- 


Support came from the i 
federation of British Industry’s 
latest distributive trades survey 


showing that the pace of sales 
growth on the high street 
slowed “markedly" in August 
Sales volumes fell well short of 
retailers' expectations after a 
buoyant June and July. 

Dixons, the electrical retailer, 
also offered further evidence 
that the high street mini-boom 
was cooling. Same store sales in 
the 17 weeks of its financial year 
were 11 per cent ahead of the 
same period last year. That 
compares with a 17 per cent 
surge in sales which the com- 
pany reported in July. 

The CBrs findings support 
other evidence this week in 
suggesting that the interest rate 
increases announced by the 
Bank of England since May 
might be succeeding in taking 


the froth off consumer spend- 
ing. It is expected to leave rates 
unchanged after next week’s 
Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting. 

The car sales figures yester- 
day from the Sodeiy of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT) showed registrations 
rose 9.6 per cent in August, from 
479,945 in the same month last 
year, easily beating the previous 
August record of 500,1 12 sales 
in 1989, the only previous time 
when registrations exceeded 
the half a million mark. 
However, the SMMT stuck by 
its forecast of 2.1 million sales 
for the whole of 1997, up from 
2.03 million last year but well 
below the record of 23 milli on 
in 1989. 

“There was dearly pent up 
demand from earlier in the 
year last month. Some cus- 
tomers waited to buy an R-reg 
car with their windfalls," said an 
SMMT spokesman. 

David Archibald, operations 
director of Nissan, said the 
market had gone “a little crazy". 
He continued: “No one pre- 
dicted sales on this scale and we 
do see this as a blip." 

Despite the demand from pri- 
vate buyers, the biggest rise in 
sales came from the fleet mar- 
ket, where registrations rose 
10.6 per cent to 196,955. Strong 
sales for makes such as Renault 
and BMW contributed to a big 
increase in imports, which ac- 
counted for 68.1 per cent of the 
market last month, up from 623 
per cent in August 4996. 

Jay Nagley, an induSiy expert 
from consultants Quadrangle, 



1: Fort Fiesta, 30,636. 
Price: £10,085 (1X1:25) 


2: Ford Escort, 24.081. 
Price: £13,550 (LX 1.6) 


3: Ford Koodoo, 23.794. 
Price: £13,995 (Verona) . 


4 : vauxnait u. — ■ -- 

Price:. £15,050 (LS 1.8) Price: £9.110 (LSI. 2) 


Winners 


Renault 

• Mercedejflenz 
BMW r 
Peog^Talbot 

Losers : 

Rmf 

Jaguar 



Total market 
^imports- 
UK-built 


V R-reg winners and losers..... 
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said: “Loyalty to traditional 
British manufacturers is con- 
tinuing to erode- The biggest 
improvements came from pre- 
mium brands like BMW, Mer- 
cedes and Volvo." 

' Though Ford was again re- 
sponsible for the top three best 
selling models , thcgroup’s mar- 
ket share dropped to 17.6 per 
cent, down from 18.7 per cent 
in August 1996 and 2L7 percent 

Rover's slice of the market 
also slipped back further, from 
10,2 per cent to 9.7 per cent. 
The figure include a record 
breaking performance at Land 
Rover, winch sold 7,700 off-road 
vebides. 


Another loser was" Volks- 
wagen. which has suffered from 
shortages of the new Passat and 
has been caught out by un- 
precedented demand for the 
long-running Golf, which is due 
for replacement in the new 
year. 

. Manufacturers and dealers 
yesterday showed their in- 
creasing frustration with the 
Government, which has still 
not derided agree to the in-: 
thistly’s plan for a twice-yeariy 
number change in March and 
September. 

Alan P iilham from the Retail 
Motor Indusfry Federation said 
“This is sitting on ministers' 
desks and we can’t understand 


why. It’s not political and now 
the mannfartiiTyrt: and dealers 
have united on a solution.” 

August has taken a steadily 
larger share of the market in re- 
cent year. Last month will ac- 
count for around 25 percent of 
regstratioosih 1997, whereas in 
the record sales year of 1989 it 
made up just 22 per cent 

AlastairEperon, chairman of 
the CBrs distributive trades 
committee, said it was still not 
dear how much money from the 
free share windfalls would even- 
tually reach the high street, 
and he believed there would be 
be more to come. 

But the survey showed there 
was no need to tighten inter- 


est rate polity for now, he 
said. “Growth in underlying 
sales remains relatively sta- 
ble." he said. 

The survey showed a balance 
of 22 per cent of retailers re- 
porting increased sales last 
month, compared with 32 per 
cent who had expected a pick- 
up. The detail suggested that 
areas such as household goods 
and furniture, where spending 
inighr be: windfall-related, had 
slewed down sharply. 

One worrying aspect was 
that the proportion of deliver- 
ies retailers look from overseas 
suppliers was the highest since 
May 1990. 

But economists cautioned 


Directors’ share 
buying points to 
rising market 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Merrill Lynch yesterday forecast 
a 17 per cent rise in the London 
stock market over the next 12 
months. The investment bank's 
prediction came as it unveOed 
figures showing that directors 
who are buying shares in their 
own companies are outstripping 
sellers by the widest margin for 
five years. 

The broker said the high 
level of director buying was 
only one of several indicators 
pointing to a continuation of the 
bull market, despite a separate 
prediction that inflation would 
rise to 4 per cent in 1999 and in- 
terest rates reach 8 per cent by 
the end of next year. 

Speaking at a ’global strategy 
conference in London yesterday. 
Philip Wolslcncroft. UK equity 
strategist, said institutional 
investors' historically high cash 
positions and a slump in tile sup- 
ply of new shares on to the mar- 
ket painted a bullish picture for 
the slock market. 

He contrasted London with 
the US equity market, where 
shares arc more highly priced 
compared to bonds than for six 
years, directors are strong sell- 
ers of shares in their own com- 
panies and market sentiment is 
unduly bullish. 

During August UK directors 
buying shares in their own com- 
panies exceeded sellers hy a ratio 
of 3.6 to one. That was the high- 
est since 1992, when shares 


were at historically low levels 
thanks to the high interest rates 
prevailing in the run-up to the 
pound’s ejection from the ex- 
change rate mechanism. 

According to Merrill Lynch, 
the ratio of buyers to sellers ex- 
ceeds 25 relatively rarely. Since 
1986, it has happened only 17 
times but on 16 of those occa- 
sions shares have subsequently 
outperformed cash over the fol- 
lowing 12 months. The average 
out performance was 15 percent. 

One of the reasons for the 
strong buying has been the rel- 
ative untfcrperformance of large 
sections of the stock market, 
which has been driven by a 
very narrow’ cross-section of 
companies. Stripping out the 
banks, pharmaceuticals and oil 
companies, which have risen in 
value by almost 60 per cent since 
the b eginn ing of 1996. the rest 
of the FTSE l(K) has risen by less 
than 20 per cent. The FTSE 250 
index of second -liners has fared 
even less welL 

Merrill Lynch is maintaining 
a bullish stance despite the ex- 
pectation of ftml Turnbull, its UK 
economist, that inflation will 
continue to rise over the next two 
years, driven by a rapid tighten- 
ing in the labour market and ac- 
celerating earnings. 

Unemployment is expected to 
fall to 1-25 million by the end of 
199S. According to Mr Turnbull 
that will push growth in overage 
earnings from 4.25 per cent in 
June to 55 percent by the sec- 
ond half of next year. 



MPs seek veto on Brown’s appointments 


Kane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Eddie George: Will answer 
to the Treasury Committee 


MPs on the Treasury Select 
Committee could seek the 
power of veto over the Chan- 
cellor's appointments to the 
Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee- 

In a seminar held yesterday 
by the influential committee. 
US-style confirmation hearings 
for candidates for its top jobs 
emerged as the front-runner for 
increasing the accountability 
of the newly independent Bank 
to Parliament. 

Some of the prominent ex- 
perts present saw hearings on 
ihese appointments as a means 
of preventing a Chancellor of 


the Exchequer from making 
politically motivated choices. 

Tbe Treasury Committee, 
chaired by Giles Radice, hopes 
to report within two months 
how it will cany out its en- 
hanced role in scrutinising in- 
terest rate polity. 

In a letter to Mr Radice in 
July, Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, said he would like it to 
take on this responsibility. The 
Treasury Committee has since 
begun a big consultation process. 


At yesterday’s seminar- held 
under the “Chatham House” 


rule of not identifying partici- 
pants, but including senior 
politicians and bankers, acade- 
mics, economists from the City 
and industry, and journalists - 
there was much support for the 


idea that the Bank of England 

nveevidenct 


should be asked to give evidence 
on its broad analysis of the econ- 
omy and government policy as 
well as on its narrow task of 


In the week after May’s dee- 
ded ti 


hitting the inflation target. 


tion, Mr Brown handed the job 
of setting interest rates in order 
to meet the inflation target 
over to the Bank of England. 
But the Chancellor continues to 
set the target himself. 


is announcement of the 
Bank's independence, Mr 
Brown emphasised that its task 
involved supporting growth 
and jobs as far as this was con- 
sistent with keeping inflation on 
target. 


There was also strong back- 
ing at yesterday's meeting for 
the Treasury Committee con- 
tinuing to monitor the Gov- 
ernment's choice of inflation 
target as well as other aspects 
of its economic policy such as 
the BudgeL 

The committee is considering 
questions such as how often it 
should hold sessions grilling 
the Bank, what information it 
should ask for, whether it 
should question the Governor, 
Eddie George, only or all the 
members of the Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee, and whether it 
should publish its own regular 
reports on the inflation outlook. 

However, the idea of MPs 
playing a role in Bank ap- 


Signet reports first 
profit for seven years 


Signet, the H Samuel and 
Ernest Jones jewellery group, 
reported its first interim profit 
for seven years yesterday, 
buoyed by a strong per- 
formance in the US, writes 
Nigel Cope. 

In America, Signet is the 
second- largest jewellery group 
after Zaies and profits there 
rose 16 per cent, boosted by a 
better product range and lower 
bad debt charges. 

In the UK. performance was 
steady with profits flat but like- 
for-tike sales up 33 per cent. 
James McAdam, chairman, said 
consumer confidence was 
strong in Britain but Signet 
bad not seen a wave of spend- 
ing prompted by the building 
society windfalls. 

“I think that money is being 


spent on other things such as 
holidays and cars," he said. 

Signet reported a pre-tax 
profit of £1.9m for the six 
months to 2 August- This com- 
pares with a £6m loss last time. 
The company said the group 
was heavily reliant on the 
Christmas trading period but 
said progress in the first half had 
been encouraging. 

Signet is continuing its 
modernisation of the H Samuel 
chain. So far 51 of the shops 
have been updated and a 
further 119 will be refurbished 
before the Christmas season. 

Like-for-like sales in the 
modernised stores increased 
by 6.9 per cent in the period 
compared with an increase of 
just 0.8 per cent in the older 
outlets. 


WH Smith looks to US 
for a new chief executive 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Institutional investors in WH 
South expressed renewed con- 
cern about the company yes- 
terday as it emerged that the 
beleaguered retailer had ruled 
oat all the external candidates 
for the chief executive post and 
decided to widen the search. 

Shareholders are worried 
that the decision to look Amber 
afield for potential candidates, 
indoding in Europe and North 
America, will cause severe de- 
lays to the appointment and exr 
acerbate the feeling of drift 
within the business. “It looks as 
if they can’t food anyone to take 
the jab,” one shareholder said. 

Another said: *Tt does seem 
to be turning executive search 


into a spectator sport. It is 
pretty unimpressive and doesn’t 
reflect well on any of them.” 

WH Smith admitted that 
Stuart Rose, the former Barton 
director, was no longer in the 
running. However, the group 
dismissed reports that WH 
Smith’s chairman, Jeremy 
Hardie, had been keen to ap- 
point Mr Rose but had been 
overruled by the non-executive 
directors, who include Pear- 
son’s chief executive, Marjorie 
Scardino, and Barclays Bank’s 
chief executive, Martin Taylor: 

The three internal candi- 
dates, Alan Giles, John Han- 
cock and Rkhard Handover; are 
all still interested in the job 
though it is understood they are 
disheartened by the group’s 
decision to look farther afield. 


Miners’ unions to 
meet Battle in effort 
to save Asfordby pit 
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Chris Godsmark 
Business Correspondent 


Unions representing more than 
M0 employees at the threatened 
Asfordby “superpit” are to meet 
next week with John Battle, the 
industry minister, in a bid to halt 
its closure. 

The delegation, led by the 
Union of Democratic Mine- 
workers (UDM), wfll suggest 
several schemes to save the 
pit, owned by RJB Mining, 
which was shut down last month 
after just two years of produc- 
tion. The meeting was due to 
take place earlier this week 


but was postponed until next 
followinc ti 


Ihesday following the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wiles. 

UDM will urge ministers to 
take over the pit using the Coal 
Authority, the licensing body left 
after the privatisation of British 
Coal. One proposal was to 
mothball the site, which cost tax- 
payers £520m to develop, as a 
future energy resource. 

UDM's preferred option 
would be to implement an 
abandoned RJB plan to build 
17 new small coal faces. The 
company blamed “severe” ge- 
ological problems with a 240- 
metre -long face for the closure 
decision, though it admitted 
two 60-metre faces were mak- 
ing a small profit. 

UDM would then seek fund- 
ing in 18 months' time to build 
a j^OO-tnetre roadway under 
the Vale of Bel voir, bypassing 
the geological difficulties, at a 
cost of up to £l50m. 


Nefl Greatrex, lhe union's 
president, said: “RJB may say 
they don't need the coal now, 
but in 20 years' time the sirua- 
tion will be different. Time is 
running out and that's why it’s 
important to get help from the 
Government* 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry confirmed the 
meeting, though Mr Battle has 
already indicated the pit's future 
is the responsibility of RJB. 
“The unions have asked to see 
him and he's agreed to their 
request." said a DU spokesman. 

Yesterday RJB began inter- 
viewing 300 of Asforaby's min- 
ers for alternative jots at three 
of its pits, Daw Mill in War- 
wickshire, and Harworrh and 
Mahby near Doncaster. At least 
half of the 520 staff now look 
set 10 leave the company. 

“How many of the 300 that 
expressed an interest in moving 
to other pits make a formal ap- 
plication will become dear in 
the next few weeks." an RJB 
spokesman said. 

Mr Greatrex said workers at 
Asfordby had never considered 
a direct buyout of Lhe mine, 
though they were examining 
possible joint ventures. Hie pit 
will be maintained by RJB un- 
til late October, after which the 
two deep shafts will be filled in 
and the huge concrete winding 
towers demolished. 

The DTI has approved three 
gas-fbred power station prt>- 
jeets since the election, despite 
RJB’s calls for a moratorium on 
gas generation. 
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that the CBI survey can be 
erratic from month to month. 
“It is too early to interpret this 
fail-back in spending as spelling 
the end of the current consumer 
upswing." said Richard Bey at 
ABN-Amro. 

Indeed, the retailers sur- 
veyed said business was still 
above-normal for the time of 
year. They expect a rebound this 
month. 

At Dixon's annual meeting the 
chairman Sir Stanley Kalins td&I 
shareholders that the rate of in- 
crease in sales had moderated 
from the exceptionally high lev- 
els in the first nine weeks of the 
current financial year. . 

Comment, page 21 


psion I 

in ne" 

profi' 




\nr J 


pomtmenis emerged as the 
most prominent proposal. Ex- 
perts advised that the US sys- 
tem of Congressional approval 
for appointments to the Federal 
Reserve Board did not lead to 
the frequent use of Congress's 
veto power but did ensure that 
the names of unsuitable candi- 
dates were not pul forward. 

The Bank is unlikely to have 
any serious objections to this 
idea. However, the Treasury 
Committee will need to act 
swiftly if it wants to get these 
powers included in the Bank of 
England BH With the tight Par- 
liamentary timetable it mil have 
at most a fow weeks to influence 
the drafting. 

Comment, page 21 
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The economy must take its medicine regularly 


'Although things are 
looking hunky-dory 
right now,, by this 
time next year we 
could be seeing a 
yawning trade deficit, 
declining growth, a 
falling pound and 
rising inflation' ' 


X about the atmosphere of central London, 
with its shortage of taxis and restaurant seats, 
and plethora of cranes and scaffolding. Bat 
there are also a few straws in the wind sug- 
gesting that the booming economy is already 
coming to heeL It is far too early 10 spot a 
trend with only a survey or two to rely on, tint 
economists are hoping that the purchasing 
m ana g ers 7 reports earlier this week and yes- 
terday’s CB1 sales survey mean the economy 
is gliding gently towards sustainable growth. 

If this turns out to be the case, it wiH be 
an early and striking justification of the 
Chancellor's decision to give the Banir of 
E n gland its independence. It will also vin- 
dicate the Bank’s decision to increase inter- 
est rates for four months on the trot, despite 
an intense lobbying effort against it ' 


of the 

SO iar, the Bank!s handling of interest 
rates seems to have been remarkably clever. 
It has also managed to take the steam out 
of the pound’s ascent try issuing a statement 
which brought expectations about future 
interest rate rises back down to earth. 

But even if growth does now slow down, 
despite the book from w indfall spending, the 
pound and its likely effects on exports will 
remain one of the big worries for the econ- 
omy. New figures on car and high street sales 
show unambiguously that imports are ctimb- 
ing at an alarming rate. Recent industry sur- 
veys have also suggested a dive in export 
orders. 


So even if the Bank has applied the right 
medicine, the economy will still have to go 
through one of the symptoms of overhear- 
ing in the form of a wider trade deficit 

Nor is it certain that inflation will stay on 
target without further interest rate increases, 
even if the economy is already slowing. Infla- 
tion lags growth by two years or more, and 
all forecasts show it is on a rising trend. 
There is a good case for arguing that it might 
climb above the 3.5 per cent upper limit on 
the Government's target without another 
dose of Bank medieme. 

So although the economy is looking 
hunky -doiy right now, by this tune next year 
we could be seeing a yawning trade deficit, 
dedining growth, a falling pound and rising 
inflation. Sensible policies since 1 May 
mean these win not be as bad as they might, 
but there is no guarantee that because die 
boom is short it means no hangover. 

How independent is 
the Bank of England? 

Tt was always an obvious criticism of Gor- 
-Ldon Brown’s “made in Britain" approach 
to an independently determined monetary 
policy that cronyism alone would in practice 
continue to give him a big say over interest 
rate decisions. Of the Bank exf England’s nine- 
member monetary poticy commitlee, four are 
appointed directly by the Chancellor from out- 
side the Bank, Of the Bank’s five appoint- 
ments, three are in effect Brown nominees 


since the Bank’s Governor and two deputy 
Governors, all of whom automatically sit on 
die committee; are all chosen by the Gov- 
ernment. It might be aigued that even the 
re main i ng two members of the committee are 
tainted, smee they are appointed by the Gov- 
ernor, who in turn is appoints by the 
Chancellor. Though Mr Brown would pre- 
sumably never attempt to influence any of 
these people directly on the day-to-day con- 
duct of policy, nor could he be expected to 
appoint anyone who was overtly on the oth- 
er side of the fence politically, or who didn't 
broadly share his economic and sexual views. 

In summary, bow independent is the 
newly independent Bank of England likely 
to be? Ib work successfully, any anti-infla- 
tion policy requires a large degree of con- 
sensus between central bank and the politi- 
cians who ultimately control it. Any central 
bank which over a prolonged period of time 
pursues a policy which the elected Govern- 
ment of the country doesn’t want must be 
doomed to oblivion. So these criticisms of 
Labour’s approach to Bank of England inde- 
pendence might seem nit-picking. 

Even so, perception is aD in the estab- 
lishment of a credible monetary policy and 
if there is any question of compromise or a 
political agenda in the way interest rates arc 
set, then the battle is lost. The suggestion, 
then, that all appointments should be “pos- 
itive vetted" by the cross-party Treasury 
Select Committee is a good one which the 
Government ought to welcome. The system 
already plainly works well in the US, where 


the mere threat that Congress might veto an 
appointment to the Federal Reserve pre- 
vents the Administration opting for obvi- 
ously biased candidates. 

Raking the life time of these appointments 
from three to six years also seems a reason- 
able thing, since this would establish conti- 
nuity and limit the Government’s ability to 
change committee members that don't suit 
its political purposes. It is to be hoped that 
bom these measures might be incorporated 
into the new Bank of England Bill, due to 
be published in about three weeks’ time. 

GEC package gives 
too much to too few 


enough proxies in bis back poet 
steamroller through the group's latest and 
remarkably generous executive remunera- 
tion scheme. The victory will be a Ftyrrhic one 
since a large minority of shareholders will 
have voted against the package while more 
still will hove abstained in silent protest. 

GEC cannot be faulted for wanting to find 
ways of rewarding its senior staff better after 
the parsimony of the We instock years. Nor 
can a scheme which aligns the interests of 
executives more closely with those of share- 
holders he a bad thing. If Lord S impso n is 
to turn his blueprint for/GEC into reality 
after a long period of false dawns and share 
price underperformance, then what bett e r 


way than to harness together the fortunes 
of the company and those who run it? GEC 
has increasingly discovered that when it 
comes to recruiting and retaining lop-flight 
executive material, then the blunt instr ument 
of the annual bonus is not always sufficient. 

So far so Grcenbury correct. Where the 
remuneration package’ being voted on today 
comes unstuck is in the sheer size of the for- 
tunes that a small group of executives stand 
to make and the modest performance tar- 
gets they will have to meet for the cash reg- 
isters to open. Admittedly, onlv 20 or so of 
the 200 executives to whom ihc package 
applies will be in line for “super options", 
but they stand to earn eight times their salary 
(not counting, of course, the annual per- 
formance payment topped up by a quarter 
in the form of bonus shares). Rewards on 
this scale are surely excessive in an estab- 
lished organisation like GEC. Amazingly, it 
only requires GEC to achieve m edian per- 
formance against its peers in the FTSE 100 
to trigger the exercise of the super options. 

The architect of this scheme is the un la- 
mented Lord Rees Mogg. who retires tomor- 
row as a non- executive and chairman of the 
remuneration committee. After today’s hub- 
bub has died down, the new intake of non- 
execs. including Reed Elsevier's Nigel Sta- 
pleton and Barunness Dunn, should take a 
fresh look at the remuneration package. They 
should start by telling Lord Simpson that 
when he derided to distribute GECs cash 
pile, the idea was not to shower quite so 
much in the direction of his top executives. 
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Psion puts faith 
in new model as 
profits slump 


Psion 
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Sameena Ahmad 

. A profit wanting from Prion, the 
3 hand-held computer maker, 
failed to leave a permanent dent 
in the company’s share price 
yesterday after David Potter, its 
chairman and founder, boasted 
that the new Series 5 model was 
“walking off the shelves”. 

Shares in the company had a 
volatile session bat ended the 
day higher despite Prion warn- 
ing that the continuing strength 
of the pound and the impact of 
the Series 5 launch on sales of 


months, opened 35p lower at 
292p, before rising to 338u5p and 
falling back to 337.5p, 10.5p 
higher on the day. 

Mr Potter denied that there 
had been serious production 
problems with the Series 5, 
though there had been small dif- 
ficulties with one supplier of 
ud the group 


plastic parts. He said 
would meet its 40,000-unft- 
target by the fourth quarter. 

The Series S, which incorpo- 
rates the group’s new 32-bit 
operating system and cost 
a!most£3Gm to develop, has the 


ert 


existing models would Tnean— power (rfudaigtrlap^top mid a- 
full-year profits jailing to reach touch screen operated by a 
last year’s £16ra leveL The stylus. It wiHprovide electron- 
share price, which has faHen 25 icmafl, access to the Internet 
per cent in the last three and the abiHty to incorporate 


mobile telephone technology. 

“We are well past the transi- 
tion stage," said Mr Potter. “I 
am delighted to say this prod- 
uct has gone through the sound 
barrier. Reviews and reception 
has been terrific. The problem 
is meeting demand. Demand is 
so high that there, is no stock 
left We never said at the time 
of launch that we had put le^ 
on the Series 5, but we must 
have - it is walking off die 
shelves.” ' 

Prion’s half-year results to 
Jtme were less impressive. Pre- 
- tax profits fell -38 .per cent to 
£4.1m on sales 20 per cent 
lower at £64m and gross profit 
margins a foil 5 points lower. 
Strong g r ow th in Continental 



Europe, where sales rose 55 per 
cent to £23m, was offset by a 
£3m hit to profits from' the 
stronger pound, a 54 per cent 
rise in research costs and extra 
staff and falling sales in the US. 

Retailers, particularly in the 
UK, had been destocking the 
Series 3 organiser in the first 
quarter in readiness for the 
launch in June of the Series 5, 
whidi also badly affected results. 
Sales in the UK rose just 8 per 


cent to £28m. Mr Potter said the 
UK destodemg was reversing as 
retailers recognised that the 
Series 5, priced well above the 
Series 3 at up to £500, was tar- 
geted at a different market 
He said a£100 cut in the price 
of the Series 3 model to £299 
would help that differentia- 
tion. Although sales in the sec- 
ond half would be stronger, the 
transition to the 32-bit tech- 
nology and the strong pound 


would mean profits for the year 
would fall short of last year’s 
levels. 

While Mr Potter was “para- 
noid" about competition and 
the US remained a difficult 
market he said there was no 
similar model to the Series 5 
and that Psion's operating sys- 
tem EPOG32 was superior to 
Windows CE, the Microsoft 
operating system for hand-held 
computers. 


Serna defends 
rail inquiry line 


Sameena Ahmad 


Scma, the Anglo-French com- 
puter services company which 
supplies all the UK's train 
timetable and train fare infor- 
mation. yesterday bit out at a re- 
port in the consumer magazine 
Which? claiming that rail pas- 
sengers telephoning the Na- 
tional Rail Inquiry Service were 
given inaccurate information on 
41 out of 70 occasions. 

Peter Cook, who runs BR 
Business Systems, the train 
planning company bought by 
Serna in January this year, de- 
fended the inquiry service, 
which uses information sup- 
plied by Serna and employees 
from Serco, another UK com- 
puter services company. 

“The researchers picked par- 
ticularly complex journey issues 
which meant the database bad 
to answer a lot of complex 
questions," he said. 

Which? found, for instance. 


that the inquiry service gave the 
right price just four out of 21 
limes when researchers asked 
about the cost of (ravelling 
from Basingstoke in Hamp- 
shire to Carlisle in Cumbria and 
returning via London. Mr Cook 
said that because customers 
now always got an answer when 
they telephoned for information 
it was understandable that com- 
plain is were rising. 

He said the amount of in- 
formation was also increasingly 
complex: “Wb have 144 million 
fares on out database and in- 
formation on 20X100 trains a day. 
That is enormous complexity 
that was never dealt with by 
BR." Mr Cook said that Scma 
was training Serco’s employees 
to use the database, but the cm- - 
plqyees were stretched: “Serco’s 
workers are handling two and a 
half times the number of calls 
that they were employed to 
handle. Wb are training them as 
fast as Serco can hire them." 


Liquidators win 
£L‘lbn Cayman 

ruling on BCCI 


John WHIcoek 


s to 
'ffof 
ivpif 


Liquidators to the Cayman 
island s part of Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI) hope to recover “hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars" for 
creditors following a court rul- 
ing against a former associate 
of the crashed bank worth 
$2.Jbn (£1 Jbn). 

The Court of Appeal in the 
Cayman Islands granted the 
da pwgps against Ghaitb Rashid 
Pharaon, a financier now resi- 
dent in Saudi Arabia, and his 
company Pharaoh Holdings. 

In the late 1980s Mr Pharaon 
“co-mingled” his own operation 
International Credit and In- 
vestment Company (IGC) with 
that of BCCL with the intention 
of illegally acquiring US banks. 

When regulators closed 

BCCI down in 1991, because of 
long-term large-scale fraud, they 
lumped ICIC in with the rest of 
the liquidation. In one op- 
[ eratron, for instance, JQC man- 
aged to buy an American bank, 
the Independence Bank of. 
Eocino, California, in 1985, via 
another company, Attock On. 


The latest court ruling sets 
the amount Mr Pharaon owes 
to creditors. It follows a ruling 
on 22 May 1995 in which the 
Cayman Islands courts found 
that Mr Pharaon “was found to 
have participated in a canspxr- 

of^ o3 interests held by the 
Attock Oil Company”. 

Mr Pharaon has four crim- 
inal indictments a gains t him in 
the US and has also been fined 
a total of $37m by the US 
Federal Reserve over his 
attempts to buy US banks 
illegally- 

A spokesman for Deloitte & 
Tbuche "said yesterday that they 
were confident they would be 
able to recover hotels and real 
estate holdings belongi n g to 
Mr Pharaon worth hundreds of 
milli ons of dollars. 

BCQ was registered in three 
separate jurisdictions, London, 
Luxembourg and the Cayman 
‘Islands, andsets of liquidators 
have been appointed by the 
courts for each jurisdiction. 

Last year the US Federal Re- 
serve permanently barred Mr 
Pharaon from US banking; 


Wetherspoon may 
open pubs in Paris 


Andrew Yales 


JD TOtfaerspoon, the rapidly ex- 
panding pub group, said yes- 
lerday Tt was looking to make 
its first foray overseas by open- 
ing a chain of pubs in Baris. Tnn 
Martin, the group’s chairman, 
said he was looking at sites in 
Paris and was also considering 
Opening pubs in capital cities 
across Europe. 

Wetherspoon also moved to 

deflea criticism that Mr Maron 
welded too much power at the 

^ group by promoting the oper- 
™ ating director, John Hutson, to 
managing director. 

Mark McQuater. Wetber- 
spoon's previous managing im- 
rector, resigned lost November 
after less than three years with 
the company, amid specula- 


tion that Mr Martin mas un- 
willing to relinquish control of 
the group he founded. Mr Mar- 
tin did concede yesterday that 
the group needed to strengthen 
its board to reflect the expan- 
sion the business. 

On expansion, Mr Martm 
said: “There are more Britons 

in Paris than there are in Read- 
ing and we have four pubs m 
Reading. We also like the idea, 
of moving into Ireland." 

Wetherspoon .has also emr 
barked on an accelerated UK 



one a week. . - 
The group is intent on grow- 
• rtnreit/te London 


and has recently opened pubs 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 


IN BRIEF 


Hambro reveals new plan for Saracen 

JO Hambro has submitted new proposals to Saracen Vdue Trust 
after being told its initial takeover plan fox the undorperforoiing 
company was not feasible. The new scheme, which win cost £Llm, 
offers shareholders a choice between receiving cash or taking shar es 
in a new trust that wifl continue to invest in small companies but 

is planning tCMjffer Saracen shareholders a switch into Invesco’s 
gristing En glish & International trust, a unit trust or a cash 
alternative. The Saracen board mil meet this morning to decide 
its next moves^ but 
an extraordinary meeting 
from HSBC, is to 

M&S director makes £278,000 on options 



& Spencer, made a profit of £278JXX) from exercising share options. 
Mr Oates exercised a senior option over 37,815 shares at 2f>4p 
and then sold the stake at 607 jp a share. He exercised another 
senior option over a further 51,063 shares at 329p and subsequently 
sold at 612p. The shares were registered in the name of Green- 
wood Nominees Limited. 

Interim profits up 30% at Senior 

Senior Engineering expressed confidence in the future after re- 
porting a 30 per cent jump in pre-tax profits to £21m for the half 
year to June. Alan W&tkms, chairman, said the significant im- 
provement had been particularly evident in North American op- 
erations, now 70 per cent of the operating totaL The Flexonics 
business, 90 per cent of the totaL looked set to produce a strong 
contribution in 1997. Althoi^ operating profits dipped firm £35410 
to £2.04m in engineered products and services he said that “over- 
all, we continue to be confident of another year of real progress 
for the group’VThe interim dividend is raised 11 per cent to I.6p- 

First Gas raised funds for Philippine deal 

A joint venture company including BG, the former British Gas, 
has raised £425m to build a gas-fired power station in the Philip- 
pines. First Gas Power Corporation, in which BG has a 40 per 
cent stake, will use the funds to complete the project, on Luzon 
island, which is expected to cost £55 6m. BG said the fund-raising 
exerefce was the first in which the European Investment Bank 
had loaned money to an Asian power venture. In June First Gas 
agreed a deal with Shell and Occidental to buy gas from an off- 
shore field in the Philippmes. 

Enterprise buys 94 pubs from Whitbread 

tswfp.rprfce jp py j$ buying 94 pubs in the Sooth of En gla n d from 
Whitbread for £9.4m cash. The pubs sold approximately 10,500 
barrels of VWritbread-aropHed peer, excluding guest ales, in the 
year to February 1997. The outlets formed part of the Whitbread 


have the opportunity to transfer to Enterprise Inns agreements. 
Separately, Enterprise Iritis. announced that it had recently ac- 
quiredeight former managed booses fromPubmaster for £l-6m. 

Northern Rock brokers set up helpline 

Wise Speke, the stockbroker to the flotation of North era Rock 
Building Society, hassetup a helpline for members to advise them 
onthebest way of deafingydth thOTwindfeDdiarealkwance.'Miicfa 
could be worth up to £2,000. Members can call 0191-201 3990. 

Magic boost for Greene King 

Greene King’s chairman, David McCall, told the annual meeting 
Tha t profit* were ahead and benefiting from the Magic acquisition. 
"Vfe have bad a good Start' to the financial year, with the con- 
timrmgbenefitsoftheM^gKacqmsitJon, our profits are well ahead 
pflastyear and meetiDgcurient budgets," 
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Sema throws its weight around 

The Investment Column 


S erna, the Anglo-French informa- 
tion technology group, always 
had theatrofa he^w ShS 
when it was a fraction of its current size 
Though not yet a member of the 
FTSE 100 index, it can hardly be lone 
before this fast-growing systems iat«£ 
Station and outsourcing company, em- 
ploying 150.000 people and capitalised 
at £1 .6bn, is promoted. 

Shares in Sema have outperformed 
the market by 144 per cent over the past 

five years. 

Less than two years ago, Serna's 
share pnee stood at less than 500p. To- 
day. ahead 7.5p after strong half-year 
results, the price is over £14. That re- 
flects the impressive pace of change 
wrought at the group in the past few 
years by Pierre Bonelli, the group’s 
charismatic chief executive. 

What initially released the group’s 
share price was the sale in late 1 995of 
Cap Gemini’s 28 percent stake. Before 
LhaL Sema had been 41 per cent 
owned collectively by Gemini Paribas 
and France Telecom and trading in the 
group s shares was sticky at belt. 

Since then, Sema has not put a foot 
wrong. Acquisitions such as Olivetti's 
Italian outsourcing arm. Syntax, and BR 
Business Systems, which supplies the 
fare and timetabling database for 
Britain's railways, have shown Serna's 
ability to buy potentially high-growth 
businesses for bargain-basement prices. 

The company has also been highly 
successful in developing global critical 
mass. The US, which represents just 1 
per cent of sales, has until now re- 
mained out of reach. 

But the recent overhaul of its com- 
plex shareholding structure means 
that Sema is no longer classified un- 
der US banking law as a bank. 

As a bank. Sema was severely con- 
strained in the US, able to supply only 
certain types of financial products, such 
as billing and related software systems 
for mobile phones. 

Now that Lhe Paribas stake has 
been converted into a simple minority 
shareholding, the US is open season for 
Sema. 

With more than half tbe world 
market in outsourcing and systems in- 
tegration in the US and huge oppor- 
tunities in telecoms, that is pretty 
good news for shareholders. 

Mr Bonelli says he would be disap- 
limed if the US did not represent at 
east 10 percent of group activities by 
2001. 

Any concerns that Sema might gel 
stuck in the maturing defence and en- 
ergy markets look groundless. 

Half-year results to June, where prof- 
its rose 32 per cent to £26m, show that 
finance has overtaken defence as 
Serna’s largest sector, with telecoms 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


growth a hefty 91 per cent on the pre- 
vious year, boosted by acquisitions. 

UBS forecasts £63 -5m profits for the 
frill year. Though a forward price-earn- 
ings ratio of 37 is steep, this one should 
keep going. 

Hillsdown sticks 
with diverse menu 

L ittle more than a year into the job 
of chief executive of Hillsdown 
Holdings, the food and house- 
building conglomerate, and George 
Greener is already speaking glowingly 
about his new charge. His sentences are 
studded with management gobblede- 
gook such as “economic value added”, 
“mutuality of benefit” and the dreaded 
“core competencies”. 

But the City will forgive him much 
more than this if he can kick-start a 
company whose shares have under- 
performed the market by 34 per cent 
m the past three years. Cta yesterday's 
evidence, there is a way to go yet. 

With his strategic review completed, 
it is dear there will be no radical shake- 
up of the Hillsdown portfolio, which stiQ 


indudes a diverse spread of businesses, 
including Typhoo tea, ready-made 
meals and Fairview Homes. There 

are no plans to sell the non-food busi- . 
nesses. Instead Hillsdown plans to with- 
draw from its red meat operations and 
sell a host of other businesses in pack- 
aging and leather with total assets of 
£S5m, Talks on deals are well advanced 
and the company is planning a £30m 
write-down in the full-year figures. 

But, looking at Hilisdown’s half-year 
figures, it is clear that there are poten- 
tial dangers ahead. Pre-tax profits for 
the six months to June rose from £44m 
to £57m. But at the operating level, 
profits at three of the four food bus- 
inesses fell. The figures were rescued 
by a strong performance from the fur- 
niture and house-building businesses, 
which are dearly benefiting from the 
upswing in the economic eyrie. 

The worry is that when the economy 
comes off the boil, Hillsdown will hit 
the buffers unless its food businesses 
can start generating growth. At tbe 
moment they are very much a mixed 
bag. Tbe chilled business is performing 
well, poultry was badly affected by a 
freak viral outbreak in the sector 
which cost £L5m, and Lhe grocery busi- 
nesses are stru ggling . 


Sema: At a glance 


Market value C1.58bn. share price 1407.5p (+7.5p) 


On forecasts of £165m, the shares, 
up 6 Jp to 169 Jp yesterday, trade on 
a forward rating of just 10. This is a 
substantial discount to the sector, 
while a yield of more than 6 per cent 
provides support. 

. But the City will want to see more 
evidence of growth in food before tbe 
shares enjoy a re-rating. Potentially a 
good bet, but perhaps too early to chase 
just now. 

Scholl starts to 
stride ahead 

S choll is a brand name which has 
fallen an hard times over the 
years. From 1995, the maker of 
the famous WOOden-SOled sanrialp and 
corn plasters was at the centre of a 
bitter dispute with shareholders, but 
new management, led by cs-Hsons bass 
Stuart Wallis, is ait last starting to lead 
the group out of the mire. 

A clear-out of underperformers, 
alongside a decision to fix the focus 
single-mindecfiy on the Scholl brand, 
has already worked wonders for op- 
erating margins, which have jumped by 
more than a third in the six months to 
June. The effects of that on yesterday’s 
interim results are muddied both by the 
£3 5. 7m exceptional charge taken last 
time and the negative impact of the 
pound in the latest figures. At the pre- 
tax level, losses of £2 1.9m turned into 
a surplus of £lS.4m, but stripping out 
the effects of one-offs and exchan 


Trading record 
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! to go for on margins. But the real 
test for Mr Wallis and his team is to 
prove their ability to build the top line. 

Scholl has strong positions in some 
markets, notably the bunions to de- 
odorant footcare products business and 
in sandals and other footwear sold 
through chemists. Tbe hope is that fur- 
ther expansion into chiropody services 
at its 90 European retail outlets and 
new products will get sales moving. 

Only time will tell, but there should 
be scope to pump more products 
through the distribution network. The 
management is also ready to contem- 
plate acquisitions with firepower which 
could be worth up to £100m. Meantime, 
there are do talks with Sobering Plough* 
Scholl's original owner, about buying 
the US operations, the one part of the 
business Sobering still re tains, but the 
possibility of Schering bidding for 
Scholl pic could provide some support 
for the shares, up 7p at 2S6p yesterday. 
At that level, they stand on a forward 
p/e of 17, ass uming profits of £222>m 
in the full year. Reasonable value. 


Mutuality hero steps 
back from his cause 

People & Business 


What's left of the mutual 
building society sector is 
aghast at tbe news that John 

Wriglesworth, the self-slyled 
champion of mutuality against 
the dark forces of conversion, 
ha< deserted Bradford & 
Bingley building society for 
the verdant pastures ox his 
own “strategic communica- 
tions consultancy". If Mr 
Wrigleswortb’s leaving, of all 
people, then surety B&B and 
the rest are about to surren- 
der to the carpetbaggers? 

“No, no, no. Bradford & 
Bingley are absolutely com- 
mitted to staying mutual. My 
leaving does not mean they 
are gomg to convert,” Mr 
Wrigleswortb assures me. “It 
was all amicable. Bradford & 
Bingley are going to be one of 
my first clients.” 

Mr Wrigleswortb will leave 
his job as director of market- 
ing in October to launch his 
own London-based consul- 
tancy. He will not have to 
move house, be says, 
although he’s flogging his fiat 
in Yorkshire. He bas a home 
in Qapham. south London. 

Mr Wriglesworth, 40, 
joined B&B three years ago 
from UBS, where he was just 
about the only person you 
could phone for a quote on 
the state of the building 
society market 

Bizarrely. Mr Wriglesworth 
is also a former champion of . 
demutualisation, having 
drawn up the master plan for 
Abbey National’s conversion 
into a bank in 1989. Before 
that he had been an academ- 
ic, an economics lecturer and 
admissions tutor. 

“If any societies are think- 
ing of converting, they should 
call me up first and Til save 
them,” he says. “Slaying 
mutual is not a dead duck or 
a disaster. This lemming-like 
stampede to become banks 
will come to a sticky end, with 
converted societies being 
asset stripped.” 

Shy and retiring former Euro- 
tunnel boss Sir Alastair 
Morton has got a new part- 
time job advising the ABB- 
Daimler Benz rail joint 




John Wriglesworth: Setting 
up his own consultancy 

venture, Adtranz. But it isn't 
the “last big job” observers 
expected him to take when he 
stood down from chunnel 
company last October. 

Instead Sir Alastair intends 
spending one-third of his time 
on Adtranz, one-third on a 
project as yet unannounced 
and the rest on various bits 
and pieces. 

He says: “1 had six months 
off after leaving Eurotunnel - 
I travelled to Antarctica. 

South and Central America, 
the South Pacific and South 
Africa. I spent most of the 
time just watching the world 
go by. It was very relaxing 
after 10 years in Eurotunnel. 

*Tm now collecting a port- 
folio of jobs that interest me, 
such as transport, the struc- 
turing of major projects." 

This sounds suspiciously 
like Sir Alastair mellowing 
with old age. I still forecast 
another big job at some point. 

Some of the 100-odd guests 
at Merrill Lynch's 10th annu- 
al clients' dinn er at Cliveden 
on Wednesday found it a bit 
of a struggle keeping up with 
the after-dinner speaker, 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Appar- 
ently the former Soviet pre- 
mier came on at 11pm and 
proceeded to give Iris 
thoughts on Russia, China 
and world affairs for a full 
hour, via an interpreter. The 
institutional investors were 





dropping like flics towards 
the end. 1 hear, despite the 
excellence of the speech. 

Not to worry, everyone left 
happy, with one attendee 
describing the sumptuous . 
least at the stately nome- 
. turned-hotel as “the do of the 
decade". Former Smith New 
Court boss Michael Marks 
hosted, the event in his new 
role as Merrill’s chief operat- 
ing officer for Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa, while 
his old number two at Par- 
ringdon Road, Paul Roy, also 
gave a short speech. 


While Sir Desmond Pitcher 
continues to fight for his cor- 
porate life at United Utilities, 
one of his directors is defect- 
ing to Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Company. Simon ‘ . j*# 

Bird. United's executive >*. 

director of international oper- ; /*._ 

ations, is joining the Liver- 
pool company as commercial iL 
diredor. Mersey Docks and ’ •* 

Harbour is in Hie depths of a . * 
bitter dockers' strike. Sounds | ml 
like a case of out of the frying 
pan. into the fire. 


UBS bas lost its global head 
of research, Nigel Lester, to 
Dresdnet Klcinwort Benson, 
which has appointed him 
director of marketing and 
client services for its equities * 
division. Mr Lester left UBS 
two months ago and the Swiss 
bank has yet to decide how to 
replace him. At Kleinwort he 
will be in charge of the “client 
visiting programme" which 
sounds like a lot of flying 
around and a lot of dinners. 




Former Wa|i Street high-flyer 
Bob Diamond has made such • 
a splash at BZW since he 
joined as chief executive of Al Z* 
global markets in July 1996 “ ‘ 

that he's been promoted to ■; 

the Barclays Bank executive 1‘. . 

committee. * . 

A spokesperson for the 
investment bank said Mr ‘ ^ ^ 

Diamond had “stream lined - ** ~ 

Lhe business and relaunched . - 

the team" since be arrived 

from CSFB in New York. ;■ 

John Willcock | 


Redevelopment will dose Wembley for two years 


Andrew Yates 


Wembley, the leisure group 
that operates Wembley Stadi- 
um. said yesterday the ground 
was likely to be closed for at 
least two years under lhe latest 
redevelopment plans submitted 
to the English Sports Council. 
The move will mean sporting 
events from the FA Cup Final 
to England's international foot- 
ball games will have to be 
moved to alternative venues. 


Negotiations between Wem- 
bley and the Sports Council 
have been dogged by delays. De- 
tails of the new stadium were 
due to be finalised this summer. 
However. Wembley said it was 
confident the revised plans 
would soon get the green light. 

Claes Hultman. Wembley's 
chairman, said yesterday: "We 
are optimistic that this plan will 
be agreed soon. The stadium 
will have to be knocked down. 
It will take two years to finish.” 


The scheme has been given 
a provisional grant of £120m 
from the National Lottery to 
cover most of the development' 
costs, although the total cost of . 
the project is likely to approach 
£2 00m. However, Wembley 
moved to allay fears that the 
project would suffer from a 
lack of funds. Mr Hultman 
said: “We are in complex 
negotiations at the moment 
but we do not expect any 
funding problems." Wembley’s 


finance director said the group 
was not likety to have to pay out 
any extra money for the devel- 
opment, raisiag speculation 
that the Government will even- 
tually plug the funding gap. 

• Wfembley bad hoped to keep 
part of the stadium open 
throughout the redevelopment 
and is to receive compensation 
for loss of earnings during the 
refit. The loss of a US legal 
dispute, which cost Wembley 
£16.7m, saw the group plunge 


into the red. It made a pre-tax 
loss of £3m for the six months 
to June. 

The case involved a dispute 
between the PCC ticketing 
agency, once owned by Wemb- 
ley, and US rival Moviefone, 
with whom the group entered 
into a co-operation agreement 
But problems emerged when 
PCC was sold to Ticketm aster, 
who did not main ram the orig- 
inal agreement Wembley’s un- 
derlying pre-tax profits also 


slipped from£15.6m to £ 14.2m 
due to impact of the huge suc- 
cess of Euro 96 football tour- 
nament on last year's figures. 

Operating profits from the 
Wembley complex feD to £5.7ra 
(£7.91m). Revenue at Wembley 
Arena fell due to a lack of big- 
name draws. However, the 
group said that concerts from a 
host of stars, including Elton 
John and Gary Glitter, should 
ensure the arena earnings rose 
in the second half. 
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Royal Doulton looks to dish up £15m in cost cuts next year 



Royal Doulton's chief 
executive, Patrick Wenger 
refused to rule out further 
job cuts at the company’s 
UK base in Stoke following 
the recent announcement 
of 330 redundancies out of 
a workforce of 4,800. 

The company Is ‘looking 
at the cost base around 
the world’, he said 
yesterday. These 
measures, which include a 
reduction in the size of the 
board to five executive 
directors from nine, are 
aimed at saving £1.5m in 
costs next year. 

The strength of sterling 
in the first half knocked 
£4.5m off safes, and sales 
to tourists at the 
company’s central London 
retail outlets were down 10 
per cent Group turnover in 
the first half fell by 2.2 per 
cent to £UL1.6in and pre- 
tax profits, after taking 
account of a £3 .3m 
exceptional charge, fell 
from £4 JZm to £lm. 

The company wiB hold on 
to Its traditional formal 
tableware market but future 
growth wffl be efrtven by 
casual tablewear (left), glass 
and cold-cast 0ft products. 


Vardon whips its health clubs into shape 


Anffrew Yates 


Vardon. the leisure group that 
runs the London Dungeon and 
Sea Life Centres, yesterday an- 
pounced plans to rapidty expand 
its health and fitness division. 
The group is launching a £20m 
capital expenditure programme 
on its health dubs over the next 
two years and has earmarked 
another £20ra for acquisitions. 

Vardon also plans to expand 
into continental Europe by 
building a Dungeon visitor at- 
traction in Amsterdam and 


opening more Sea Life Centres 
in Germany. 

However, Vardon has turned 
its back on the UK market. 
David Hudd, chairman, said: 
“The market in the UK proba- 
bly has too many visitor attrac- 
tions already and we are not 
looking to build any more over 
here." Visitors at London Dun- 

E : have been disappointing, 
ite a new water ride called 
jement Day, due to the 
strong pound which has de- 
terred overseas tourists from vis- 
iting the capital. 


Vhrdon has also postponed 
new investment in its bingo 
business, which has been bit By 
the National Lotte ry. However, 
the group said it bad no plans 
to dispose of the operation. 

Vardon acquired its health 
and fitness business just over a 
year ago when it bought Dy- 
namic Leisure for £40.5 tn. Since 
titen It has revamped the dubs 
it acquired and is now keen to 
grow the chain. 

Vardon recently opened a 
£30m Courtney’s leisure centre 
in Croydon. It hopes to open an- 


il 


i 



other two sites in York and 
Wembley by the end of the year 
and another four centres next 
year. It is also expanding its 
Metropolitan chain 

Nick Irens, Vhrdon’s chief ex- 
ecutive. said yesterday: “The 
health and fitness market is 
growing strongly. We hope to 
make it a national business. We 
are also in talks to buy clubs 
from ocher operators.” 

Vardan announced a 75 per 
cent rise in underlying pre-tax 
profits to £5.1m despite a 
£500,000 currency frit 


German losses 
deepen at Amec 


Magnus Grimond 

Amec, the construction group 
which fought off a bid from its 
Norwegian rivals Kvaemer at 
the end of 1995, yesterday 
painted a glowing picture of the 
outlook for the business. despite 
deepening losses from the 
German operations. 

Describing the outlook for 
tbe group as "certainly more 
favourable than at any time in 
recent years", the chairman. 
Sydney Gillibrand, revealed 


ner for Krttelberger, its German 
operation, which accounted for 
most of the more than doubled 
losses of £8.9m from continen- 
tal businesses in tbe first six 
months of the year. 

Mr Gillibrand said they had 
yet to have any meaningful 
talks with prospective buyers of 
of tbe business, while Amec 
stressed that they were keeping 
an open mind on such a sale, 
which would anyway be a plan 
for the medium or long term. 

In the meantime, the ratio- 
nalisation announced last year 
is continuing. Turnover in 1998 
is set to be cut to around 60 per 
cent of this year's target in an at- 
tempt lo reduce contract risks in 
the depressed German market. 

Separately, Mr Gillibrand 


squashed rumours that the 
group wanted to sell its Fair- 
clough Homes housebuilding 
operation, but hinted it might 
be merged with another group. 
Profits there were £4.5 m in the 
first half, up from break-even 
before, after operating margins 
jumped from 4 to 6 .5 per centf. 
on a 31 per cent jump in the*"' 
average price of houses sold to 
£102.600. The chairman said he 
wanted to retain the earnings 
stream "for the foreseeable 
future - a couple of years". 

The comments came as 
Amec reported a jump in group 
pre-tax profits from £ 12.1m to 
£402m in the half year lo June, 
inflated by £24.2m of gains on 
the disposal of peripheral busi- 
nesses. As a reflection of its con- 
fidence in tbe future, the group 
is raising the interim dividend 
by 17 per cent to 1.75p. 

Operating profits up from 
£18-5m to £19.Sm benefited 
from a maiden £2m contribu- 
tion from Spie Batignolles, the 
French construction group in 
which Amec bought a 42 per 
cent stake this year. The group 
bore £3m of costs from tenders 
under the Government's public 
finance initiative, up from £2m 
for the whole of lost year, but 
said it expected to recover most 
of them in tbe second half. 
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market report / shares 


Standard Chartered suffers in Far Eastern fall-out 




Standard Chartered, the hank- 
ing group, & emerging as the 




Share spotlight 


BCS^Si ifci^r 





^M6Essm;™£?% 


the Par Eastern feU-ouL In busy 
trading the shares fell a fintber 
3&5p to 8G8p with talk of 
large lines of stock on offer. 

It was suggested selling was 
coming from Sonth-east Asia. 
But Standard has only one sig- 
nificant Asian shareholder, 
13m Sri Khoo Teck Puat, with 
around 15 per cent. 

The Mai apian business- 
man, one of the so-called 
White Squires who rescued the 
bank from the unwanted at- 
tentions of Lloyds TSB 11 
years ago, is, however, an un- 
likely seller. Indeed there is 
speculation Standard's retreat 
wSl encourage him 10 top up 
his shareholding. 

J5ven if Far Eastern interests 
are remaining faithful there is 
no doubt the Standard share 
register is suffering from some 
determined unloading The 
shares have fallen from 


1,081 ^p, hugely on the storm 
which engulfed Pacific cur- 
rency and share markets. 

Standard’s big Far Eastern 
exposure was highlighted yes- 
terday by problems at its se- 
curities operation in Manila. 
The Philippine b anking au- 
thorities are investigating al- 
leged breadra of the county's 
investment laws. Standard said 
it was co-operating although h 
felt it had not broken the law. 

HSBC, the market's other 
major Pacific victim, edged a 
few coooexs hieher to 2,04250. 


after an early tall. 

The rest of the market 
moved narrowly with Footsie 
ending 14.4 points higher at 
4,9913. A Confederation of 
British Industry survey point- 
ing to a retail slowdown helped 
sentiment and engineers, like 
Lucas Varity, op8Jp to205Jp, 
scored firmi the less exuberant 
display by sterling. 

Dixons, indicating the pace 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


erred 13-5pio 65 L5p, dragging 
Kingfisher I3_5p lower to 
751 -5p. 

Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment fell 41p to 1^2S75p on 
worries about its performance 
daring this year's bull market. 
Stockbroker BWD finned to 
125p although it was left to 
Charles Stanley, unchanged at 
13 Up, to attempt an acquisi- 
tive swoop, opening talks with 
Mees Pierson to buy its Shaw 
& Co stockbroking arm. 

British Energy, up 13p to 
183.5p, was helped by an 
HSBC push; last week Morgan 
Stanley put a buy sign over the 
shares. The second Instalment 
erf last summer's flotation is due 
later > b i s month. 


Ocean, the transport group, 
rose 16p to 583 Jp, a peak, after 
meeting institutions, and Tar- 
mac, the building materials 
group, hardened 7p to 123 .5p 
with SBC Warburg saying buy 
up to 150p. Amersham Inter- 
national, the health care 
group, jumped 35p to 2,025p 
after meeting Oslo analysts 
ahead of its merger with the 
Norwegian Nycomed group. 

Publisher Mediate? kept 
up the takeover action among 
second-liners by reporting a 
bid approach. The shares rose 
10-5p to 39p. 

Lehman Brothers and War- 
burg regard Rank, up Up to 
35L3p, as a hold following hs 
holiday camp revamp. 


Wiliams, maldnga late bid 

for inclusion in the Footsie in- 
dex, finned to 365 Jp, with 
Nat Wes: Securities saying (he 
shares were worth picking up. 

Toad, the loss making car 
security company once nding 
at 1 17ip, reversed 4p to 29J5p. 
a new low. The latest sell-off 
followed a modest stake re- 
duction by Newton Invest- 
ment Management It sold 
just over 50^100 shares, cutting 
hs holding to 3.82 per cent 
The car alarms b usiness has 
suffered a boardroom up- 
heaval this year with four di- 
rectors departing. In May h 
linked with TV personality 
Noel Edmonds. 

Tradcpoint, the share deal- 
ing system, continued to firm 
ahead of next month’s arrival 
of order driven trading . 

Utility Cable, which gets 
most of its income laying ducts 
for cable television, issued, per- 
haps not surprisingly, a profit 
warning, sending its already 


depressed shares even lower. 
But then talk of stake-building 
surfaced. And the price, once 
down to 4Jp, recovered to 
5J5p in busy trading. 

UC has been a poor invest- 
ment with entrepreneur Luke 
Johnson, a director, one who 
has suffered. He has around 
7 per cent of the company 
mostly picked up between 13p 
and 20p. 

Vision, a video group, is rat- 
ed a buy by stockbroker Greig 
Middleton at around I30p. Al- 
though it has produced two 
profit warnings in little more 
than three months analyst 
Richard Andrews believes the 
video-cotrferencing market is 
set to grow strongly. 

He believes the shares 
should appeal to investors with 
an appetite for risk. He sees 
losses for the year ending July 
coming out at £L5m. La the 
current year be expects the 
company to get into the black 
with profits of around £lm. 


D The stock market's neglect 

of small companies Is throw 
ing up some seemingly invit- 
ing investments. Beales 
Hooter, a refrigeration group 
bumping along near Hs year's 
low at 90p, Is paying a final . 

dividend or 7.8p, putting 
shares on an effective 15 per 
cent yield. They go ex-divi- 
dend on Monday. The cost 
pany, which suffered a prod 
fall from £326m to £1.71«fc b 
capitalised at £9-5ro. Its 
shares have been as high as 
292p. 

D The Dow Jones Average 
which, of coarse. Is a m#®£" 
influence on Footsie, could 
hit 8500 points late this year 
or early next before suffering 
a sharp setback. That is the 
view of Dick McCabe, 
chartist at Merrill Lynch. But 
he feels Wall Street will re- 
gain its exuberance and the 
century should end on a high 
note. 
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Bluff should get 
them off the bit 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

A huge, grey horse will be in ev- 
idence at Haydock this after- 
noon and the only thing stronger 

than his massively muscular 
form will be the bridle and bit 
^ that forms the mprFw^cm of his 
W' steering equipment 

Coastal Bluff would surely 
have won the Nunthorpe Stakes 
outright at York last month, had 
h not been for the matfunfftion 
in his bit which meant that 
Kevin Dariey was forced to 
hang on to his mounts Thant* 
and effect an impression of a 
brave bearing down on the cir- 
cled sanctuary of a wagon train. 

The five-year-old's accou- 
trements wul be checked so 
thoroughly today that they w31 
surely not let him down again - 

The pertinent question wul be 
whether he is good enough to 
hold off a refreshed set of new 
rivals in the Group One Hay- 
dock Park Sprint Cap. He beat 
Averti on the Knavesmirewith- 
A out a steering wheel and he 
should do so ag ain, but DOW 
there are other foes. 

Royal Applause was meant to 
be the champion sprinter ear- 
lier in the season until he was 

Dog day 
evening 

There is no horse racing in the 
country tomorrow but Britain is 
stQl going to the dogs, writes Ian 
Davies. 

The British Greyhound Rac- 
ing Board yesterday stressed 
that tomorrow night’s meeting! 
will go ahead. All horse racing 
and the afternoon greyhound 
ffc meetings scheduled for tomor- 
'4* row have been called off in re- 
spect for the funeral of Diana, 
Princess of 'Whies. However, Ge- 
offrey Thomas, the BGRB chief 
executive, said: "Greyhound 
racing should offer those wish- 
ing to go rail on Saturday night 
the opportunity to do so.” 

Britain's challenge for Sun- 
day’s Moyglare Stud Stakes in 
Ireland was reduced to just Bahr 
yesterday when Crazee Mental 
was ruled out of the Group. 
One race. Derek Haydn Jones, 
her trainer, pulled his fifly exit be- - 
cause she has not fully recovered 
from the injury that denied her . 
a run In the Lowtber Stakes. 

A maximum of nine will con- 
test Sunday’s mile Group One 
Prixdu Moulin de Lougphamp 
after the defection of Deadly 
Dudlqr and Titus Uvius. 

Mick Fitzgerald was stood 
down for seven days yesterday 
after being knocked uncon- 
scious at FontwelL 


embarrassed in the July Cup, 
and since then there iris been 
the trumpeting of Danedme, the 
victor in the Stewards’ Cup. The 
latter travels to Newton-le- 
Wniowswith an impressive rep- 
utation, but as a handicap win- 
ner he can hardly be led to the 
same trough as Green Desert, 
. Ajdal, Dayjur and Sheikh Al- 
badou, all of whom have won 
this race inside the last 12 years. 

In truth, nothing in today’s 
field seems worthy of elevation 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Coastal Bluff 
(Haydock 250) 

NB: Freequent 

(Epsom 355) 

In that sfanriair t, tfimiph d Wf SKS- 

picion remains that COASTAL 
BLUFF (nap 2JD) is still 
spreading strength throughout 
his juggemautftame. As he also 
achieves his venomous best Uke 
male wasps at this time of the 
year he must be the selection. 

Epsom, too. has been 
brought forward to avoid the 
mourning of Saturday and gives 
us the September Stakes as its 
main dish. One of the contes- 
tants' here is Dndiyantor (3A0), 
a nearly horse of last season 

IfHYPERION’llj 


considered worthy of another 
campaign: This deasionTooked 
like Deing as deeply rash as an 
attack ofshingles until the colt 
res urr ected his reputation in the 
Geoffrey freer Stakes at New- 

- bury last month. Another hard- 
: success seems likely, 
opening contest bears 
thq, words, “hot. water" in the 
spohsOTsT elongated title, which 
is exactly where puniera are like- 
ly to end if fhtw speculate ex- 
travagantly. When the change- 
does come out of the pocket ft 
should be proffered m support 
of the the course and distance 
winner. Dance So Suite (2X6). 
Another who has proved him- 
self over fhk devihsh terrain is 
Polar Prince (235), wfeocap- 
turedthe Diomed Stakes over 
todays distance at the Derby 
meeting. That was in the 
stratosphere of Group Three 
company and the fonr-year- 
old has been highly tried since 
without any tangible success. 
Back in the requisite company, 
he should be a winner. 

And finally, funds should be 
preserved for Luca: Cumam’s 
freeqoent (next best 3.05), who 
is sure to have come on for his 
pipe-opener in a white-hot 
handicap at York last month. 
The time for practice is over: 


FIRST SHOW 


EPSOM 

205: MALE-ANA-MOO. off t he 

m iiref. wnw! finishing right It-ngthc 

seventh to Oisay over an inade- 
quate lm 2f 7yds at Sandown in 
June, is .potentially well- 
handkapped. 

□□□ 

235: POLAR PRINCE, proven 
over this tricar course, has less to 
do than when Tft lengths third to 
the subsequently disqualified 
Cape Cross in die Group Tfeo 
Celebration Mile at Goodwood 

lastdme. • ■ 

□□□ 

3J& SANDMOOR CHAMBRAT, 
a slightly disappointing bead sec- 
ond to Isitoff own" lm 2f ai Ripon 
last time, has a ctonce on Ins pre- 
vious I%kqgths second to Arnyas 
in a valuable In i 2£ 85yds rated 
handicap at York. ' • 

non ■ '• - 

3.4®: DOSflYANTOR, who 
bouoced back to farm with aneck 
victory ower Panama City in the 
lm 5f 61yds Group TWo Geoffrey 
freer Stakes at Newbury, looks a 
cut above today’s rivals. 

HAYDO CK 

250: DANETIME, who landed a 
bag ante post gamble in the Stew- 
ards' Cup Handicap over 6f at 
Goodwood, can socoessfully step 
up in class. - - 
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HYPERION 

225 Saucy Nun 255 Red Jam Jar 325 WM 
Brook 4 jD 0 Greenfinch 450 Lochnagrahi 505 
FatehaHchatr 

GOING; Good to Ftnn (watered). 

■ UtMund, oqifailailng eomw. Sntr fences and long novta an 
chase eourae of 600yrfe- 

■ Coimje b I m SE of town near^tnetlon of AC89 and A! 77. Bos 
service Own Stodoon station (9ml or Durham dadon (I2jn). AD- 
MISSION: Paddock &S (OAPa&4);CoaneS2. CABPABX: Pad- 
dock 12. rest free 

■PUBADING TRAINERS: Mxa M Eevetcy 58 wtnnera from Z02 
nmnen gt w success ratio of 28.77k: G If Moore Jfi Awn 102 
t n-BfcV, ^ a JohasM 18 from i47 (.lZ&Wk V Beasmnt 18 
Tram 68 (tank). 

MliADING JOCXBES: FNi»« 44 winners fn*ol43 rides 
j MKceamtlo of 30 Akc L W^er 1 9 fkxxn 95 CHmkA Magnin 
15 Awn 68 (221%); JCWrtma 14 bom 88 (1519k).. 
FAVOdnTKS: fSvfn ta iSS cocea (89.348). 

BUNKEBBD FIRST TUB; Nine. 

WINNERS IN THE MOT SEVEN DAIS: Leap bite Dmk (225) . 
won at Hexham on Mowbp. . 

LONG-DISTANCE EUNNKBSUUjcrt La w(2A6)hM b«jawW 
(2J5) aw* 213 MBra hr P Him tow MM Nonnn. OxftwMtbo. 

1A o Ki COUNTY DURHAM NOVICE HURDLE 
I*"* 9 1 (CLASS E) £3550 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 4-3311 USAPINWEDARK(4)kBBL9d®l8I112— -ATJWOtoii 

2 6CW01 SMETHUN WKD)PHatt5110 Etk wtbadP) 

3 F- JOSSBAYC22S)TTa»51Q12— ■ rC Mafrm 

4 50» UJR0 RUUAH (62S)-Jtoto 8 3D 12 Rj okoma 

5 340- MR BRUNO QjQ^ UBawa * ID M : BStonj 

BETTMftlMisrt InTIW Dark, lt4 Lent fortafeT-aSaray Kan, 134 

Ana Bay, 10-1 Hr bum 

| W -ee l FEDERATION BREWERY WCAP HURDLE 


1 FORM- 

2 swill 

3 00401 

4 6212-4 

5 MOO 


R^crtL—. 14-1 Gate Swwd* 



loocl SAM BERRY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
L±frJ £4500 added 2m 5f 

1 423Bf 

2 532«-2 
.3. 2*240- 

4 13400- 

5 56ft3S 

6 25054 

7 OPS 

8 13064 

mate Ha 

laaBoetoaM . 

AfrA l BUSINESS LINK novice handicap 

_LZ___I CHASE (CLASS E) £4J)75 added 3m3f 

1 0P56-2 CPSaSWOI gNQ QS) F >4H^fl611 10 — — -kDoM* | 

2 65044 WHTOWlBNDfTJkSsslItawSll lO-AThortDBV , 

3 PM42 OORPOWANWWOMBWtaluwTnSj^lbva I 

4 53P0-P aW3HBW0BI«mj»Or(l^ A JLpdWOCJd 10 11 £L8a»V 

5 ASM TWHtBBHm BO l»* 11109-- 

6 3432U taiHRSWiaiS(a4JjaA»w8102 — . — 7JMe*r 

aaWtelMttwetfcaktMODipoiariW^WrafcawSyrta*, , 

1M WNta Haamod, lMThaSwa^iar, aUtoodhaamw MAav 

(A on 1 WINTER wheat handicap chase 
2~5l] (CLASS E) £4,075 added 2m 5f 

1 U2032- 

2 2PJ31- NPWOrtlOqiCtaMawgTIPai-- A Ugrtaa 

3 P23P5 OlEOlEBfOSMBEMBsejplAlOfi AJahaaq 

4 oua2-6 MumyeKK! WJaemiiiD3 -lo-h— j 

5 2P6CV3 ANOfflBJIEJBICOJWRwBIDO GHoffaB 

-5d» d—d- 

ffim»r^u2n^KM^^llS»52ar M, 8-10b Ob, 
15-1 Jeonty SM 

I crag I WHITER BARLEY NOWCE HURDLE (CLASS 




racing results 


YORK 

2J0: 3L OURHHA (M FtoConti U-2: 2. 

WoBhunt B-L- & T«f«il 3-1 to. ItokJ 
m Haaon, East BmMgN. 1**, iBUDtgJO. 
£3.10. 1X30. 0 ft £19-30. CSf: £43 JB- NR: 
•ewaM.PemDsa.Tiln: £2320- . 

2^0: 1. RIMER'S lUSCM. (i F E0n)14-1. 

I fihpu i n Gor D m 1S U 3- 
4-amy Kb«dom lM.22fl.5-l totUat- 
b^£-MLEAIttoi4(dni8m|-1WK|g|ft 
SA30. £2.70. £2.10, £3jOQ. DR 
CSft £JJ0 l 77. HKSSt £L53aOS. Tdtt £2S44tt 
Nft law Who's ONWftia-v-Uvn. . , uafc , 
3Jth X. WINTER ROMANCE | MHW 
100-30: a. Waal* MbnWi 20-L3. B*Uki}r 
ka « 1. B iw. 6-5 Cansnus tftfi). 

DurtOB. NawnartfiO. Tow 

(3-7Q DF; £23 jo. CSF: £51-15. Wt W »nv 

rrwifl. 

3Aftl.MCIlCOWI.mD^i7*2.HO- 

nwaMa U-i 8. Dorapoor 4-L SO «kW 
to Hbtav. Stt-WL 2. U Fanahwa- Nej^W; 
••t). Tata; £1020: S3.90. £2Jft £l-7jt DF- 
£2730. Oft £53J& Wwt £203.40. T “ 
flSWa Atari atoonta' Inquk/. fi* •» 
PtoWntoe/eienoi _ _ 

Lfit L NOBLE DEMAND |R »«« 7'L 
2. 12-1:3. 

teewy v» rag z 

J Ranwsw. itwM. TbW £18.10; £3^°- 
tt»£19aDF!£53^0.CSP.£7MO-5«- 
■* MWJ4. 7te£3923a Nft AddTe* M; 
weltoBooi« 1 saddais'i**LArtirosto«nS 
iW^WjhMepbekmmmakwftfbltBWt 

- A«sL.souRsnMMOfftooii4-i;a. 

to»"d5-t:4. naWu 7-L««»». U-Ato 
topwtOim* «4m>. 7. (M BA 

NO. ihkK £5.60; fi qn n a n £2-80- 0^ 

LUtLOOU HEBRCSCBHSD-1: 2- RN' 
*»W.12-U3.aoM«nAna20-l:4.Jw H«l*- 
•w u- 1 at MB. M )t to ahortwfcKt, veto 


P*n***-XrK ttWftototogto 
£7 jo: £1-70. £S.7D. IH 30 , £330- DF. 
Sa20. CSf. £117^7. Tna w £201 434. tto 
1 1 imm (part wan). Mt Borwfitt PM*- 
55»ot««wn tod of U.71W330 earned 

pS»ftJM26A4. Haea E: £201^2. 

SNJSBUNt 

ses 

Wat £32-70; £17ft 

gS52caTO»Ti^«» m 

3JS0: L WMOOOT JpOUomWrtM. 1 

sftgsSSrgaS 

tUTWlM . 

f WKierta). 

a^DRn»SRg.T4.1Mtostow 

«asns 5? as vstssj 

Supama 1KU0K 3V* Z ¥*■ B Hewo-E 1 *- 


WkuMrt.lMa: £73Ct OM. £4M. £3.60. 
rvcODF: £122-50. CSft OOLSr.-lHeaW 
H364J4. Ubc £605.60. Mt Beau VNmaw, 
pmne ihB Bader. Hof Tone. 

■^y >i MUEQBrtMN(MJKhme)2-lfac 
2 . RtoWtoB »l: 3- tod 4-1. IS can. 2. 3Vk 

£17^85^0 (pan tore pool of 

^^o*itoStoWfl.l|iiatoc|E£l443a 
£7.T94S5l Ptaoe St £978.74. 

. . FONTWELL 

- 2 ^ 3. 0SOIISK <A P McCty 4-9 to: 2. 

Bto toaetti Bit a HUB 7*L » an- Si 
(U Pipe). ItoW £130; tua £2.90. £3-40. 
□ft £&90L CSft £5-37. Tito: £53 0 . 

3J0c LHC KNOWS TK RULES (B PDMf) 
7-1: 2. MW Do* 14-t A OmoBb Aet 4Dt 
35 WV 4-5toTV««Skto. l’MRBUGk- 
ioi. 1UK £4.00; £l-40 r £4J0 . 1950. Oft 
S.10. CSft iaa37. to £3oaaa 
&3fcl. BMARSORI JKWE (APMeaw 2-9 
to 2- John Mar 25-U 3. Ma rin a Praat- 
MM. 4 I»2& dto (P MM. TOW 
£150, DP £3-Ga CSP-1SA7. 

4mTi. BUTWir OUTBURST (Aft WCBtf 
S-l^-RomaMn 9-1: 3. fiwry^ WdaM to 
7 mn. y s s. (Mto S WBOT- Ttoe £3060: 
£?nn £3.00. DP £13.60. CSft£*232- 
4 Sds i. RjOBMIG RWER (ABSM) 14-L 3. 

-Jazxv RaOto 33-A to& HaBn-ltol 20-3. 

S *26.70; £4 JO. 

flS. £A80. DF; £28^0. CSF: £33U3L Wd- 

V sSlHil pf Atouid 12 - 1 : 2. Gam 

0B^2-ltoXtotoStoN3-l.aim. 

2feS^ 

f7t q DR £34-20. CSFi £3&4S. IHOK 

jBafsUM-' 

pSSfc £ira.ea Pino* B:.£137-S4- 


HYPERION 

255 Ma le A ita-Mou 4J5IKbCanry 

255 POLAR PIWCE (nap) 4A0 CeWc Pageant 

355 Sancknoor Chambray 510 Bin Cyclone 

340 Dnshyantor (nb) S40 Georgina 

Gome: Good. 

S EklAft tf-OflOldS i m ipl^ rl iT. lMM, 

DRAW ADVANTAG& High for at Low Bm (Vip JOT. 

B UM ntww, atoip and mvtalulng The Ef ewae b die 

IConwhSofion. I Staton dte eemre of London. Hireerifl«jqrsM 


fBnr ito be** a neiwus m tea 

Soton House Sales » Newmartet ai Mowmber. toSarm MM wdar wn 1 a 
ns 0DO5W! when Dettah (bwa Mtod m » Yak on «Mtod«and Mtow W * itara 
to beta enw»»TD to nmsrti jusace. present arms wd towato d***®*! 

Ston in the tm- ftatong Tork hamacap ne contested dais “ **" .StJK 

to mate una We leeway on me York runner-m Sun d wnn r 5"25SJ2iStMS£^ 
of better tom than oat He toad the cur In the pound fan Mjjmywre 
«««won Ke«GearBB W day ant cane hone two and * Mf 
and Rutoan Miac. who has since run a dnaa tod to Ccn ttf 

to*«ViafcHeatosho>redhsaowacBnonafan MW«u rto ct i*»anwtogqy^fig : 


at Doncaster in Jh» and he lad Sandmoor Ctogpwjg !3 S t l S £ ]! L^ l 5 
at day. ns ewM U (a&rth) and DenM Htooaoto ti*w todmcaw *Jt << 


tow that day. nsa q g M M (ftgttu aid PmOB Btoeandy U3M 
to race wrtyAmyasftoffl Sandmoor ChafpOWMVlort and 


i Datfi Rhapsody ma> 


■Cttnse » S or unm •] &n tan d>e eenue or London. Ttiree nltonr aumns serve (be 
***■ l«ah» tram Vkuria and WNofoo) and Ok ueaiwEpoom Downs f\»p. 

^)^1tototea(tow(t2iailagCimatoVlctnlB).AIHIlSa(m:|leaitieBS!6 
(f 6 W K-war-atol^h Gwndsand A Paddock ilO; UnedNe Bncfcwure £S (aecon- 
tod nnder-I tm toe aB encfcMums). CASPABKi Free. 

■ LEADING TftAINtBS: E Hjuukjo- 16 wioaers frnui 140 rumeia Btoa a aneres ratio 
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KzADBJG JOCKEYS: ttotBAtorSt toafimtlOifatoatasamcearadDor 19.1% 


tarr®mad^ he n n»^ w to nandcappw. s ito to Fwaqnew dm b^^rL 

HekwiBda whactoaKHBStameBtg»ace<Btoaaaaod)yO t * winll ” e , t * n 5,^ s y 
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wmhefarerwwnftiewBiofl5cngowdMOlmiyaito a»ntonM >gJ^^^» 
San Sud in toe Sepscmhar, Smoh nttsan asms 


wSt S Buboa- 16-wkmaafmni 1-40 niflie’ « aa erp -s mto 

13(Na09(143%);LontHB«tatoM> 10 Oram as (3R5N); J Dn- 

k 
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■t^ADWGJmjLtsiS: Pat Eddery 21 tons &uh 110 rides toes a aoccearado of 19.1V 

ttoba (4.40) tontow aw 

OTCgl VARIANT HEARNS & HOY WATER HANDICAP 
L"®J (CLASS O £10500 added l«4f lDyds £7^60 


1 -04053 MCESOSUTEODffOiDSQtol) PQfe5913 

2 COOT MM 5A to M W»GafoSoBm^ttfctoOBtoai49a 

3 CB 3553 TBMAttBWtU) 68 ancrSdenMIBtor 59]0 

4 tuna km. R oonnoMjmaiiYY twsiaaito ramus 4 99_ 

5 . 30*460 toKCOOBBlMmiAOliBtoOhtomBeS 

6 334 IROFMrarmjOcto IMM6 taw3?3: 

7 541200 I toOM MA ST gtoWw«*ftoSiua lady Haie»3 30- 

8 21002 PROSPBU nrnsWsGamrSenaad) Ns Alton 4813. 

9 1035 WdaOMK{ltoS>DMlWtoHOaea3B12 


-JQnhaaBJDJ 
iftoetarll 35 
J Stoat S 96 

'm mi 10 94 
lEddwylS 89 
DdnsaM n 
JtCtofcU 85 
KMs 13 M 


30 06640 ROW^DN (S3) nftoUBErCtoto MB POtttad SSI! — RHsHhf3)B S9 

11 -2*4312 WaUraito{a2]0KI&R*MOBRIMB»4B9 MFutesS 96 

H2 213-25 DOM£ESPHESSO(2D6)£BWH®nSUJeftnKon3S6 Mtofctoi72O0 

13 034422 nCEDOIICMMBZJ8))m0tMtoNdltontilJtai384ja>toy(M9V 95 

14 006023 NOBUMNE tlfl) (Ito 8MCMitoSK>«ip)PHRB3 8 2 flCartw4 83 

15 000035 T0ISAmPto&tWl«BQttjy3710 -- IQtoa 65 

toton setfc to 10 b. toe naadtop mHk Tuba as 6b. 

BETWfe 64. UN Of Btoy. M Uytohato *4 Daaea So Setba, Pease. ShataNeae, M Nat 
Bos feno*MNa to 10-lRwaaadi Su, 32-lFrasdoa Ctoaw, 14-1 Arte Canto, Mato- 


A na ttolfrlPeBMatlmMan. then BtoL natal SaalnvH-lTHa 
19B8: leatfneSpn 4 9^ 32 R Mb 12-1 CVW dm ta 18 an 
FORM OUSE 

Hat Hoo Ytoooar it mcmstfcg • having Jpuied R»8 Akahuto Own Dick Hem. Altnoupi das 
top void mm too *natp band an HMHao varan* tam ten w- n« town ten* 
ffned over 14 tudonp at Yanaowh end 15 trtongs at Fofkactone. AnotJwron to lat S 
possWes B Oanea So Sufte, ewn tf ho has been a to below torn erf Me. He put in some 
sold efforts las year, however, metora when tooth of 20 10 Battar Olfor in to Tow Sun- 
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soa and ffto, bea run mo form judtod on »a tecent Ungtato aecond to Bold Bunar m toft 
porno. Thfc la a denar race, w torn am quanorKeann atoinat mo» of to fteM tor 
one maaon or anotor end Prospeio canto 9to ton ton laat Ome. Ha anaped toe a gW- 


pade at Neamailet (120 at to end erf June. Selection: PROSPERO 

I o ' oe' l ROOF UNITS FORTUNE STAKES (listed race) Egges 
1^-^°! (CLASS A) £16^50 added lm 134yds £U£55 

1 211332 P0IMPBMCEnR|CD|(MaCn«mSMenn(UlaMi497 RCotoen 7 112 

2 502053 AIMJSMMAKfcjRIAHIunWKUtfiMSl MBUnBlOS 

3 -24013 DmCflGBUeE(Z3)Kkap5eton0ntlBMlng491 aitofor31Q3 

4 40404 «BHrcnY(U)(P!{>itoSictMKBuiN691 SSndesB 98 

5 21-303 CRWSONTtop3)(OiHntoHMOJMi389 T Otoe « 104 

6 1-2221 BOT0M(DSA)&3)(HBRitaNtfcuuii)DMaW389 BCsrtBrllD7 

7 008361 OMAHA CITY (1^ 9nin 6UW US B Gmy3 S 9 KMkn3103 

8 1- mETWVHt (USA) (377) y Ati kBajH C»C i 3 8 4 WRjn6100 

BEHWe: M CiianM IMa, 11-4 Best Rher, 7-2 MfllHO, B-l Na Prtnee, 16-1 ObmOb Qty, 
12-1 toakhak, u-1 Daatoc hnto, 18-1 «y 

ISBfo (to coeeepanM nee 

FOAM GUIDE 
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Cape Croat m a to m iner m art at Sandown 23 days kfahasi hoswbs under m- 
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tkm mid In tocko^etatosand he feaned asp lentos beMnd to prtnopals. Jolin Hm 
toe tom mad Cranaan nde hMHy and he oenaMy has e future If tort are no more set- 
acte. ABhouto to ran poorly m to Derae after his FMdan Stakes IN to mertnO tou to 
Fatal, to s howed a Sandown ttot he MD pcee nm e a hap of pofontM- The trip Is on to 
Mtotodde,tMhtofenafifun«iMhM(lmnniapowrofgDodandhBgeBtonodo«r 

Intiitolx. Devid Mofl^B 00 K had oondioone n Ms towur In a one-mae conditions ewnt at 
Ooncasar « Juy aid Arty beet Huston and HI Nod. ihx vm hk Dot ran efoce bang beat- 
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itor to Efetati and totor to Goodwood wto eta was quotod Bt ofy 10-1 for to One Uxasand 
Guanoes. She could be vay good, tot On s a decant tact tor tor. Polar Moca won to 
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tdtob and 17t> to to Cecfl fly. Batoctlrar CWM80WTCE 

-ooel M All COfUnomG RATH) HANDICAP (CLASS 
S) £1LK0 atkted lm 2f lBvds £7212 

1 144&0 nffiVBir(U)ntotoShilUi«Bd)LCuraN497 HRobadal 78 

2 MOD H U3EW AiaC(0Bl8(U)WWRHft«cefoliiStoTan)PCak495-.Tqrtei4 98 

3 sumo OANEH toUPSOPT (16) (D) |OnltoMtoVHBntai4 813 Fart Edday 6 102 

4 461122 SAM)iraCHAIMMrrt0)(O!m(S.tonMTEBlt)y6810 — Stoeda*7100 

5 ■ 141- RM3tUSBpOB}(KAbdJtoHOecd388 K Mail 102 

6 12300 ABCIB(USA)(IRmChrtliii(toDinK0JGoadBn485 Sited 2 1U 

7 05-155 UM0Btl3»8utonSto9RNMiifi485 _U Farter 3 1D3 

8 211212 ANNW (39 (■$&) (HR HStoanAtenad Shah) &y Keleaq> 46 4-R fortes [S)$' 94 

Mhtauar M9pr as 44i Toe toq*ap 7« UttkaMi SB lh. 
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Rtoyaody, AaMto M. ArtOHL 1M Vbrab 

4 810 R tu 5-1 tor « Jdnton) dm <71 11 an 


fo^TTl SEPTEMBER SfAKES(&tiap3J (CLASS A) f»V»Org2n 

atkted 3m 4# WytisPenrfty^ value SSfl^AO \ \ 

1 02661 USHXMT0R|USN(2to|0)IK«haMHCtal495— KR*s*JJ4 
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5 | 
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1BBB: Saownen; 5 9 5 W 9 Swtun 11-2 <M (9 7 aw 

FOSBONAS tea ne* nai anoe Bom atom owtantotoeMSanaoen 

m May. but is h&wjes end coidd be to sort o enoyfe pddan ddbgiy H e c onceded 

wertK eOraund when wrvMic to Prneeta Of tote's StMaarNManertct 14 mom*. 

api - baawaSinffpwl - and ran m venous courtnasaltor tot, rnduden s ton e to n 
heed aeeond *1 Group One comoany at Dussetoorf. He ShMdd pc to ate artace mat 
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wnhsitarabutlaclwigpacewnenamatWM. SelaWnn: POSEXMAS 

fA m l WffED HOUSE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5000 

**■^1 added 2Y0 6f Panattv Vatoa £3JtO- 

1 312 BUMW fMRBsttoBkre MM Rtonaon 9 7 

2 Elia SHWPWOTW((^Hunvhto»MPieMC9 3_ - -------JtoadteB 

3 422210 B BBM I M 6WUIHTPaT){Cn)gfcraKlGwriFbatotlrtlM8rtB13--l(Prtwi4 

4 336* BOM— PrtWWp Rjr tocogCAImBB — tortto DsywCT g 

5 001531 MMCl— f(T)0)i tac ftBmB M r i lB9HTWtor88l8M k torttea F 

6 135220 WO NOSE M [D)tMeaaltaEUnMBlMan86 OlMdarlB 

7 0543 BifWMraeiramnTiifTwejrrrfsmriinwriAMrnrBT — 

8 34622 JUB7AMPWPrnMEm»igU>>Bktn)iainv7C....- ■ P rt n ttowa2 

9 540 COOlBltomt(37)l)ta6DadiandToAMn9K0uto7]O URtorS 

— ^ ■ 
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re A fi \ WCHAELX LONSDALE MEDIAN AUCTION MADOl STAKES 
^1 (CLASS D) £4,550 added 2VD7T Penalty Value £3,420 

1 05 GKMHCU 06) Oat Ada tone * Jw 90 -J<>**2 

2 6? CnBM8BMr(ranMftoyStoqrMaonplRAMIis>9ll S Sm d wi l 

3 DSONCIM MICE (U9A) (taw Mdfi tod Hwttpfcn SO Wfo»a3 

4 00 NNBS HUSSAR (20) (WHPoraorayi POM 90 JOrtaB 

5 00 tAUEmUto(30)(tel*(SaMcCdb)GLms90 BCtoarS 

6 HMNDHAR<Aba6aAU0ato)GtSW90 taiEddwyia 

7 0 PEQHJCMO (82) iSuwScmtHS) DCMC0CI90 AOadt* 

8 20 iWT5 FOUJ (39) (BF)U Itr; SMncnfl Viteson&eert V Jwrt 90 RCBdaana7 

9 0224 SnME0FDESnnp0)PF)(PHaH»BUaaran90 0 tortirlfi 

10 00 2ROE(ia)GSlE«<Mr0UH3ynto»O Marta Dsyw (3) 9 

11 0 wren lfl« (USA) OTlBteteClMti) PR waters 9 AHcBtosa5 

12 00 9ROBVBIORICSSCZ7)(RESarplBrtPOa(StoH|on>89 RHetoOllB 

13 05 MARCH POURtBBOH USA) (14) 0*v fatten Remo) JGoaJen 8 9 SHW12 

14 2 MHEOFUIVEf43)(BF)(VSHariFi)ilOthdar8B XFMoalO 

18 5 MSABAKl)<kWanraaSataSMj(tn8R89 MltobatoM 

-IBdbdMd- 

BIIMT4CrtbNprt,WMaBlto lU9toeeQtDMtok74RWIiMgr,mGaMaaer 
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199to Sto-llHi 2 9 0 S Saiden ^6 tor (R AMUB! «BM) 111 9 can 

rcTrfl DEAN* WOOD MAiDOl HANDICAP (CLASS E) £Afl2S added 
7 f Penaftv Value £3ri25 

1 043 BM name (USA) us (Manned Obnaaj C tonan 3 9 10. MMnrtdfi 

2 3622C KAUIRIt9)(BftlAFae&k)WRnB39B TtfctalS 

3 342043 50Ut1tBM(qikrtawRac>«UBcl395 MMam4 

4 OOO HOSULE HATht f309) (S Luy) R Giesr * 9 4 PBfaeaMd9 

5 40245 MAIOAXA(T2) (TheSwgaoy VSoa«39 4 RCecbteal7 
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7 0-5005 COLD LAZARtSdUMs fetenMd&)Rftltex392 GMrtSV 

8 024336 0CtMMNU.(2G(UBPWKBiB)RKam490 XFrt»14B 

9 063005 PC H r t bl P UFH (2p)(telPBtace)SDte390 Stednll 

10 30000 l DORM (104) BottA total PM) A MB 4 8 12 AMbOom2 

11 660063 OOIBAIC(25)UDlrPlKrt)CDw|er38U 6 Carter 13 

12 050600 Ua9ErJME5(miMsJesBcaOarie9-iane5)GQades-Jones486 CCk(7)U 

13 043333 DANnGffl (GBAnry) H0£ra<af£3 B6 DrieGfeagaSV 

14 00000 fiSEAT CH^ (109) [Mrs 5 Sod Jans 4 8 4 NDvG 

15 00060 TREVOR WICHBL(19lUBJrteSrt0iBBdar 383 lOsbeirt 

16 -02060 BACnMMBtpqaessrltertQRMfosrrU KMrta^lH 

17 00060 PRBSAGAMP4)U5aqB)P>toKB>571] Ulkn;(D7 

-tf dW ed- 

BETTW6: 7-2 Artaiid, 4-1 Star Taa. 03 OctartaM, 7-1 Bto CycfctM, Drttoa. 10-1 Oabana. Par- 
foct Foppi, 12-1 Matato, 14-1 Vrtat Jonee, 20-1 dUms 
1996c Me awMponMnRate 

E Aftl LEVY BOARD MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 added 
3VD lm 134yds PenMty Value £3^71 

1 o assaRErnBA)m(KYindjia590 xnrtoa4 

2 034 ER5F SONG ((SA) (32) PF)(KAb(Ub)R Oaten 90 SSMfasB 

3 26 line (57) fManAllMiflDC Bartow 90 RCoctoaMU 

4 0500-0 FAUSAim(2ra(Usl«rtW(aHMrtSDow90 II Robots 2 

5 0 TREATY (USA) (Z2) (HAmjEM) KAMI 90 Marts Dwyer R 5 

6 5 ArtElAG6(17) [Dr Cornel U) RAnnsnCB B GCwterfi 

7 53 na» 6 »tA (123 {S 0 e»«i Ahmed W MatoxnD W Han B 9 PartEddarylD 

8 -06850 JUYWOOp7)OMsJWUiaaiov8PHMart89 H Henry (3) 8 

9 40423 UWVBinWM»FortiSBD«))SYlBas89 .VRyaal 

10 ’ 48 9HA8MMnED{74) QMih UotairrECt J(toden89 £ Mtod7 

11 -63233 1iiMPnWAPM|(U)R9illtoBMrtPnantil»ni89 RHartd(3)3 

-Udactotad- 

BEITMtoMawSeaM 1M Ceagaa, 4-1 law S-lSMMBarasa.frllmaVtata% 12-1 AMa 

laao, M-l Bbartortttad, 20-1 oOnk 

1996: Sitamow 3 8 9 T Qiim 9-2 (P CoteJ (ta*n 0) 9 wi 
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Goulding 
pays a 
special 
penalty 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 

The Si Helens and Great Britain 
scrum-half Bobbie Goulding 
has almost certainly played bis 
Iasi match for die dub this sea- 
son after being given a unique 
two-tiered suspension. 

Goulding was sent off for a 
high tackle on Jamie Matlhiou 

during the Super League match 
against Leeds on 25 August. He 
has been banned for four 
matches, or until 20 October, 
whichever is the sooner. 

Thai meaas that, even if 
Sainis go all the way to die Pre- 
miership final at Old Trafford, 
Goulding will be ruled out of 
their World Club Championship 
quarter-final at Brisbane. 

If. on the other hand, they axe 
knocked out in the next round 
of both competitions, Goulding 
win still be free to play - if se- 
lected - for Great Britain in the 
threc-Test series against Aus- 
tralia in November, despite hav- 
ing served only a two-match ban. 

It is an ingenious - and rather 
slippery - wav of avoiding dam- 
aging British prospects in that 
scries. The St Helens chief ex- 
ecutive. David Howes, said: 
“We arc grateful to the enm- 
mhtcc for taking an hour to con- 
sider the case and for taking into 
account both dub and country." 

Even though it is lighter than 
expected, the ban completes a 
miserable season for Goulding. 
He was suspended for eight 
matches, reduced on appeal to 
six. for a high tackle on Wigan's 
Ned Cowie in a Challenge Cup 
tie; he has been stripped of the 
St Helens captaincy after devel- 
oping an increasingly stormy re- 
lationship with his coach. Shaun 
McRae, and some of his team- 
mates; most seriously of aU. his 
newborn daughter has been crit- 
ically 01 in hospital. 

Matlhiou is still out of Leeds' 
side to play Oldham on Monday 
because of the after-effects of his 
concussion. He was unconscious 
for five minutes after the tackle. 

Castleford have transfer-list- 
ed the winger Jason Roach and 
hooker Lee St. Hilaire, who were 
both signed last November, and 
have released another winger. 
Dicoon Edwards, who has re- 
joined Leeds rugby union dub. 

Carl Metcalfe has resigned as 
chairman of Keighley, citing 
poor health and threats to him- 
self ami his family. Metcalfe, who 
has been in charge during a year 
of financial turmoil which has 
seen the dub in administration, 
has also quit as a director. 


Owl Creek 
benefits from 
long build-up 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Blenheim 

Katie Mcacham rode Owl 
Creek for almost three hours 
before yesterday’s dressage 
test and it proved an effective 
ploy, since her li-year-old 
horse now holds the lead in the 
Blenheim VauxhaU Monterey 
International Horae Trials. 

Meacham, who represented 
Britain in Ibe 1991 European 
Championships, knew that 
Owl Creek could get tense in 
the dressage and she was glad 
the extra work had made him 
more relaxed. 

The rearranged programme 
means that the horse will have 
two days to recover from yes- 
terday’s exertions and prepare 
for the cross-country, which 
now takes place on Sunday. 

Meacham holds a 2.8p[ ad- 
vantage over Nicky McDonnell 
on William Hill, who moved 
into second place towards the 
end of the day. Until Meacham 
and McDonnell appeared on 
the scene. Sarah Bullen had 
held the lead for more than six 
hours on Double TrusL 

In common with most of the 
other riders, both Meacham 
and Bullen were pleased to 
find Mike Etheruigton-Smith, 
ihe course designer here and 
at the Sydney Olympics in the 
year 2000, has built a more at- 
tacking and less technical 
cross-country course than Iasi 
year. They are also delighted 
that the going is just about per- 
fect. 

Results, Digest, page 27 
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Gunnell has 


mind set on 


new hurdles 


Mike Rowbottom hears how Britain's 
former Olympic 400m hurdles champion 
is preparing to bow out before turning 
her attention to her four-legged friends 


Some time in tbe next few 
months. Sally Gunnell is going 
to sit herself down with five years’ 
worth of press cuttings and read 
about a great athlete: herself 

Tbe reports she has stockpiled, 
but not looked at. since winning 
the 19*0 Olympic title are like- 
ly to deepen the realisation of all 
she has done in a career which 
ends at Gateshead tomorrow. 

-It is just starting to sink in 
now." said the 3 1 -year-old who. 
just three years ago. held the 
Olympic, world. Common- 
wealth and European tides at 
400 metres hurdles, as well as 
the world record. 

Her decision to retire - tak- 
en in Athens last month when 
a calf injury ended her ambi- 
tions of regaining her world ti- 
tle - came shortly after a s imila r 
announcement from Britain's 
other Olympic champion of 
j 992. Linford Christie. 

Christie's first reaction on 
hearing the news was one of dis- 
belief." ’’She's got years still 
ahead of her," he said. 

True enough. But Gunnell 
has decided that they no longer 
need to be years given up to the 
spartan dedication of the world 
class athlete. 

-Linford had a total passion 
for running." she said. ‘‘But as 


I said to him at the time, I didn’t 
have the modvadon to win any 
more. I didn't think I could go 
out and train for another year." 

The strain of recovering from 
two traumatic injuries to her 
Achilles tendons had plundered 
her resources. And when her ris- 
ing hopes and returning confi- 
dence were crushed down by yet 

another injury last month, she 
knew what she had to do- 

“It’s funny really," she said. 
“But in January 1995 I was 
frighteningly fit - fitter than 1 
had ever been. My goal was to 
break the world record again, 
and 1 think 1 pushed it a little 
bit too hard. After 1995, 1 was 
always having to play catch-up. 

“When I made my decision 
I felt an enormous sense of re- 
lief, as if something had been 
lifted from my shoulders. Now," 
she added, hunching her shoul- 
ders and rubbing her bands 
briskly together, “it feels like a 
new beginning." 

She has, however, one re- 
maining fixture to honour - a 
200m relay in tomorrow's Bupa 
Grand Prix. Thereafter she is 
free - or relatively so. She still 
has endorsement deals with, 
among others. Mizuno sports 
shoes and Berlei bras. 

She is lending her name to Fit 




benefits 
from Brawn 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 

reports from Monza 


Amid tbe ritual frenzy of this 
weekend’s gathering here, Ross 
Brawn may be even more con- 
spicuous than usual. 

Tbe large, bespectacled Eng- 
lishman is a difficult man to miss 
in the Ferrari camp, and he h3s 
earned widespread recognition 

for his influence since joining 
the team as technical director 
at the beginning of the year. 


Brawn has brought order, 
logic and a sense of direction, 
providing Michael Schumacher 
with the opportunity to exploit 


Sally Gunnell talking yesterday of her new-found passion for equestrianism 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Stop gym company, an organi- 
sation which plans to open a 
number of clubs around the 
country in the next three years. 
There are plans, too, to extend 
the start she made in television 
when she presented the series 
Body Hem. Other projects are 
also likely to divert her. As she 
said of her husband in Athens 
- “The pressure is all on him 
now. He's got to support me and 
get me pregnant. 1 * 

For the moment, though, 
Gunnell is preparing for the po- 
tentially difficult occasion of say- 
ing goodbye to a sport which has 
occupied a central position in her 
life for 15 years. “It wfll feel 
strange to run my last race,” she 
said. “It is bound to be a huge 


emotional thing for me. I'm not 
sure bow I will feel on Monday." 

Her farewell comes at the 
end of a week in which she, 
along with milli ons of others, 
has been deeply upset by the 
death of Princess Diana. The 
hotel in which she spoke yes- 
terday was next to Kensington 
Palace, with a view of the flow- 
ers and cards wedged into the 
railings- She had brought her 
own posy of flowers up from her 
farmhouse on the edge of the 
South Downs to lay in tribute, 

“It was an absolute shock 
when I heard the news,” she 
said. “Diana was the only one 
of the Royals I hadn’t met, but 
sbe was the one I wanted to 
meet out of all of them, really." 


Three months before Di- 
ana’s visit to Angola to publi- 
cise tbe campaign to ban land 
mines, GunneD h ari mad e a sim- 
ilar visit - also at the request of 
the Red Cross. “It was amaritw 
watching her documentary of 
the visit the other night," Gun- 
nell said. “I recognised all the 
places and people she meL" 

The Angolan trip was not 
without dangers. But Gunnell’s 
fears concern something near- 
er home - a horse called Eric. 

She and her husband own a 
half stake in Eric, a highly 
promising showjumper, the oth- 
er half belonging to its rider, 
Chris Ellis . 

Gunnell's Olympic ambitions 
have been transferred to a four- 


legged runner - the dream is to 
get Eric to Sydney in 2000. 

“Training horses is not a mil- 
lion miles away from training 
athletes," she said. “You have 
to prepare them very carefully." 

Gunnel] ofall people is aware 
of the potential dangers of over- 
training. Eric is currently rest- 
ing for three months in a field. 

The next competitive derision 
faring G unn ell will be whether 
to follow her husband into 
showjumping. “He is already 
competing at some smaller 
meetings on his horse, Corky. It 
freaks me out a little bit when 
I see him jumping. I’m not sure 
Pve got the bottle for thaL But 
maybe Hi feel the competitive 
urge in six months' time." 


Redgrave’s crew to keep emotions in check 


Rawing 

HUGH MATHESON 
reports from Lac Aiguebelette 


Britain's Olympic champions. 


not just the ever-winning Steve 
Redgrave and Matthew PinsenL 


Redgrave and Matthew PinsenL 
but also Greg Searle. won 
through to their respective finals 
of the World Championships 
here in France yesterday. 


The coxless four, who also in- 
cluded Tim Foster and James 
Cracknell, controlled their 
semi-final from the start, dock- 
ing 5rain 57.85sec. 

Italy fought hard in the last 
500 metres to finish second in 
5:58,43, but they must have 
been aware that the British 
crew were not at full power. “It 
is the final on Saturday that 
counts and there was no point 


in lots of fireworks today," said 
Redgrave, who is one race away 
from his sixth world title. 

The final, in which the French 
should provide the strongest op- 
position, coincides with the fu- 
neral of Diana, Princess of Whies. 
“It’s a very difficult situation," 
Redgrave said. “We’D concen- 
trate on our race, but well be at 
home very much in our hearts." 

Withdrawing from the com- 


petition was not an option. 
“The world championships are 
a one-off event,” Redgrave said. 
“People in the crew may not Ik 
again in the position to be in a 
world final I'm sure everybody 
at home would feel the same." 

Searle made tbe final of the 
single sculls at his first attempt 
in a thrilling race inwhich he 
moved from fifth place to second. 

“I kept my eyes in the boat 


knowing that my training times 
compared well and that they’d 
struggle to live with me,” he said. 

The British double sculls of 
Gillian Lindsay and Miriam 
Batten continued to exceed ex- 
pectations by cniising,to victo- 
ry in the semi-finals and 
securing the preferred central 
lane in the finaL 

The women’s pair had to re- 
organise at short notice when 


Cath Bishop went down with flu. 
Francesca Zinc was promoted 
from the eight to row with Dot 
Bladrie in the semi-final and die 
pair were in second place until 
the final sprint when they were 
passed on the line by Russia. 

A third spot was enough to 
take Jane Hall into her first 
world final m the Ughtweightsin- 
gle sculls. 

Results, Digest, page 27 



Pressure mounts for 
Farry’s resignation 




PHIL SHAW 


A former dumper-truck driver 
from Glasgow^ East End makes, 
on the face of it an unlikely bed- 
fellow for those members of the 
Royal Family accused of in- 
sensitivity and misjudgement in 
the build-tip to the funeral of Di- 
ana, Princess of Whies tomorrow. 

Pressure was mounting yes- 
terday on Jim Farry, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Scottish Football 
Association, over his alleged in- 
transigence in the face of calls 
to reschedule Scotland's World 


On Wednesday, four mem- 
bers of Craig Brown’s squad an- 
nounced they were not prepared 
to play tomorrow. Only then did 
the SEA appear to acknowledge 
the depth of popular feeling. 
Late that evening, it announced 
a new time of 2pm on Sunday. 

While a rush to judgement 
might have spared Fairy the 
wrath of politicians, press and 


scape gardener, forry joined the 
SFA as an office administrator, 
was headhunted by the Scottish 
League, and at 25 became its 


E ublic, it would not necessarily 
ave been prudent Any new 


Cup qualifier against Belarus. 
Tbe Labour MP for Clydes- 
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Tbe Labour MP for Clydes- 
dale, Jimmy Hood, claimed Bar- 
ry should resign after “an act of 
such arrogance it beggars belief". 
Donald Fmdlay QC, vice-chair- 
man of Rangers, demanded an 
inquiry into a delay which had 
“caused the nation so much 
anger and embarrassment". 

The match was originally 
due to be played at Aberdeen 
at 3pm tomorrow, at a time 
when tbe funeral cortege will be 
travelling up the Ml. Despite 
Belarus' early declaration of 
their willingness to play on Fri- 
day, Hury continued to main- 
tain that the game would go 
ahead as planned. 


have been prudent Any new 
date was sure to prompt protests 
from their rivals to qualify, par- 
ticularly Sweden. Moreover, 
Belarus were reluctant to play 
on Sunday because they have an- 
other game on Wednesday. 

Such difficulties, phis tbe need 
to liaise with Grampian Rilke 
and Fifa, world football’s ruling 
body, were what forty had in 
mind when he spoke of “insur- 
mountable logistical problems". 

Campbell Ogilvie, Rangers' 
secretary and a member of the 
SFA's international committee, 
suggested it was Fife, not for- 
ry, who had been inflexible. 
“They wanted the game to go 
on as scheduled, but after the 
outcry there seemed to be a shift 
in their stance. Criticism of 
Jim Fhrry has been made by 
those not fully informed.” 

Following a stmt as a soil -shov- 
eller and truck driver for a land- 


League, and at 25 became its 
yonngest-ever secretary. In 1990, 
he succeeded Ernie Winker to the 
SFAs top post. Five years on, he 
said he considered himself “one 
of the best administrators in 
Europe". A fondness for words 
like “cognisant” and “promul- 
gate" cemented perceptions of 
pomposity. 

Likewise the lengthy memo 
forty sent to the Scottish Cup 
finalists warning against exces- 
sive celebrating. He also put a 
bureaucratic block on a friend- 
ly at Inverness in aid of Bosn- 
ian war refugees. 

His wish is that the mod- 
ernisation of Hampden Park will 
prove a monument to his reign, 
to which end he remarked that 
the Cup final in 2000 might be 
one occasion when he is not 
booed. A reporter quipped: “Is 
it going to be played behind 
dosed doors, then?" 

Party joined in the laughter, 
yet his insistence that he saw “no 
reason to apologise" for the Be- 
larus fiasco means his legacy is 
likely to be rather different. Per- 
haps the SFA’s patron could of- 
fer advice on PR skills. Sadly, 
the Queen seems to have prob- 
lems of her own in that area. 


Bignall finds net for 
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Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 



The early front-runners in the 
race for the GM VauxhaJl Con- 
ference title are three clubs who 
were not among the bookmak- 
ers' pre-season favourites for the 
crown. If they beat Yeovil at Hie 
Shay tonight the 66-1 outsiders 
Halifax Town will top the table, 
while Southport (40-1 j are cur- 
rently in second place. 

However, at present both 
clubs are trailing behind More- 
cambe, who lead the vyay with 
13 points from five games and 
were 20-1 before the season. 
Following an opening-day draw 
against Leek, the Shrimps, as 
the Lancashire seaside dub are 
known, have overcome 
Gateshead, Hayes, Kid- 
derminster and Telford to give 


their manager, Jimmy 
Harvey, a pleasing start to the 
new campaign and earn him the 
August “manager of the 
month" award. 

“I'm not surprised - at our 
start," Harvey, the former Tran- 
mere and Hereford midfielder, 
said yesterday. “We're a good 
team, a footballing team. We’re 
not well-off like Stevenage and 
others in our league. We can’t 
afford big transfer fires, so we 
sign players on free transfers, we 
work with them and we allow 
them to play." 

Harvey has made only two ad- 
ditions to last season’s squad: 
Dairen Hughes, a left-bock from 
Exeter, ana Kenny Mayers, a 
midfielder from Choricy. His top 
man this season has been a for- 
ward he signed from Stevenage 
late last season: Mike Bignall, a 
former Wrexham trainee, who 


has hit four league goals this sea- 
son to take his tally for the 
Shrimps to 12 in 17 games. 
“He's a terrific scorer," Harvey 
said. “He's young and he's gpt 
plenty of ability - he's a natur- 
al predator, fike John Aldridge.” 

Morecambe have a tough 

away game at Ffednesford on 
Sunday, when Southport, who 
trail ihe Shrimps only ou goal 
difference but have played a 
grim e more, entertain Slough. 

The Conference has re- 
arranged all its fixtures sched- 
uled for tomorrow, as have all 
the senior semi-professional 
leagues. Tbe Football Associa- 
tion has cancelled all FA Caris- 


berg Vase first qualifying round 
ties due to be played "tomorrow. 


One tie* Someisham v Warbovs, 
is being staged tonight, with the 


rest spread between Sunday 
and Thursday. 






the job. There is so much po- 
tential and enthusiasm here. • 
•‘Even during August, when 
Italv is basically closed, we had 
no difficulty finding companies 


no fumcuiiy luiume — _ 

willing to produce parts for us 
because we’re Ferrari- On a per- 


ly to deliver Ferrari their first dri- 
vers’ championship in 18 years. 

Sunday's Italian Grand Prix, 
however, will be critical to Schu- 
macher’S duel with Jacques Vfl- 
leneuve. He heads the standings 
by 11 points, with five races re- 
maining. It was 12 until yester- 
day, when Mika Hakkinen was 
stripped of his third place in the 
Belgian Grand Prix because of 
fuel irregularities, and the Ca- 
nadian moved up from sixth to 
fifth. McLaren-Mercedes were 

fined $50,000 (£31,000). 

Another victory here and sure- 
ly the wait for the faithful will be 
over. ThaL at least, is how they 
see it and thaL in turn, is why 
Schumacher is wary. Emotions 
and expectations are in danger 
of careering out of control ados- 
sic scenario for the Prancing 
Horse to frill flat on its face. 

Never will Brawn's composed 
presence be more reassuring for 
Schumacher. They worked to- 
gether at Benetton and won two 
championships. Schumacher wiD 
feel no one is better equipped, 
technically, and temperamental- 
ly, than Bnrwn to complement his 
efforts in the cockpit 

Brawn regards Ferrari as the 
ultimate challenge of his spe- 
cialised skills. Unlike John 
Barnard, the designer who pre- 
ferred to stay in England, Brawn 
has brought his family out to Italy. 

“It was a chance I felt 1 
could not miss,” he said. “T know 
what I'm feeing and what is ex- 
pected, but I may not have for- 
given myself if I'd turned down 


because we’re Ferrari- On a per- 
sonal level, too. it's great. 1 m 
having difficulty going into a 
restaurant and actually buying 
my own mcaL The reception has 
been wonderful." 

Ferrari' s drivers joined the re- 
ception committee. Schumach- 
er, it js understood, virtually 
demanded the team headhunt 
Brawn, and Eddie Irvine soon 
learned whv. The Ulsterman 
said: “Rees' has a way of ex- 
plaining the car and what he is 
trying to get out of iL In the end 
it comes down to physics, and he 
has the ability to get that across." 

Brawn apparently also un- 
derstands the workings of a dri- 
ver's mind, and has helped 
Irvine cope with Schumacher's 
pre-eminence. “There’s always 
been an urge for Michael’s 
team-mates to try and match 
him. when frankly he's simply 
the best out there," Brawn said. 

“So I talked to Eddie about 
it and used the analogy of a 
golfer. I told him not to try and 
drive 300 yards just because the 
other guy could. Why nut drive 
250 vards and keep it straight?" 

Brawn’s task is to keep on en- 
tire nation on the straight and 
narrow these corning days and 
Schumacher did his familiar 
best to slam on the brakes. He 
said: "Even if 1 win on Sunday, 
I can’t think I have the champ- 
ionship. It is still wide open." 


TODAY’S L 
NUMBER 


107 


The number of International 
Olympic Committee members 
- out of ill - who will vote 
in Lausanne today on which 
city will . host the .2004 
Olympic Games. Athens, 
BufenoS Aires, Cape Town, 

[ Rome .and Stockholm are the 
candidates. 


Paganin 

Liverpool 

bound 


Liverpool look to have won the 
£3.5rn race lo sign the ln-jj^y 
temazionale defender Massimo 
Paganin. The 27-year-old is ex- 
pected on Merseyside today to 
discuss personal terms. 

Paganin’s friendship with his 
former Inter team- mate and 
new Liverpool captain, foul 
Lnce. seems to have been in- 
strumental in Liverpool's move 
for the Italian. 

Tony Yeboah seems set to sign 
for Hamburg after agreeing per- 
sonal terms. Tbe £lm deal for the 
31-year-old Leeds striker had 
looked in doubt yesterday due to 
what Leeds' managing director 
Jeremy Fean described as “un- 
expected further developments”. 

However, the Ghanaian in- 
ternational has now settled any 
differences he had with the 
German dub and is expected to 
fly out early next week to un- 
dergo a rigorous medical. 

Celtic are to be given 3,000 
tickets for their Uefa Cup tie' 
with Liverpool at Anfield on 1 
October. It had been expected 
that no away fans would be al- 
lowed at the game because thcj| 
Anfield Road end of the stadi- 
um is being redeveloped. But 
fears that Scottish fans would 
travel to the game without tick- 
ets prompted urgent discus- 
sions between the two dubs. 

Gerry Thggart has withdrawn 
from the Northern Ireland squad 
for nexi week’s World Cup qual- 
ifier against Albania in Zurich be- 
cause of a hamstring injury. 

Arsenal’s manager. Arsene 
Wenger, wants referees to be- 
come full-time professionals and 
hascaDed for the use of high tech- 
nology. Wenger said: "Referees 
need more time to prepare for 
matches without having to think 
about work or business com- 
mitments." He also wants two 
referees to offidate at matches. ■ 
with the responsibility for time- 
keeping taken away from them. 

Bolton are giving a three-week 
trial to an Australian striker, Jim- 
my Tsennis, who made an im- 
mediate impression by scoring 
twice in the reserves' 5-2 win at 
Notts County on Wednesday. 

The Norwich defender Cnri£- 
Bradshaw has heen imprisoned 
for six weeks for assaulting a taxi 
driver. The 28-year-old has uLso 
been fined two weeks' wages. 
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RACE FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP: Good day for Kent at Gloucestershire’s expense while main rivals are frustrated 

Lawrence makes 
a great mistake 


Orr finds 
golden 
touch in 
the Alps 


DAVID LLEWEliyN 

reports from Canterbury . 

Kent 305 and 432-4 dec 
Gloucestershire 256 and 59-4 


The dropped catch that brought 
Syd Lawrence to his knees yes- 
terday morning could well turn 
out to be symbolic of Glouces- 
tershire's condition (and their 
title hopes) later today after 
Kent's batsmen carved up their 
rivals’ attack at wflt They then 
handed the reins over to their 
bowlers who had whipped out 


four of the West Country bats- 
men by the dose of another ab- 
sorbing day’s cricket. 

Sadly Lawrence was but a 
balkier shadow of his former fe- 
rorions self on this eponymous 
ground. The beneficiary of 
Lawrence’s miss off a low, hard 
and eminently catchabie drive 
to mfckrfT was'Devor'Whrd The 
Kent man had just half a dozen 
runs to his name at that point. 

That was just the be ginning 
of the torture forLawriaoce. Not 
only was he forced to watch 
Wbrd piling up runs for much 
of the day, but also when the big 


man returned fo urid-afiemopn 
be was dismissed for three 
thumping boundaries as -he 
went for 35 more inns in just 
three ovens. And by the time 
Kent captain Steve Marsh de- 
clared some 30 minutes after lea 
Ward strolled off unbeaten on 
16L 


Yorkshire are 
short of ideas 


JONCULLEY 

reports from Headingiey 
VbrksNre 501-7 dec 
Worces te rshire 313-6 


Should Yorkshire win here, as 
they must to retain a chance of 
securing their first County 
Championship since 1968, it wiH 
have been a victory earned 
through hard graft after 
Worcestershire stoutly repelled 
the home side’s pursuit of cheap 
wickets yesterday. 

Having reached 414 for 6 by 
the close of a second day se- 
verely curtailed by rain, York- 
shire batted until they had 501 

the board for the loss of one 
iflurther wicket, dearly hoping 
Tor a psychological edge suffi- 
cient to induce capitulation at 
the double by their opponents. 

However, they reckoned with- 
out a succession of batsmen 
with no intention of succumbing 
meekly to a youthful Yorkshire 
seam attack- Worcestershire re- 
sume today needing 38 to avoid 
the follow-on and force David 
Bjyas to design a new game plan. ; 

Han A began well enough 
when Paul Hutchison, fee.20- 
year-old ieft-anner who has 
burst from second XI obscuri- 
ty with a run of 19 wickets in 
three matches, had Tom Moody 
brilliantly caught behind for 
seven - a 500th catch in firm- 
ed ass cricket for Richard Blakey. 
- but thereafter wickets fell wife 
frustrating infrequency.' 

Gavin Hamilton, who has not 
enjoyed as good a season as was 


probably hoped of him, rose to 
the occasion to bowl as sharply 
as local observers could recall and 
accounted for Graeme Hxk and 
Reuben Spiring in the space of 
seven balk His later spell was 
poor by comparison ana tbe ab- 
sence of Dairen Gough and Pe- 
ter Hartley was noticeable. By.the 
end, Yorkshire looked short of 
ideas. That Hutchison should 
have bowled only nine ovexs in 
the day was a ipysteiy. 

Worcestershire’s interest is 
more than academic. They be- 
gan in fifth place, just five 
points behind Yorkshire, and 
while their title prospects were 
probably never better than the- 
oretical, they have place-mon- 
ey as an incentive. Moody and 
Spiring apart, all of their bats- 
men made a si gnifican t contri- 
bution and some might have 
gone further on a placid pitch. 

Philip Weston was unlucky to 
be run out when Vaughan 
scored a direct hit from cover, 
Hick threw his wicket away 
with a loose chip to nrid-wjck- 
et and Gavin Haynes, who had 
been dropped by Byasatsfccond 
slip on two, was so inn^d by 
apBpparem.misjizdgzneiiBmh^ . 
feet placement be took pit a 
dirotofoutfieWtnrfwith^att- ■ 
gry swish of the bah :V. 


^wnen, mioeiDo^^uajg 

Illingworth’s left-arm spin to all 
parts -one over yielded 4, 6, 4, 
p, 4, 1 -in his undefeated 172, 
Yorkshire might have had lofty 
virions. By the evening, then- 
case was looking much less 
convincing. 


had made bowling Took im- 
possible. It was hisfiret Cham- 
pionship hundred since. May 
1996 -(coincidentally yester- 
day’s magnificent innings 
equalled his last one) and it 
could not have been 'more 
timely. His four and a half-hour 
occupation of the crease was 
studded with piercing drives 
and powerful pulis. 

He and Alan Wehs broke tbe 
back of the Gloucestershire 
challenge with a monumental 
third-wicket stand of 193 in 43 
punishing overs. Wells was in 
equally commanding form with 
the bat and it was unfortunate 
that he fell just half a doosen runs 
away from a deserved century 
when he miscued a pull to mid- 
wicket. He did have the conso- 
lation of passing 1,000 runs for 
the season when he reached 58 
and of course it was his second 
fifty of the match. 

Ward carried on regardless, 
untouchable. By the end he had 
21 fours to his name and his soli- 
tary six came in the last over of 
the inning. Perhaps the most 
telling period came when Ward 
was joined by Matthew Vfelker, 
who until yesterday had been 
sadly lacking form. 

It took the diminutive left- 
hander just 37 balls to thrash 
himself back into nick. He blast- 
ed his way to 51 -his first fifty 
of the summer - in the process 

utes either ride of tea wife 
Whirl 

His departure provided one 
of two bright spots in an ofe- 
erwise dismal day for Lawrence. 
Walker’s lofted shot was well 
taken by the former England 
fast bowler at mid-afL And lat- 
er, when his team-mates were 
losing 'their hfcads arid feeir ' 
wickets- first to Deap Headley 
and then to Paul Strang, 
Lawrence came out in arugfrt- 
watchman role and survived 
one chance (to Headley at slip 
off Strang) and a chorus of ap- 
peals for other catches at the 
wicket in the II nerve-racking 
balls he had to face, wife up to 
eight men around the bat. He 
will have to face plenty more to- 
day if Gloucestershire are to 
stave off defeat. 





DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from The Orel 
Surrey 204 and 324-6 
Glamorgan 438 


With a whole day of late sum- 
mer sunshine to bask in, Surrey 
suddenly awoke to the feet that 
this is an important game of 
cricket and they played accord- 
ingly. That said, it is probably far 
too late for any table-turning 
heroics and, but for a marvellous 
century from Graham Thorpe, 
GJamoigan would probably now 

be saflmg back down the M4.24 
crucial points to the better. 

As it is, they most wait until 
today to know their fete. With 
the weather set fair, their main 
priority is to take the four re- 
maining Surrey wickets as 
quickly as possible, before the 


target, currently at 90, takes on 
awkward proportions upon this 
dusting pitch. 

The visitors began the morn- 
ing's play by vigorously adding 
75 to their overnight score, 
mainly through the long handle 
of Darren Thomas, who finished 
unbeaten on 75. Although 
Thomas, who is 22, also bowls 
swiftly but erratically, he is 
probably worth a place on this 
winter’s A tour to Kenya and Sri 
Lanka. Certainly his ts spirited 
cridret. and he bier bowled Ben 
Hollkake wife a beauty that cut 
back sharply off the pitch. 

With fee prompt removal of 
Surrey's top three, Glamor- 
gan's first-innings lead of 234 
looked more than enough to 
wrap up victory by an innings. 
The prognosis did not improve 
when Alistair Brown was run 
out by Dean Cosher, as the left- 


straight drive on to the stumps. 

It was an unlucky end to what 
was a wonderfully hard-hit 
cameo by Brown, which in- 
cluded a mighty six as well as. 
three fours in consecutive balls 
off Croft 

At that point Surrey decided 
to counter-attack further, with 
Thorpe and the HoHioakes pro- 
viding by far the best strokeplay 
of the match. Adding 120 with 
Adam, until he became a victim 
of Waqar's infamous inswingmg 
yorker, and a quickfire 49 with 
Ben, Surrey overhauled fee 
deficit in the 59th over. 

Thoipe, batting with both ap- 
plication and panache, could not 
be tethered by Glamorgan's 
bowlers and he duly notched up 
his second Championship cen- 
tury of fee season, an under- 
adnevement made all the more 


Trescothick holds up 

Round-up Somerset ended the third day 


Middlesex challenge 


Somerset's Marcus "fresco thick 
held up a determined Middle- 
sex quest to keep their Champ- 
ionship hopes alive at Thunton 


Tbe former England Under- 
19 captain put a disappointing 
season behind him to hit 65 as 


Somerset ended the third day 
on 174 for 5 in their second in- 
nings - a lead of 179. 

Jacques Kallis had earlier 
completed a fine century to 
hold the Middlesex first innings 
together but Musblaq Ahmed (5 
for 66) and Andy Caddick (4 for 
71) ensured the visitors had to 
settle for 236 and a deficit of five. 

Kallis was in prime form as 


Middlesex began on 80 for 3. 
The South African timed his at- 
tacking strokes in glorious fash- 
ion amid some solid defence. 

After an early examination by 
Caddick and Graham Rose, 
Kallis took command, hitting 14 
fours in his centmy made off 158 
deliveries. Two balls later he 
edged Caddick to Piran Hol- 
loway at slip, departing for 100. 


A fourth-wicket partnership 
of 96 with Owais Shah (27) 
looked to be putting Middlesex 
well on top until the Somerset 
wicketkeeper Rob Turner ran 
out Shah. It proved a crucial 
moment as Middlesex subsided 
from 150 for 3, adding only 86 
more runs as Musbtaq cleaned 
up the tafl. Somerset slumped to 
74 for 4 before recovering. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 
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Glamorgan celebrate taking the wicket of Alfstafr Brown, who was run out after a drive from Ms Surrey team-mate 
C^afaam Thorpe was deflected on to the stumps at the bowler’s end Photograph: Peter Jay 

Glamorgan victory charge defied by Thorpe 


glaring by it being his second in 
successive matches. 

It has been a strange season 
for Thorpe. On the slow, green 
pitches that have dictated terms 
for most of this summer, he has 
struggled more than most li was 
only during the fifth Test at 
Trent Bridge, on the truest 
pitch of fee series, that wc saw 
the fluent Thorpe of old. 

Wilh his confidence dearly- 
restored. he scored the only 
half-century 1 here during the last 
Test, a gritty, cussed innings 
more than matched against 
Glamorgan's useful attack. His 
only mistake, an edged drive off 
Croft, was not capitalised upon 
by Tony Cottev at slip and he re- 
mained unbeaten on 140 at the 
dose - a thorny reminder to 
Glamorgan that chasing Champ- 
ionships is never easy for those 
of an impatient disposition. 


MARKGARROD 

reports from Crans-sur-Sie/re 

There were three outstanding 
performances on tbe opening 
day of the Canon European 
Masters 5,000 feel up in the 
Swiss Alps yesterday. 

In the rarefied air - and on 
greens so bad the tournament 
was nearly called off last week- 
end - Scotland's Gary Orr and 
Scott Henderson returned 
rounds of 6 1 and 62 respectively 
to set fee pace, while fee Ital- 
ian Akk) Casern produced a sev- 
en over par 78 - which is worthy 
of mention for the fact feat 
Casera is aged 78 and a winner 
ot the Swiss Open on the ct»urse 
in 1950. 

It will be some time before 
30-year-old Orr and 27-year-old 
Henderson can match his age 
on the golf course, so for them 
the achievement was to shoot 
fee lowest rounds of their Eu- 
ropean Tour careers. 

Orris total of 11 birdies was 
only one short of the tour record, 
as was his 28 for the back nine. 
The Surrey-hosed golfer played 
that half lust and when he turned 
at seven under par he had visions 
of becoming the fust mao ever 
to break 60 on the circuit. 

Orr said; “I thought about it, 
but when I didn't birdie the first 
and bogeyed fee fourth 1 knew 
my really good chance had 
gone. It's' more or less hit and 
hope on the greens, but 1 just 
had a day when 1 hardly put a 
foot wrong. Yet I didn't feel 1 
did anything brilliantly." 

Henderson, 74th on the Or- 
der of Merit in this, his first full 
season on fee circuit, played 
both halves in 31. grabbing ea- 
gles at fee driveable 3Ul^yard 
seventh and then the 520-yard 
15th. 

Colin Montgomerie, the de- 
fending champion, shot 65 to go 
into joint third place with Ul- 
ster's Ronan Rafferty and 
Spain's Fernando Roca. while 
Nick Faldo h only a stroke fur- 
ther back. 

Of the other Ryder Cup play- 
ers, Darren Clarke recorded a 
67, Ignacio Garrido 71 and 
Costantino Rocca and Thomas 
Bjorn one over par 72s - the 
same as the Ryder captain Seve 
Ballesteros, who now faces the 
danger of missing his 13th half- 
way cut in 15 Stans this season. 

Casera, who putts one-hand- 
ed, wiU almost certainty miss the 
cut as well tonight but, by 
recording a score which equals 
his age, he has achieved some- 
thing which many players may 
never do. 
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Race lor the pennant 

Lawrence drops a dolly as Kent 
Pile on the runs, page 27 
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Sally’s swan-song S|y^H| 

Gunned prepares for 
new hurdles, page 26 


Teacher tries to keep Rusedski focused on semi-final 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS ~— 
reports from New torfc 

Tomorrow, when British sport 
is cancelled on the occasion of 
the funeral of Diana, Princess 
of Wales. Greg Rusedski will 
mark his 24th birthday by at- 
tempting become the "first 
Briton since Fred Perry to win 
a place in the men's singles fi- 
nal at the US Open. 

Rusedski's coach, the Amer- 
ican Brian Teacher, will en- 
deavour to dissuade the British 
Mo 1 from watching television 
coverage of the funeral before 
playing his semi-final against 
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman. 

Teacher will emphasise to 
Rusedski that the best gesture 
he can make on a day of mourn- 
ing is to give the best perfor- 
mance of his career. 

"I don't belong to your coun- 
try." the 42-year-old from Los 


Angeles said yesterday, “but I 
feel horrible about what hap- 
pened. And 1 know Greg feels 
horrible. The only thing I would 
be concerned about is the emo- 
tions. I don't want him to be 
down going on to the court. 

“I don’t think it would be 
good for him to have the tele- 
vision on for hours in the morn- 
ing. 1T1 have a talk with Greg 
and say to him: ‘What's going 
to be served by you focusing on 
it? Give a moment's silence out 
of respect, then move on’. 1 * 

“I think Til probably watch 
[the funeral], jusL out of re- 
spect." the Canadian-born 
Rusedski said after defeating 
Richard Krajicek, the former 
Wimbledon champion, in the 
quarter-finals. “1 meaiu-it's a sad 
occasion. She was a great hu- 
manitarian who did a lot of 
great things for the world." 

Rusedski is determined to 
keep events in perspective. 
“Tennis is not even important 


compared to that tragedy," be 
said “Tennis is so secondary, it's 
not really relevant." 

Whatever the outcome of 
tomorrow’s match, he intends 
to delay any birthday celebra- 
tions until next week. 

Teacher, who has helped the 
big-serving Rusedski to broad- 
en his game in the 16 months . 
they have worked together, ap- 
preciates the strength of the 
player’s attachment to his adop- 
tive country. “Greg feels a pan 
of Britain, he really, really 
does," he said. 

"He's made his home in 
Britain, and that’s where he 
feels most comfortable. He’s 
extremely committed. You just 
need to hear the comments 
which come out of his mouth 
when be compares the two coun- 
tries and ribs me about the bad 
things over here in America.” 

Teacher conceded, howev- 
er, that Rusedski has tended to 
be overshadowed since the 



Greg Rusedski celebrates victory over Richard Krapcek 


emergence of Oxford's Tim 
Henman. “Greg's never going 
to capture the hearts of the peo- 
ple like the Henmanja thing, " 


thinks: ‘If I could work a little bit 
harder, I could get what Tim is 
getting'. He sees Tirado weE and 
he would like to have the same 


he said, “but I think he’s been variety [of shots] as Tim.' 


accepted and I think he's ex- 
tremely well liked over there. 

“It’s a rivalry, but a friendly ri- 
valry. It’s not a jealousy thing. He 


How much better does he 
think Rusedski's game can get? 
“It's hard to say. He’s got a 
chance to win the US Open, 


which is incredible. Here he is 
in the semi-finals and you’ve got 
to say there’s nobody in there 
he can’t beat if he plays his best 
tennis, I don’t see him being No 
1 in the world, but if he keeps 
going, you never know." 

Teacher smiled when asked 
if be imagined giving such an in- 
terview when he first 1 inked up 
with Rusedski before a day- 
court tournament in St Pollen, 
Austria, last year. 

“I really didn't," he said. “I 
thought he could make real 
progress possibly in two or 
three years, if things went well. 
But then you see a player blos- 
soming in front of you. It's al- 
most Idee a domino effect." 

Teacher, who once coached 
Andre Agassi for about three 
weeks - “Sometimes these 
things are about timing" - is re- 
spected by many former pro- 
fessionals including John 
McEnroe, who is working as a 
television commentator here. 


“I really didn't," he said. “I 
lought he could make real 


“McEnroe said something 
the other day about Greg's 
forehand, a little technical de- 
tail about the way he ap- 
proaches it," Teacher said, “it 
was stuff I’ve been telling Greg, 
and it's nice when McEnroe 
comes up and tdis him the same 
thing." 

Teacher was recommended to 
Rusedski bv Agassi's coach. 
Brad Gilbert. "At the time wc 
started working, Greg was 
struggling with his returns of 
serve, not capitalising enough 
with his volleys and playing too 
many loose points. In practice 
he was too ladcadaisical in what 
he was trying to achieve.” 

Rusedski acknowledges the 
difference Teacher has made. 
“He’s helped me with my return 
of serve, ray. ground shots, my 
mental approach," he said. 
“And I'm ge tting some of his re- 
laxed characteristics. 1 still can't 
do all those yoga positions he 
does, but I'm frying." 


Teacher, however, is not sure 
how much longer he intends ftp 
spend on the lour. “1 don't like 
travelling as much." he said. 
“Next year I’m going to be lin- 
ing it u vou ask me if I'll be do- 
ing it the year after. I wou!dt£ 
be able to tell you." ■ J 
Aside from the technicality 
of the sport. Teacher has hjU 
personal experience or dealing 
with unwelcome distractiont 
His wife, Kathy May, tele-, 
phoned him on the eve uftlLj 
1980 Australian Open to tqjj 
him their marriage was ovvr.Tfc 
almost pulled out of the tow 
naroent and went home. Insugsi 
he stayed, and won the title:* 
Bjorkman advanced to mce 
Rusedski by defeating Petr Kf- 
rda. who retired, compfaining af 
a virus, with the Swede leading 
7-6. 6-2. 1-0. Korda, it will her? 
membered, eliminated Pete 
Sampras, the world No 1. in die 
fourth round 

Results, Digest, page 2? 


Faldo and 
Parnevik 
kept in 
shadows 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Crens-sur-Sierre 

On another day of controversial 
statements and seeming contra- 
dictions, the simplest task was un- 
dertaken by Seve Ballesteros, the 
European Ryder Cup captain, 
when he named Nick Faldo and 
Jespcr Parnevik as his wild cards. 
No surprise there, then. 

Especially not to Faldo. 
Ballesteros. ’who had vowed to 
keep everything secret until 
the last minute, telephoned 
him almost two weeks ago. al- 
though then he did not know 
that Faldo had said to “call me 
collect". Faldo kepi up the pre- 
tence on Seve's suggestion, as 
did Jose Maria Olazabal, who 
was given Miguel Angel Mar- 
tin's automatic place but had 
been already told he would be 
in whether lie qualified or not. 
"It's interesting, no." Ballesteros 
smiled. 

IF the little game of “I know- 
nothing" was innocent enough, 
that involving the injured Mar- 
tin is not. Three letters ap- 
pealing against the exclusion 
have been sent to the Ryder 
Cup Committee on behalf of the 
Spaniard by Jose Nunez, the 
Andalucian minister for sport. 
Manuel Ballesteros. Seve's 
brother, in his capacity as the 
president of the Spanish Pro- 


fessional Golfers' Association, 
and by Martin's lawyer. 

But as far as Ken Schofield, 
the executive director of the 
PGA European Tour, is con- 
cerned: “Our decision is now 
taken. The Ryder Cup Com- 
mittee faced an unprecedented 
situation. It is our obligation to 
give the captain 12 fit players at 
the time of the announcement 
of the team." 

Schofield believes that an 
injunction taken out by Martin 
would be unlikely to succeed, al- 
though he may claim for com- 
pensation for lost bonuses that 
may be part of his sponsorship 
agreements. 

Ballesteros revealed that in 
a telephone conversation on 
Sunday, Martin told him: “If I 
was one of your picks, I would 
tell you that I was not fit to play. 
But because 1 made the top 10. 
I want to play." The call is be- 
lieved to have been witnessed 
by Schofield. Sandy Jones of the 
PGA, Richard Hills, director of 
the Ryder Cup, and Miguel An- 
gel Jimenez. Seve's vice-captain. 

Ballesteros added: “Miguel is 
the sort of person, some people 
say, he has a square head. I feel 
very sorry for him. I was the one 
who asked the committee for 
more lime for him." 

Schofield confirmed Balles- 
teros had not been directly in- 
volved in the decision to axe 
Martin, although he had con- 



7I' ‘‘ : 

<' * A ?**. J *. 



vT A X, v - 


Under a doud: Seve Ballesteros’ round at Crans-sur-Sierre yesterday was overshadowed by the row about Miguel Martin’s exdusion from the Ryder Cup team Photograph: AUSM* 


veyed the views of the majori- 
ty of the team that they could- 
not see how Martin could be fit 
in time. Earlier in the day. in an 
extraordinary prelude to the of- 
ficial press conference, Balles- 
teros was clearly seething. 

“Man in is trying to screw 
everyone," he said. “He is like 
a machine-gun. shooting every 
way. He is a kamikaze going aU 
the way for the ship. He has 
been badly advised I thought he 
had more intelligence. He is fry- 
ing to be a hero for the week, 
a hero for himself." 

Ballesteros was scornful of 
any suggestion of Martin getting 
back on the team. “He was not 
welcome before," he said, a 
statement Martin's lawyer may 


be interested in. “Do you think 
he will be welcome now? We 
would be out of our mind to 
change the decision." 

As for legal action by the 
diminutive Spaniard preventing 
the Ryder Cup going ahead, 
Ballesteros positively spat: 
“Miguel Martin stop the Ryder 
Cup? That little man stop the 
Ryder Cup? Lawyers can do 
only so much." 

Later, and calmer, Ballesteros 
explained his wild-card selec- 
tions. “Parnevik has played fan- 
tastic on the US Tbur," he said. 
“He knows all the American 
players and won't be intimidat- 
ed. Faldo has a tremendous 
record in the Ryder Cup. If I had 
to bet mv life ptaying the last bole 


and trust someone, Nick Faldo 
would be my choice." 

“That’s very nice, but I hope 
he doesn’t do it," Faldo, who will 
be playing for a record 11th 
time, said. “What was I meant 
to say?" he asked of the sub- 
terfuge. “For a while I didn't 
know, Seve really was keeping 
everything dose to his cfaesL I’m 
really looking forward to iL It 
is something to really focus on 
for the next two weeks. I’ll be 
prepared as much as I can.” 

Parnevik, who was told on 
Tuesday after Martin was with- 
drawn, was hoping to be able to 
wear his trademark upturned 
cap. The Swede, who will be 
malting his debut, added: “It is 
a big honour for Seve to tell you 


you are needed on the team. I'm 
thrilled and relieved at the 
same time. Even if you are not 
trying to think about it, it is at 
the hack of your mind.” 

By fair means or fbuL Europe 
now has a team to go to Vhlder- 
rama in three weeks and it is the 
best this continent could put 
out Ballesteros compared it to 
the team that won for the first 
time on American soO at Muir- 
field Village in 1987. 

“I thought it would take a 
long time to have a team as 
good as that, but I am glad I was 
wrong," he said. “I'm not going 
to Wderrama to defend or re- 
tain the Ryder Cup. I am veiy 
confident we are going to win." 

Orr sets the pace, page 27 


Europe 

Cofin Montgomerie: Danen Clarke; 
Bernhard Langan Ian Vtfaosnam; ftr- 
Ubik Johansson; Lee Wtestwood; Igna- 
cio Garrido; Thomas Bjorn; Costantmo 
Rocca: Jose Maria Olazabal. 

Wid cards: Nick Faldo; Jesper Par- 
nevik. 

Captain: Severiano Ballesteros. 


United States 

» - • y 

Tiger Woods; Justin Leonanfc&m: 
Lehman; Davis Love; Jimfiayfc ( 
Phil Mickelson: Jeff/Maggatj 
Mark O'Meara; Scott 

Wild cards: Lee Jaruenjf^^^P 

Captain: Tom Kite. .JH ^ 
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ACROSS 

I Ban applied to Deaecthe 
Inspector with yellowish 
complexion (S) 

5 Accumulate eighL by llic 
sound of it? (6) 

9 Landlord gave him Lhe sack 
on numerous occasions (8) 
1(1 Legislator, one drafted in 
by Yorkshire Water to act 
as arbiter (b) 

12 Prohibiting certain form of 

P ower generation, rule 
ranee breaks where ener- 
gy's involved 1 7-4) 

15 Police about to impound 
books and tribal carving (5) 
17 Like the things we learn 
from relations? (9) 

18 That is to say. food store's 
beside church with very • 
Italian exterior (9) 

19 Stop right at the end of the 
avenue (5| 


Thursday's sotarioo 
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20 Means of furnishing sup- 
port for courses? (6-5) 

24 Move from present envi- 
ronment would make Pru 

_ too upset (6) 

25 Underworld money linked 
with Court, it's clear (8) 

26 Pet food displaved in win- 
dows? (6) 

27 Worried intensely about 
ring being a different design 

(S) 

DOWN 

1 Official invited, unexpect- 
edly. ro escort Earl going to 
Falkland Islands ( 1(1) 

2 Lawyer with no alternative 
to exercising due care (10) 

3 In basketball it helps 16 be 
supple (5) 

4 Emphasis attached to style 
of footwear, in a manner of 
speaking (6.6) 



6 Writer joining committee is 
given help over summaries 
of larger works (9) 

7 First of infantry divisions 
Supporting artillery attack 
(4) 

8 English Archdeacon is 
smooth (4) 

II Being independent, you just 
pav for a seat? (4-8)’ 

13 Reinforcements for 
Caribbean ensembles? (5,5) 

14 Abused, as patients are, 
one way ana another (3-7) 

16 Unskilful admiral to set 
out? (9) 

21 Legendary giant, one omit- 
ted by artist (5) 

22 Shell east coast port (4) 

23 CUff rescue's Erst one 
coastguard’s taken care of 
(4) 


Sheringham pulls out 
with cracked ribs 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 


The entangled fates of Tfeddy 
Sheringham and Paul Scholes 
were given another twist yes- 
terday when Sheringham with- 
drew from the England squad to 
play Moldova next Wednesday. 

Scholes, whose hopes of as- 
suming Eric Cantona’s mantle 
at Old Trafford were dented by 
Sheringham’s £3-5m summer ar- 
rival, now looks like taking the 
older man's place in the World 
qualifier at Wembley. 

Sheringham withdrew after a 
bone scan revealed him to have 
two broken ribs. He has been car- 
rying the injury since Manches- 
ter United's match at Leicester 
13 days ago, but had assumed he 
was just suffering from bruised 
ribs. He then played against 
Everton-when he scored his first 
goal for United - and Coventry. 
He will now miss United’s open- 
ing Champions' League game 
against Kosice, in Slovakia, on 27 
September. 

While the England coach is 
disappointed at losing Sher- 
ingham from Wednesday's 
match, be is more concerned at 
the prospect of being without 
him in Rome on 11 October. 
“He has shown a lot of charac- 
ter to keep playing, but he will 
now be out for two to three 


weeks," Hoddle said. “Then 
he will need to get match fit 
again, so he must be a doubt for 
Italy. People talk about the 
SAS (Shearer and Shering- 
ham), now we could lose both 
of them. However, 1 have five 
other forwards in this squad." 

One of them is Emile Heskey, 
who wQl now stay with the squad 
instead of dropping down to the 
Under-21 team. Scholes, though, 
is the most likely replacement. 
He impressed after making his 
debut last summer, playing es- 
pecially well against Italy in Le 
Toumoi de France when he 
linked well with lan WrighL 

“That was an advantage of 
going to Le Toumoi," Hoddle 
said. “I was able to groom a cou- 
ple of players and Scholes was 
one of them. He has ability and 
temperament, is very astute on 
Lhe ball, has good feet and vi- 
sion. He makes good runs be- 
yond the ball and has an astute 
football brain. 

“1 wanted to hring him in ear- 
lier but he was not playing 
enough for United. Once I did 
call him in I saw enough on his 
first day of training to suggest 
he has immense talent. 

“One of the great things 
about him is his versatility. I 
learned last summer that come 
the World Cup the lucky coach- 
es will be the ones who have 
four players who can play in 


three different positions. 
Scholes is one of those, as is 
David Beckham and Rob Lee." 

Lee agreed. “I think being 
versatile keeps you in the 
squad," said the Newcastle cap- 
tain, who has played well for 
Hoddle after being discarded by 
Terry Venables for Euro 96. 

“Venables picked from about 
13 or 14 players, the rest of us 
were squad players," Lee said. 
“It does help the spirit when 
everyone knows that if they are 
in form with their dub and do- 
ing well at training they have a 
dunce of playing. The mood 
here is as good as it would be 
at a dub." 

Lee admitted, though, that 
England's preparations had 
been had affected by the death 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 
“You can’t getaway from it. The 

players talk about it and a lot of 
us watch it on TV in our rooms," 
he said. “It has been like one of 
your family dying. I don’t think 
a lot of people realised how 
much it would affect them. The 
whole country is grieving.” 

Referring to the postpone- 
ment of Newcastle’s match at Liv- 
erpool last Sunday, be added: 
“None of the players wanted to 
the game to go ahead. It would 
have been impossible to play then 
or on the day of the funeral. " 

Scottish FA chief under 
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